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TRADE Mark. 


STILL TRIUMPHANT. 


‘ In ae ening of N. R. A. at Creedmoor, SHARPS Rifles entered in SIXTEEN Matches, took first prize in twelve of them, and good prizes in the other four, 
mong them the 
INTERSTATE MILITARY MATCH. 


The New York State Team, using Sharps Military Rifle, won with a score Of.......cccssccccccecccccccessucrcssscceeeececcsees seseeceesececescesee SEG 
Best score with other Rifles..... COC so sccccodsessessesses pncedserecasionnd esccces ceccccceces odepeceeseses 000.0 00+ 080d bos coccese cece ce ccccccccccces 
THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY MATCH. 
New York State Team, with Sharps Rifles, won with a score Of...........- PPTTTTTTTT TTT T irre 000000 ceenccccesesss cocese cocccccc§ 
Best with other Rifles eee eee eee eeeee eae ee eer eraeeeee eeereereeeeeeeeeee @eeveeeeeeeseaeevee @eeeeeeeeeeeseee eeeereeee eeeeeeeo eee eee eeee £8 eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 
THE INTER-STATE LONG RANGE MATCH. 
Average per man using Sharps Rifles...... ebbesderssee $bb bss cacdsdooegseeccoses cone coe ddbensaenaces 0° 0coccnnesaemanebae eesccces eeccce coccccccsccccscoRB 
Otner Rifles used averaged..........+++- Sbscssoadbeatecbeussadeks esebeenee be beescnaeen Veonabsnienacaes Specmnotndenensee cecccescccceees 193 and 397 


THE WIMBLEDON CUP. 


Won by Mr. Frank Hyde with a Sharps Long Range Rifle, with a score of 143 out of 150 at 1,000 yards. (The LEECH OUP with same Rifle at Spring Meeting 
was won with a score of 205 points against best score by any other rifle-of 197.) 


For the Grand Aggregate Prize three competitors, Mr. F. Hyde, Col. H. F. Clark and Capt. W. H. Jacksort, all using SHARPS, tied on a score of 800. 
THE LONG RANGE MILITARY CHAMPIONSHIP. 

First Prize won by Capt. J. 8. Barton with a Sharps. §a~ AU prizes in this match were won with SHARPS Rifles. 
AMERICAN TEAM WALK OVER FIRST DAY. 

J. 8. Sumner made with a Sharps Long Range Rifle the extraordinary score of QQ out of a possible 225 at 800, 900 and 1,000 yards. 


SHARPS RIFLE CO., 
221 BRIDCEPORT, CT., U.S. 221 








“PEABODY-MARTINI” RIFLE, 


MANUFACTURED BY THE PROVIDENCE TOOL CO., PROVIDENCE, 8. I. 







The Standard arm of Great Britain. Adopted also by the Turkish Government and used by its 
troops, with great effect, during the late war. 

Unsurpassed for accuracy. simplicity, rapidity of fire, range and perfection of manufacture. 

A London 7Zimes correspondent at tussian Headquarters, says : The American Rifles used by the Turks have a 
tremendous range; ‘‘I have seen dug out of a hard clay bark, bullets which had penetrated sixteen inches after 
traversing a distance of over 2,000 yards.” 

8,300,000 shots have been fired from 550,000 of these rifles at our works by U. 8. Government ry ee without 
accident. 200,000 service charges fired from a regular military oo model—without injury to the breech mechanism, and without pions Se efficiency 
or accuracy of the rifle. The service charge of powder is 85 grains. bey 7 ht of bullet 480 grains. We claim far greater range “and penetration can be had from 
the U. 8. Government (Springfield) rifle, which uses 70 grains powder and ns lead. 

The capacity of our works is equal to 1,000 finished rifles per day. The creation of Agents of Foreign Governments, State Officials, Officers of the Army and 
Navy, Members of Rifle Clubs and Amateurs is particularly called to the superior accuracy and efficiency of our rifles. 

A GOLD MEDAL has been awarded at the Paris Exposition. 

DETAILED LISTS AND DESCRIPTION FURNISHED ON APPLICATION. 


WM.B. DART, Treasurer. JOHN B. ANTHONY, President. 





—————— 
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GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES 


REMINCTON RIFLES, G 


SHOT GUNS AND PISTOLS. 


The Best Score on Record.=““EXTRAORDINARY SHOOTING IN WASHINGTON. 
Mr. PARTELLO, of the Columbia Rifle Association, makes 44 out of a maximum of 46 BULL’S EYES ; 224 out of a possible 9938. 
75 at BOO Yards; 74 at 900 Yards; 75 at 1000 Yards, With a Remington Creedmoor Rifle. 


TWO COLD MEDALS AWARDED BY THE PARIS EXPOSITION. 1878. 
Address E. REMINGTON & SONS, 


283 Broadway, New York. 
224 ABMORY, Ilion, N. ¥. CHICAGO OFFICE, 237 State Street. ; BALTIMORE OFFICE, 6 wh Gaits 224 
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THE SOUTH BOSTON IRON COMPANY, 


(Formerly 


MANUFACTURERS OF ORDNANCE AND WAR MATERIAL, 


sy 


Heavy Rifled Ordnance, Field and Siege Batteries, Gun Carriages, Projectiles. 
OFFICE-—-7O0 WATER STREET, BOSTON, 





CYRUS ALGER & COQO.,) 
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WORKS—South Boston. 


Mass. 











LUTHER WHITE, Trea 


THE AMES MANUFACTURINC COMP’Y. 













CHICOPEE, MASS., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


BRONZE FIELD PIECES, MACHINE CUNS, SABRE BAYONETS, 
FIELD AND LINE OFFICERS’ SWORDS, 


NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS’ 
Presentation and Society Swords of Every Description. 


The AMES MANUFACTURING COMPANY have greater facilities for manufacturing Swords and Sabre Bayonets than all other manufacturers now in the 


qusiness in this country. They are also manufacturers of the most impreved pattern of Gun Stocking Machinery. 


AND MUSICIANS’ SWORDS, 


A. C. WOODWORTH, President. 


















New ENGLAND Muruat 


Life Insurance Company, 
OF BOSTON. 


Statement for the Year Ending Dee 81, 77. 
RG iinne nuh: enaeehnie $2,862,282 02 
Total disbursements for death 
claims, erdowments, distributions 
of surplus, etc .... 
Total cash assets, as per Insurance, 
Commissioner's report.....-. ... 4,466 920.53 
Total surplus, do. do. do. * "621, 078.63 
This Company ineures the lives of Officers of 
the Army and Navy without extra premium, 
except when actually engaged in warfare, which 
premium if not paid at the assumption of the 
extra risk will nol invalidate the , but will 


be a Hen upon it. 
New Policies issued, 1,871. Terminated, 1,665. 


The Directors’ Annua) Report, containing a 

detailed statement, together with the reeulte of 

he investigation of the Ineurance Commissioner 
of Massachusetts can be obtained at the 


Office of the Company, 
Post Office Square. 


BENJ. F. STEVENS, President. 
JOA, M. GIBBENS, Secretary. 


2,437,100. 26 
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P. O. Box 41. 


MILITARY BRUSHES, Ete. BILLIARD BALLS, rOOL BALLS, ‘CHECKS, CUES, CHALK, and 
“e ‘ec. in Billiard and Ivor 


PEAKL SHELLS, Painted and Piain, in immense — Wa at Mannfactory and Store, 





F. J. KALDENBERG 


Received the only Prize awarded by the International Jury—for American 
made Meerschnaum Goods, at the Centennial Exposition. 


Meerschaum Pipes, Cigar- -Holders, Amber 
Goods, Chains, &c. IVORY COODS. —Toilet Sete, Combs, 


Paper-folders, Puff-boxes, Hair-brusbes, Shaving Brushes and Razors, 


BROOKS BROTHERS. 


BROADWAY, Cor. BOND ST., 


New York, 


UNIFORMS 


line. 
NT SETS Of TOILET GooDs, BRUSE, COMB, MIRROR, Etc., from $10 to 
orloise-sbeli Combs and Guods of all kin 


No. 125 FULTON STREET, near Nassau. 





. 


our Dlustrated Circular. 
Hroadway. New York © 


KNICHT & CO., 


Commission 
(American Arma. 


factures.) 





. P e FO 
Imitation Gold Watches, Chains and Jewelry B TEE 
This metal has all the brilliancy and durabilit of Gold. Prices, $8, $10, $15, $20 
& $25 each. Ladies’, Gents’ and Boys’ sizes. Patent Levers, Huntin aoe and A RP M y NA Vy y 
Chronometer Balance, ual in appearance and for time to Gold Watcher, 4 4 
Chains from $1 to $12 each. All the latest styles of jewelry at one-tenth the 
cost of Gold. Goods sent C. O. D. by express ; by ordering six you get one = AND 

‘or 


8 Tree of expense. nd stam 


tal order and we will send the 
WATCH FACTORY, 


aoneee COLLINS ME" TAL 
y- 
In ordering mention this paper. 


Send 
36 





NATIONAL GUARD. 












$10 ta $1000): sama, ee 


tuner « 
Address BAXTER & CO 


| Soutd & Cane Sah one pack ware 
4 airs ) diflerent atterpe, olding 
Merchants. Rockers, Chairs, Arm Chairs, Bed Chairs potoes 
Machinery and Iron Manu-| etc. CoLLianom:Bros., 181 Canal st., N.¥., M 

SBANGHAI, CHINA. | 8nd Patentees. ‘Lustrated Circulars sent fi hen 












explaining everythin 


Bankers, 17 Wall 8t, uF 









» 





= 


—— 
— 
, 


ent tres 
. uF 





_ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





VOLUME XVI.—NUMBER 22.) 
WHOLE NUMBER 6802. 


NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1879. 


SIX DOLLARS PER YEAR. 
SINGLE COPIES, FIFTEEN CENTS 





a 





Publication Office, 245 Broadway. 
SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 


THE ARMY. 


RUTHERFORD B. Hayes, President and Com'der-in-Ohvef. 
George W. McCrary, Secretary of War. 


W.T.Sherman, General of the Army of the United Stites, 
Washington, D.C. Brig.-Gen. Z. D. Townsend, Adjt.-General, 
Hi. J. Crosby. Chief Cuerk, far Departmenr. 

Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 

Colonel Randolph B - Marcy, Inspector-General. 

Brig.-Gen. Wm. M. K. Dunn, Judge-Advocate-General 

Colonel Albert J. Myer, Chief Signal Officer. 

Brig.-Gen. pontgomery C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 
Brigadier-General R. Mac 

Brigadier-General Jos. K. Barnes, Surgeon-General, 
Brigadier-General Benj, Alvord, Paymaster-General 
Brigadier-General And. A. Humphreys, Chief of Engineers, 
Brigadier’General Stephen V. Benét, Chief of Ordnance, 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 


Lientenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan: Headquarters, Chicago, Ill, 

Colonel Wm. D. Whipple, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF DakotTa.—Brigadier-General Alfred H. Terry, 
Odars, St. Paul, Minn. Maj. Geo. D. Ruggles, A.A.G. 

District of Montana.—Lieut.-Col. John Brooke, 3d Inf., 
commanding District. lst Lt. J. Hale, Adjt. 8d Inf., A.A.A.G. 

Distriet of the Yellowstone.—Col. N. A. Miles, 5th Inf.: Head- 
ouarters, Fort Keogh,M.T ist Lieut. G. W. Baird, A. A. A. G, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE MissoURI.—Brigadier-Gen. Jonn Pope: 
Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth, Kas. Maj. EB. R. Platt, A.A.G. 

District of New Mezico.—Colone) Edward Hatch, 9th wer 
Hdgrs, Santa Fe, N. M. ist Lt John 8. Lond, 9th Cav., A.A.A.G, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE.—bBrigadier-General Geo. Crook: 
Badqrs, Omaha Barracks, Neb. Lt.-Col. Robert Williams, A.A.G. 

DEPARTMENT oF TEexas.—Brigadier-General EB. O. C. Ord: 
Hdars, San Antonio, Texas. (Maj. Thomas M. Vincent, A. A. G.) 

District of the Rio Grande.—Cvl George Sykes, 20th Infantry. 
Hdqrs Fort Brown, Texas. ist Lt. J. B. Rodman, Adjt. 20.h 
Infantry, A.A.A. Gen. 

District of the Neuces.—Col. R. 8. Mackenzie, 4th Cavalry : 
Hdars, Fort Clark, Tex. 2d Lt. J. H. Dorst, A. 4th Cav., A.A.A.G, 

trict of the Pecos.—Colone) B. H. Grierson, 10th Cavairy : 

rw ta Concho, Tex. ist Lt. Robert G@. Smither, 10th Cay., 


District of North Texas.--Colonel H. B. Clitz, 10th Infantry, 
Commanding. Hdqrs, Ft. McKavett, ist Lt. J. F. Stretch, 10th 
Inf., A. A. A. G. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC 


Major-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdgqrs, Governor’s Island, 
N. ¥. H. Colonel Jas. B. Fry, A. A.-G. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE East.—Major-General W. 8. Hancock, 
Headquarters, Governor’ Island, N.Y.H. Col. J. B. Fry, A.A.G. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SouTH.—Brigadier-Generai C, UC. Augur: 
Hdars, Newport Bks., Ky. Maj. Oliver D. Greene, A.A.G. 


MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC 
AND DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, Presidio of San 
francisco, Val. 

Lieutenant-Colonel John C. Kelton, A. A.-G. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE Co.UmMBIA.—Brevet Major-Generai 0. O, 
Howard: Hdars, Ft Vancouver, Wash. T. Maj. A. H. Nickerson, 
A. 














A.G. 
District of the Clearwater.—Colonel Frank Wheaton, 2d Infan- 
try, headquarters Lapwai, Idaho T 
Darantunnr or Anizona.—Brevet Major-General O B. Will- 
cox: Hdars, Prescott Barracks. Major J. P. Martin, A. A.-G, 
MILITARY DEPARTMENT OF WEST POINT. 


Major-General John M. Schofield: Hdqre, West Point, N. Y. 
Capt. Wm. M. Wherry, A. D. C., Act. A. A.-G. 
Major-General J. M. Schofield, Superintendent, U. S. M. A. 
1st Lieut. Frank Michler, 5th Cavalry, Adjutant, U.S. M. A, 








MOUNTED RECRUITING SERVICE. 
Col. C. Grover, ist Cavalry, Superintendent, 


PRINCIPAL DEPOT—ST. LOUIS BARRACKS, MO, 
Col. C. Grover, Ist Cavalry, Commanding. 
RENDEZVOUS AND OFFICERS IN CHARGE, 


Boston, Mass..89 Court st.... Capt. H. E. Noyes, 2d Cav. 
Buffalo, N. Y...91 Pearl at......Capt. H. J. Farnsworth, 8th Cav. 
New York City.174 Hudson st..Capt. E. M. Heyl, 4th Cav. 
N. Y. Branch office, 4 Mott St..1st Lt. C. G. Gordon, 6th Cav. 
Baltimore, Md. 873¢ 8. Sharp st.1et Lt. Jonn T. Morrison, 10th Cy. 
Cincinnati, O. .219 W. 4th et....Capt. Michael Cooney, 9th Cay, 
Chicago, Ill....9 8. Clarke st..ist Lt. Fiank K. Upham, 1st Cav. 
St. Louis, Mo., 71734 Olive st..ist Lt. C. H. Kockwell, 5th Cav. 
DEPOT—JEFFERSON BARRACKS. 

Major James F. Wane, 9th Cavalry, Executive Officer. 
First Lt. Chas. Morton, 3d Cavalry, Adjutant. 
First Lt. Frank M. Gibson, 7th Cavalry. 

GENERAL RECRUITING SERVICE, 


Col. T, L. Crirrenpsn, 17th Inf., Supt , Hdqre. New York, 
First Lieut. W. W. Daugherty, 22d Infantry, A.4.A.@. 
PRINCIPAL DEPOT—DAVID'S ISLAND, N. ¥, H. 
Major Z. R. Buiss, 25th Infantry, Commanding. 
Surgeon A. K. Smith, U. 8. A. 
Capt. J. T. Haskell, 28d Inf. 
Capt. J. M. J. Sanno, 7th Inf 
Capt. D. H. Murdock, 6th Inf. 
First Lieut. Ira Quinby, 11th Inf. 
First Lieut. F. A. Whitney, Sth Inf. temp, duty, Boston, Mass. 
Firet Lieut. W. Conway, 22d Inf. 
First Lieut. J. B. Guthrie, 13th Inf, 
DEPOT—COLUMBUS BARRACKS, OHIO. 
Major T. M. ANDERSON, 10th Inf., Commanding. 
Surgeon C. B. White, U.S. A., Depot Surgean. 
Capt. Kinsey Bates, ist Inf. 
Capt. G. Laweon, 25th Inf. 
Capt. A. A. Harbach, 20th Inf. 
Capt. @. H. Burton, 2ist Inf. 
First Lieut. C. H. Greene, 17th Inf. 
Firet Lieut. A. C. Markley, 24th Inf, 
First Lieut. P. Hasson, 14th Inf, 
A. A. Surgeon A. F. Steigers. 


RENDEZVOUS AND OFFICERS IN CHARGE. 
Baltimore, Md...218 W. Pratt st..Capt. E. Butler, 5th Inf. 
Boston, Mass. ...18 Portland st...Capt. W. F. Drum, 2d Inf, 
Buffalo, N. Y....Exchange Bld’ng.Capt. C. McKibbin, 4th Inf. 
Cincinnati, O....145 W. 5th St.....Capt. Jacob Kline, 18th Inf. 
Chicago, Ills..... 219 Randolph st..Capt. W. H. Jordan, 9th Inf, 
Cleveland, O. ....142-144 Seneca st.Capt. J. A. P.Hampson, 10th “ 
Ind’ apolis, Ind... 3W.Wash’ton at. .Capt.C.J.vonHermann,4tbInf 
New York City..100 Walker st.....Capt. W. T. Gentry, 19th Inf. 
New York City..109 West street..Capt. J. 8. Fletcher, 16th Inf, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 17 North 3d street Capt. E. C. Woodruff, 12th Inf 
St. Louis, Mo...112 Nort’ 9th st..Capt.J H. Gageby, 8d Inf, 


STAFF CORPS AND DEPARTMENTS. 


In obedience to the provisions of 8. 0. 78, c. s., from 
H. Q. A., Brigadier-Gen. Alfred H. Terry will proceed 
to West Point, N. Y., to attend the adjourned meeting 
of the Board convened by said order. Upon the further 
adjournment of the Board, Gen. Terry will return to 
his station in St. Paul (S. O. 152, Dec. 27, D. D.) 








Washington, D.C..1221 H at . Capt. H. C. Corbin, 24th Inf. 
Camp McDermit, Nev., Capt. A. W. Corliss, 6th Infantry. 


Lieut.-Col. George A. Forsyth, A. D.C., is relieved 
from the operation of 8S. 0.107, c. s., from these 
Hdgqrs, and will turn over the property pertainiog to 
the office of Chief Engineer of the Division, to Capt. 
James F, Gregory, Corpsof Engineers (8. O. 111, Dec. 
30, M. D. M. 

The journey performed by Major John B. Keefer, 
P. D., trom Fort Walla Walla, W. T., to Fort Boise, 
I. T., and return, in September last, is authorized. 


feely, Commissary General of Sub.! The journey performed by Major James P. Canby, 


, from Port Townsend to Fort Townsend, W. 
T., and return, on the 29th of November, 1878, for the 
purpose of paying Co. E, 21st Inf., is approved and 
authorized (8. O. 144, Dec. 6, D. C.) 

Major Thomas C, Sullivan, C. 8., is assigned to duty 
as Parchasing, Depot and Chief Commissary of Sub- 
sistence of the Dept.—relieving Capt. Wm. H. Bell, 
C. 8. (G. O. 49, Dec. 10, D. C.) 

The verbal instructions of the Dept. Commander 
given on the 20th instant, directing Major Geo. Bell, 
C. 8., to proceed to Washington, D. C., on business 
connected with his report on ‘‘ Ovens and oven build- 
ing,” and to return to his station at this Hdqrs, are 
confirmed (8. O. 102, Dec. 26, D. 8.) 

Capt. W. P. Martin, Military Storekeeper, will re- 
main on duty at St. Louis Bxs, St. Louis, Mo., io 
charge of the clothing, camp and garrison equipage to 
my a to that point from here (S. O. 235, Dec. 27, 

._M.) 

Capt. Gustavus A. Hull, Military Storekeeper, will 
relieve Capt. George W. Bradley, A. Q. M., of his 
duties and property responsibility in connection with 
the Clothing Depot in San Francisco, Cal. (S. O. 184, 
Dec. 12, M. D. P.) 

The verbal instructions given Capt. John V. Furey, 
A. Q.M., on the 7thinst., to proceed to Keokuk, 
lows, and return,on public business, are confirmed 
(S. O. 118, Dec. 19, D. P.) 

Capt. James F. Gregory, Corps of Engrs, having re- 
ported to the Lieutenant-General commanding, is an- 
nounced as Chief Engineer of the Division (G. O. 8, 
Dec. 28, M. D. M.) 

Capt. C, P. Eagan, C. 8., will proceed to Fort Yuma, 
Cal., on public business (8S. O. 146, Dec. 16, D. A.) 
~ Par. 1, 8. O. 108, c. s., from these Hdgqrs, directing 
Capt. Geo. W. Bradley, A. Q. M., to proceed to St. 
Louis, Mo., and relieve Capt. Edward B. Grimes, as 
Depot Q. M., and the latter to report to the Command- 
ing General Dept.of Dakota, for assignment to duty as 
Chief Q. M , District of Montana, is revoked. The 
following changes in the stations and duties of officers 
of the Q. M. Dept., are announced: Capt. George W. 
Bradley, A. Q. M., will report to the Comd’g Gen. 
Dept. of Texas, for duty as Depot Q. M. at San An- 
tonio, Texas, relieving Capt. Edwiu B. Atwood, A. 
Q. M., who will report to the Cumd’g Gen. Dept. of 
Dakota, for duty. Major Wm. B. —e Q. D., is 
relieved from duty as Depot Q. M. at Yankton, D. T., 
and is assigned to duty as Depot Q. M. at St. Louis, 
Mo., relieving Capt. Edward B. Grimes, A. Q. M., who 
will report to the Comd’g Gen. Dept. of Dakota, for 
duty as Depot Q. M. at Yankton, D. T. (S. O. 112, 
Dec. 31, M. D. M.) 

ist Lieut. E. H. Ruffner, Chief Engineer Officer of 
the Dept., will proceed from Alamosa, Colo., to Den- 
ver, Colo., for the purpose of making copies of recent 
land surveys near the Pagosa Springs, which are ne- 
cessary to an accurate map of that region. On com- 
pletion of this duty, Lieut. Ruftaer will return to his 
station at this point (8S. O. 233, Dec. 23, D. M.) 

The following medical officers are assigned to the 
stations placed opposite their respective names, viz. : 
1st Lieut. Robert W. Shufeldt, Asst. Surgeon, to Fort 
Laramie, W. T.; A. A. Surg. A. P. Frick, to Fort D. 
A. Russell, W. T. (8S. O. 118, Dec. 19, D. P.) 

A. A. Surg. I. W. Scott (New Orleans, La.) will re- 
ogy Hdgqrs on public business (8. O. 104, Dec. 
58 : 


»D. 5.) 

A. A. Surg. P. C. Gilbert will proceed to Ft. Clark, 
Texas, and report to the C. O. District of the Nueces, 
for duty (S. O. 269, Dec. 21, D. T.) 

The journey performed by Asst. Surg. J. H. Kins- 
man from Meridian, Miss., to Birmingham, Ala., and 
from Birmingham, Ala, to Meridian, Miss., while 
changing stmtion in obedience to Par. 3, of Dept. 8. O. 
22, c. s., is confirmed (8. O. 103, Dec. 27, D. 8.) 

A. A. Surg. James Reagles is assigned to duty at 
Fort Stevens, Ore.—relieving Asst. Surg. John H. 
Bartholf (8. O. 146, Dec. 10, D. C.) 

Par. 4, 8. O. 240, c. s., from these Hdgqrs, aunulling 
the contract of A. A. Surg. A. J. Wolf is suspended 
unti] further orders (8. O. 271, Dec. 24, D. T.) 

Surg. J. C. McKee, M. D., will proceed to Pheenix, 
Camps McDowell and Lowell, A. 't’., and other points 
in southern Arizona, cn public business (8S, O. 146, 
Dec. 16, D. A.) 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Twelve days, Capt. E. D. Baker, Q. M. Dept., Bis- 
marck, D. T. (3. O. 151, Dec. 28, D. D.) 

Post Chaplain Daniel Kendig, further extended fif- 
teen days (8. O., Dec. 28, W. D.) 

PAYMENT OF TROOPS. 
Major C. J. Sprague, P. D., will proceed to and pay 


the troops stationed at ¥ort Snelling, Mion., and at 
Forts Pembina, Totten, and Sisseton, D. T. Having 
completed this duty Major Sprague will return to his 
proper station. Mejor Wm. Smith, P. D., will proceed 
to and pay the troops stationed at Forts Stevenson and 
Abraham Lincoln, and at Standing Rock, D. T. Hav- 
ing performed this duty Major Smith will return to his 
proper station. Mejor Alexander Sharp, P. D., will 
proceed to and pay the troops stationed at Fort Ran- 
dall, Lower Brulé Agency, Red Cloud Agency, Fert 
Sully, Cheyenne Agency, and Camp Ruhlen, D. T. 
Having performed this duty Mejor Sharp will return 
to his proper station (8. O. 151, See. 23, D. D.) 

Par. 1, 8. O. 114, is so amended as to designate Fort 
Laramie, W.T., as one of the posts to be paid by 
Major J. W. Wham, P. D., in place of Major H. G. 
Thomas, P. D. (S. O. 118, Dec. 19, D. P.) 

Par. 3, 8. O. 133, c. s., from these Hiqrs, is so far 
modified as to direct that Maj. Joseph H. Eaton, Chief 
Paymaster, pay the troops at Forts Canby, W. T., and 
Stevens, Ore., for the muster of Oct. 31 (8. O. 144, 
Dec. 6, D. C.) 


NON-COMMISSIONED STAFF. 


Hosp. Steward Denis Scanlon is relieved from duty 
at Ojo Caliente, N. M., and will proceed to Camp 
Lewis, Pagosa Springs, Colo., and report to the C. O. 
for duty (8. O. 115, Dec. 19, D. N. M.) 

Hosp. Steward James F. Keating will report to the 
Medical Director at these Hdqrs for temporary duty 
(S. O. 184, Dec. 12, M. D. P.) 

The following changes of assignment and stations of 
Commissary Sergeants are made: So much of 8. O 
253, Nov. 22, 1878, from this office, as relates to Com. 
Sergts. John Kenny and Hubert Franklin, is revoked; 
Com. Sergt. Henry Collins is relieved from duty at 
Fort Trumbull, Conn., and will proceed to Fort Bar- 
rancas, Fla., for duty, to relieve Com. Sergt. Hubert 
Franklin, who wiil proceed to Fort Trumbull, Conn., 
for duty (S. O., Dec. 16, W. D.) 
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THE LINE. 


ist CAVALRY, Colonel Cuvier Grover.—Headquartera, 
and B, D, F, K, M,Ft Walla Walla, W.T.; A, E, Camp Harney, 

Ore.; C, Camp Bidwell, Cal.; G, Fort Boise, I. T.; 1, Carp 

Halleck, Nev.; H, Fort Colville, Wash. T.; L, Fert 

Klamath, Ore. 

Detached Serowe.—Capt. David Perry will proceed 
to Portland, Ore., and there, on the 16th inst., report 
to the President of the Court df Inquiry, instituted by 
virtue of par. 4, 8. O. 142, from tnese Hdqrs (S. O. 
145, Dec. 9, D. C.) 


2ND CAVALRY, Colonel I. N. Palmer.—Headquarters 
and C, D, G, M, Fort Custer, M. T.; A, B, B, I, or. Keogh; 

¥, H,+ K, Lt Fort Ellis M.T 

t Camp Mulkey on Horse Prairie, D. T. 

Detached Service.—2d Lieut. Henry C. L Point is 
detailed an additional member G. C.-M. appointed by 
par. 1, 8. O. 34, from these Hdqrs (S. O. 152, Dec. 27, 
D. D.) 
1st Lieut. George Mitchell, five days (S. O. 237, 
Dec. 26, D. E.) 

Relicved.—2d Lieut. J. N. Allison is relieved as 
member G. U.-M. appointed by 8. O. 34, from these 
Hears (8. O. 152, Dec. 27, D. D.) 


83RD CAVALRY, Co). Wash. L. Elliott.—Headquariers, 
and A, B, D, F, Fort Laramie, Wy. T.; I, Fort Fetterman, 

W. T.; ©, a. Fort Robinson, Neb.; G, Camp Sheridan. Neb.; 

K, M. Fort Sidney, Neb.; E, Fort Fred. Steele, Wy. T.; L, 

Fort McPherson, Neb. 

Detached Servwe.—Capt. Joseph Lawson and 2d 
Lieut. George A. Dodd are detailed members, G. 
C.-M. convened at Fort Fred. Steele, W. T., by S. O. 
103, from these Hdqrs (8S. O. 118, Dec. 19, D. P.) 

Leave of Absence.—-One month, Major Caleb H. 
Carlton, Sidney Bks, Neb. (8S. O. 118, Dec. 19, D. P.) 

Leave Hxtended.—2d Lieut. George F. Chase, Camp 
Robingon, Neb., three days (8. O. 119, Dec. 23, D. P.) 

2d Lieut. George K. Hunter, Fort Laramie, Wy. T., 
one month (8. O. 110, Dec. 26, M. D. M.) 


4TH UAVALRY, Col. R. 8. Mackenzie.—Headquarters, 
and A, D, K, t M, Fort Clark, Tex.; G, H, Fort Rero, 
LT; ©, Port sil, 7; £, Fort Supply, 1. T.; B, F, Fort 
Elliott, Tex.; E, Fort Duncan, Tex. 

Srnh CavaLRy, Col. W. Merritt.— arters 
and A, B, D, F,1.M, Fort D. A. Russell, W.T.; C, EB, K, Fort 
McKinney, W. T.; H, Fort McPherson, Neb.; G, L, Fort 
Washakie, W. T. 

6TH CavaLRy, Col. James Oakes.—Headquarters 
and M, Cp. Lowell, A. T.; A, G, Camp Grant, A. T.; B, Camp 
Huachuca, A. T.; C, L, Camp Bowie, A. T.; E, D, Cp. he, 
A.T.; H, K, Camp Verde, A. T.; I, Camp McDowell, A. T.; 
F, Camp Thomas, A. T. 

Detached Service.—Major J. Biddle, A. A. I.'G., will 
proceed to Phenix, Camps McDowell and Lowell, 
A. T., on public business (8. O. 146, Dec. 16, D. A.) 

Relieved.~—1st Lieut. H. P. Perrine, relieved, at his 
own request, from the command of Co. D, Indian 
Scouts (S. O. 144, Dec. 11, D. A.) 


ivH CAVALRY, Colonel 8. D. Sturgis.—Headquart 
and A, ©, G, H, I, L, Fort A; Lincoln, D. T.; P, K. 
oe D. T.; B, D, Fort Yates, D, T.; E, M, Fort Meade, 


Tue Reno Courr or Inqumry.—The following 
letter appears in the New York Herald: 


Harrispure, Pa., Dec, 9%, 1878. 
To the Editir of the Herald; se 

Do you think it just or fair to lend the columns of your 
to the publication of what is an evident attempt to manufactare 
public opinion in regard to the Little Big Horn battle in face of 
an official investigation, the court for which is to soon convene? 
I pronounce every statement published in your iseue of to-da 
as emanating from Colonel Weir to be absolutely false, an 





hall so prove to the court of inguiry. 
asian M. A. Reno, Major 7th Cavalry. 
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' to Generul Terry, and Lieutenant Edward Maguire, Corps of 
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The statement, to which this is an answer, is the 
Dec. 28: 


following, appearing in the Herald of 
Wasuinerton, Dec. 27, 1878. 


The court of inguiry ordered to investigate the alleged mie- 
conduct of Major Marcus A. Reno at the battle of the Little 
Big Horn, June 25, 1876, when General Custer and five companies 
of the gallant 7th Cavalry lost their lives, will meet at Chicago 
January 6, when, it is alleged by officers who claim to know, the 
facts connected with Major Reno’s conduct at that battle wid 
startle the country. 

One of the officers comgnnting a company of the 7th Cavalry 
under Reno on the day of the disaster was Brevet Lieutenant- 
Colonel Thomas B. Weir, who died in New York city in Decem- 
ber of the same year, and who js said to have made and sworn 
to a statement before his death, in which he claimed to have 
been in full view of the Custer fight when he was sent out to 
reconnoitre during the action, and that he so reported to Keno 
and urged that a given their comrades. The statement 
adds, it is said, that Reno flatly refused to make the movement 
as urged, and was openly accused at the time of cowardice by 
his own officere. 

Colonel Weir's statement alleges that when he moved out 
with his company the sound of toe firing from Caster’s column 
was distinctly heard by the whole command, cnd that the point 
from which he obtained a view of the battle was not more than 
a mile or a mile and a half from where Reno’s command lay. 
This sworn statement was placed, before Colonel Weir's death, 
in the hands of a well known New York ex-officer of volunteers, 
who 1s widely known as an admirer and biographer of the late 
General Custer, and who solemniy promised Colonel Weir not 
to rest until the matter was officially investigated and not to let 
the contents of the statement become publicly known until an 
investigation was ordered. 

The statement was placed in the hands of the proper authori- 
ties last summer, after the War Department had ordered an 
investigation, and was eso startling that an examination was 
ordered into some of the allegations made. During the past 
summer a y of officers, inciuding General Neleon A. Miles, 
colonel of the 5th Infantry, who was then commanding the 
Yellowstene district; Colonel Edward W. Smith, side-de-camp 


Engineers, chief engineer oflicer on General Terry’s staff, visited 
the Little Big Horn and made a series of experiments and 
measurements, with results which seem fully to prove the 
assertions made by Colone! Weir and other surviving officers of 
the ill-fated regiment who were present at the battle. The dis- 
tance between the points where Reno retreated to and remained, 
and where Custer fonght and fell, was accurately measured, and 
is found to be much lees than has always been claimed by Reno 
in his reports. It was also demonstrated, as refuting Rene’s 
etatement in his official report that the distance between the two 
commands was 80 great that he could not hear the firing of 
Custer’s column, that a single shot from a carbine or pistol could 
be pee heard from either point, in nearly every condition of 
the wind. 

The following-named officers have been ordered to Chicago to 
testify in this case: Colonel E. W. Smith, Aide-de-Camp, and 
Lieutenant Maguire, Corps of Engineers of General Terry's 
staff, and the following of the 7th benny 7A : Colonel Frederick 
W. Benteen, Captain Thomas H. French, Myles Moylan, Edward 
8S. Godfrey and Edward G. Mathey, and Ist Lieutenants Charies 
¢ 2a, George D. Wallace, Charles A. Varnum and Luther 

. e. 


8taH Cavatry, Col. J. I. Gregg.—Headquarters and 
@, H, Fort Ringgold, Texas; U, D, I, L, Fort Brown, 
Tex.; A, B, K, M, Fort Clark, Tex.; EK, San Diego, Tex.; F, 
Fort McIntosh, 
9TH CavaLRy, Col. Edward Hatch.—Headquarters, 
Santa Fe, N. M.; L, Fort Bl Tex.: K, Fort Garland, C. T.; 
FP, H, M, Fort Stanton. N. M.; A.¢ B, ©, G@, Fort Bayard, 
N.M’; &, Fort Union, N. M.; I,¢ Ojo Caliente, N. M.; D. 
\-y Lewis, Colo,” 
+ In the 
Detached Service. —2d Lieut. R. T. Emmet will pro- 
ceed from Fort Union to Ojo Caliente, N. M., and re- 
lieve 2d Lieut. H. H. Wright of command of the De- 
tachment of Navajoe Scouts. Upon being relieved, 
Lieut. Wright is authorized to avail himself of the 
leave of absence granted him in par. 3, 8. O. 175, from 
Hdgqrs Dept. of the Missouri (S. O. 115, Dec. 19, 
D. N,. M.) 
Leave of Absence.—One month, Capt. F. T. Bennett, 
Fort Wingate, N. M., to apply for extension of one 
month (8. O. 234, Dec. 24, D. M.) 


ler ARTILLERY, Col. Israel Vogdes.—Headquarters 
and B, E, F, K, Fort Adams, R. I.; I, Fort Warren, Mass.; 
Cc, M, Fort Trumbull, Conn.; H, Fort Preble, Me.; L, Fort 
fadependence, Maas.; G, Ft. Monroe, Va.; A, D, Fort Colum- 
Leave Hxiended.—2d Lieut. Joseph 8. Oyster, ten 
days (8. O. 236, Dec. 24, D. E.) 
Capt. Chandler P. Eakin, fifteen days; Col. Israel 
Vogdes, five days (S. O. 237, Dec. 26, D. EK.) 
1st Lieut. Robert H. Patterson, five days (S. O. 238, 
Dec. 27, D. E.) 


28ND ARTILLERY.—Colonel William F. Barry.—Head- 
gperters and A, D, M, Fort Nctlenry, Md.; C, Fort Johnston, 
Li E, ie as ae ‘ Ft Monroe, Va.: B, H, 
m. . U.5 tb, »N. 2.5 Ly px. 
* On detached service in District of the ‘aS a 
Detached Servwe.—ist Lieut. Asher C. Taylor will 
proceed to Carlisle Bks, Penn., aad relieve of bis 
duties at that post 1st Lieut. Scantling, who will pro- 
ceed to Fort McHenry, Md., and report for duty with 
his battery. This detail was subsequently transferred 
to 1st Lieut. E. T, C. Richmond, and Lieut. Scantling 
— , ta, _ D, E , Dec. 24 and 27.) 
-—Capt. C. A. Woodrutft 
months (8. O., Dec. 28, W. D.) Penis: 


Detached Service.—1ist. Lieut. Samue! R. Jones will 
proceed to Lewiston, I. T., in charge of the cetach- 
p+ ay - 2d Se — en me. Having completed 

uty, Lieut. Jones will report at these Hd ‘ 
O. 146, Dec. 10, D. C.) , sa iain 


6TH ARTILLERY, Col. Henry J. Hunt.—H 
and E, ¥, 1, Charleston, 8.0.7 K, St. 7 Ay ria: B 
Ft Va.; D, Gavennah + Ae a wey Sas G 
Detached Service.—ist Lieut. E. R. Hills, Adjt., J.-A. 
of G. C.-M. to meet at Charleston, 8. C., by 94 4 n 
O. 78, from these Hdqrs (S. O. 104, Dec.'28, Ly. S.)' 
Relieved.—1st Lieut. William B. McCallum, ap- 
inted J.-A. of G, C.-M. to meet at Charleston, 8S. C. , 
n par, > Dept. 8. O. 78, is relieved (S. O. 104, Dec 
, D. B. 
Leave Hatended.—ist Lieut. William B. McC 
ten days (8. O. 102, Dec. 26, D. 8.) ns 








let Invantry, Lieut.-Col. Pinkney Lugenbeel.—Head 
quarters and A, C F ; 
Hale, D. T.; D, ii, Fort Sails. D, Trek, Port iaceae'D. T. 
Rgjoin.—Capt. W. E. Dougherty will return to his 
proper station (8. O., Dec. 28, W. D.) 
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ters and D, Fort LT; C, K, Camp Howard, L. T.; B, 
iE T, Fort Dolvilie, W. T-.; A, &, Hi, Coeur «Alene Lake, LT.i 
F, Camp Harney, Ore. 

BRD LNFaNTRY, Colonel De L. Floyd-Jones.—Head- 


quarters and C, E, F, G, Fort Shaw, M. A, Fort Benton, 
M. T.; K, Fort Logan, M. T.; B, D, H, I, Missoula City, M. T. 


4TH LnFANTRY, Colonel Franklin F. Flint.—Head- 
uarters and B,C, F,G, Fort Sanders, W. T.; E, H, Fort 

Pred. Steele, Ww. P.3 Ft. Fetterman, W.T.; D, KE, Fort 

Laramie, W. T.; I, Fort D. A. Russell, Wy. T. 

Detached Service.—2d Lieut. J. J. O’Brien, member, 
G C.-M. convened at Fort F. Stecle, W. T., by 5. O. 
103, from these Hdqis (8. O. 118, Dec. 19, D. P.) 

lst Lieut. Theodore E. True and 2d Lieut. Henry E. 
Robinson are detailed as members G, C.-M. convened 
at Fort Sanders, W. T., by par. 1, 8. O. 112, from 
these Hdqrs (38. O. 119, Dec. 23, D. P» 

Relieved.—2d Lieut. Carver Howland is relieved from 
duty as member G. C.-M. convened at Fort Sanders, 
W. T., by par. 1, 8. O. 112, from these Hdqrs (S. O. 
119, Dec. 28, D. P.) 


5rTn InFANTRY, Colonel Nelson A. Miles.—Head- 
quarters and A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, K, Ft. Keogh, M. T. 


6rH INFANTRY, Colonel William B. Hazen.—Heaa- 
uarters and C, D, E, F, G,1, Fort Buford, D. T.; A, B, Fort 
braham Lincoln, D. T.; H, K, Fort Stevenson, D. T. 


7ra InFANTRY, Col John Gibhon.—Headquarters, 
and B, C, &, F, H, K, Fort Snelling, Minn.; A, I, Port Shaw, 
M. T.; G, Fort Ellis, M. T.; D, Fort Logan, M. T. 


8TH INFANTRY, Col. August V. Kautz.—Headquar- 
ters and A, H, K, Benicia Bks, Cal.; C, Camp McDermit, 
Nev ; D, Camp Bidwell, Cal.; EB, Camp Gaston, Cal.; ¥, Camp 
Mojave, A. T.; G, Camp Halleck, Nev.; 1, San Diego, Cal.; b, 
Fort Yuma, Cal. 
Rejoin.—Capt. Daniel T. Wells, having completed 
the duty assigoed him, will return to his proper station 
(8. O., Dec. 26, W. D.) 


9TH INFANTRY, Col. John H. King.—Headquarters 
and G, H, Fort Omaha, Neb.; A, D, F, Fort McKinney, 
Wy. T.; 1, Fort McPherson, Neb.; E, Camp at Cheyenne De- 
pot, Wy. T.; B, Fort Sidney, Neb.; C, Fort Hartsuff, Neb. 


Detached Service, —The telegraphic instructions of the 
llth inst., requiring Capt. Edwin Pollock, Comdg. 
Camp at Cheyenne Depot, W. T., to repair to Omaha, 
Neb., and report at these Hdqrs, are confirmed (S. O. 
118, Dec. 19, D. P.) 


10rH INFANTRY, Colonel Henry B. Clitz.—Head- 
querters and A, B, C, F, I, Fort McKavett, Texas; D, 
‘ort McIntosh, Tex.; E, Fort Griffin, Tex.; G, H, K, 
Fort Clark, Tex. 


lltH LNFANTRY, Colonel] William H. Wood.—Head- 
narters and D, £, G, 1. K, Fort Bennett, D, T.; B,C, F, H, 
‘ort Custer, M. T.; A, Fort Sally, D. T. 

Leave of Absence.—Two months, to apply for exten- 
sion of two months, 2d Lieut. John H. Philbrick, 
Cheyenne Agency, D. 'T. (S. ©. 109, Dec. 24, M. D. M.) 

Lieut, Tiffany.—Of this officer a Baltimure corres- 
pondent of the N. Y. Herald says: 

Lieut. Tiffany, of the 11th United States Infantry, who recently 
deserted at Fort Custer, and for whoee arrest an order has been 
issued, is a native of Baltimore, a son of George Tiffany, a well 
known citizen formerly of Rose Hill, a suburban villa. Mrs. 
Tiffany, mother of Lieut. Tiffany, is now residing here, having 
resumed ber maiden name after her divorce from her husband, 
some years ago. The latter has since remarried, and is now re- 
siding abroad, it is thought in Paris. The family is wealthy and 
of high social standing. Young Tiflany in his youth was raised 
in tm extravagant manner; thus he never knew the value of 
money. Shortly before the war he was sent to Europe, and, 
after making the tour of the Continent, settled in Paris, where 
he led a fast life. When the war broke out he returned to this 
country and running the blockade joined Capt. Clark’s Con- 
federate company of Maryland Guards, which rendered valuable 
service during the war in Northeast Virginia. Tiffany went to 
Richmond on furlough and never returned. It was ascertained 
that he had gone back to Europe. After the war he returned to 
Baltimore and lived reclessly. He wandered about the country 
from New York to the Mississippi, and when West he caused a 
notice of his death to be published in a daily paper. Some time 
after a gentleman from Baltimore recognized him in the person 
of the first sergeant of acompany of United States soldiers in 
New Orleans. He stated that he had published the death notice 
in order that he might etart a new life under an assumed name. 
His position was made knowr to bis friends and the result was 
that he was promoted to a lieutenancy. While West last Sep- 
tember he clandestinely married idiss Barrett, of Baltimore, at 
the Palmer House. A despatch from Bismarck, which announces 
hie desertion while attending court-martial at Fort Keogh, and 
states that he was driven to that step by the threatened disclo- 
sure of forged pay accounts, gives all that is known of bis doings 
since acd furnishes a natural finale to a wild and extravagaut 
career, 

2d Lieut. Harry Tiffany, the officer referred to, was 


appointed from the Army Aug. 15, 1876. 


12TH INFANTRY, Colonel Orlando B. Willcox.—Head- 
quarters and A, F, Fort Whipple, A. T.; B, K, Camp Verde, 
A. T.; C, D, Camp Apache, A. T.: EF. Fort Supply, A. T.; G, 
Camp McDowell, A. T.; H, Camp Thomas, A. T.; I, Camp 
Grant, A. T. 
Change of Station.—1ist Lieut. A.G. Tassin is as- 
sicned to the command of Vo. D, Indian Scouts (8. O. 
144, Dec. 11, D. A.) 


13TH InFaNnTRY, Colonel P. R. de Trobmand.—Head- 
narterse and A, D, H, I, Jackson Bks, La.; B, F, K, Bator 

Rouge Bks, La.; C, Dardanelle, Ark.; G, Mt. Vernon, Als.; 

E, Hot Springs, Ark. 

Detached Service.—Col. P. R. DeTrobriand, Capts. 
F. E. DeCourcy, R. A. Torrey, James ‘Tf. McGinniss, 
Philip H. Ellis, 1st Lieuts. He M. McCawley, 
Thomas 8. Mumford, 2d Lieuts. M. F. Jamar, William 
$8. Davies, members, and 1st Lieut. Frank Baker, 
Adjt., J.-A. of G.-C.-M. Jackson Bks, La., Jan. 7 (8. 
O. 105, Dec. 30, D. 8.) 

Yellow Fever Experiences.—A reporter of the New 
Orleans Picayune tells this story of the recent experi- 
ences of the 13th Infantry, who were sent to Holly 
Springs to escape the yellow fever, the theory being 
that that place was above the yellow fever level, hav- 
ing in former visitations escaped it: 

The command arrived at Holly Springs on the 3ist of July and 
went into camp on the outskirts of the town. The fever broke out 
during the last days of August with a suddenness and virulence 
that was frightful. All who could leave, left—those who remained, 
died. Days passed on, days of suffering, and sorrow, and death, 
yet the command remained “waiting orders.” Previous to the 
appearance of the dread destroyer Gen. De Trobriand obtained a 
leave of absence and dep North. Capt. De Courcey, the 
senior officer in command, on the approach of the fever, pr 
to enforce strict quarantine isolating the troops from 
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direction. On 8th of September orders from department 
uarters were received for the command to 1 to Chatta- 
and, like sensible men, no time was lost in catching the first 
train for that point, arriving there on the following day. To the 
credit of the regiment, be it recorded however, that the soldiers 
were the last to leave olly Springs; all who could having left the 
devoted town; the march to the depot being through a “ deserted 
vi ,”’ and the soldiers were encamped, which, by the way, was 
on outskirts of the city, fully a quarter of a mile from any 
habitations. But they were not destined to remain here long, us 
the insidious destroyer followed them so quick upon their foot- 
steps, that on the 27th of September orders were received to break 
camp and proceed to Atlanta, at which city they arrived the day 
following, encamping one and a half miles from the city. The 
command would have proceeded to the McPherson Barracks, but 
these were occupied by nine companies of the 8th Infantry sta- 
tioned there. Notwithstanding the fact that nearly an entire regi- 
ment were at the Barracks, the good people of Atlanta extended a 
hearty welcome to that portion of the 13th which arrived on the 
borders of their town. ; 

On Monday, Dec. 9th, orders were received for the band and four 
companies to return to the Jackson Barracks, New Orleans, but the 
severe storm of that day and the one following prevented their de- 

arture. On Wednesday, however, they were enabled to leave At- 
fanta and arrived on Friday noon at their regimental headquarters 


at Jackson Barracks. ’ : . 

It is gratifying to observe that since their departure not a single 
death occurred, and that the health of the men has been remark- 
ably good, the sick list being entirely free for weeks in succession. 
This reflects praise upon the regimental surgeon, Dr. Theo. Artand, 


a resident of this city. ? 

The following is alist of the officers at present stationed at Jack- 
son Barracks: Gen. P. R. DeTrobriand, commanding; Capt. F. H. 
De Courcey and Lieut. M. F. Jamar, Company H; Capt T. H. Ellis 
and Lieut. A. McCrimmon, Company D; Lieut. C. 8. Hall, Com- 
pany A; Lieut. H. M. McCauley and Lieut. W. 8. Davies, Company 
i. Regimental Staff: Lieut. F. Baker, Adjutant; Lieut. F. Olm- 
stead, Quartermaster; Dr. 'T’. Artand, Surgeon. 

The other portions of the command are disposed as follows: 

Companies E and C, at Little Rock, Lieut. Col. H. A. Morrow, 


commanding. ; 
Companies B, F and K, at Baton Rouge Barracks, Major La Motte 


commanding. ‘ . TES 
Company G, at Mount Vernon, Ala., Capt., Emory W. Clift 


commanding. 
14TH InFANTRY, Col. Jobn E. Smith.—Headquarters 
and D, E, F, H, 1, K, Fort Douglas, Utah; A, Fort Hall, 

Idaho; B, C, G, Fort Cameron, U. T. 

Rejoin.—Col. Jobn E. Smith, having reported at 
these Hdqrs from Camp Douglas, U. T., is relieved 
from the duty upon which he was summoned here, 
and will returo to his station (8S. O. 109, Dec. 24, 
M. D. M.) 
15TH InFaNTRY, Col. Geo. A. Woodward.—Head- 

and D, K, Ft Wingate, N. M.; B, Ft Garland,C. T.; 
a ion, N. ML: E, Fort Bayard, N. M.: C, Fort Stanton. 

N. M.; 1. Camp Lewis, Colo.; A, G, Fort Bliss, Tex.; H, Fort 

Marcy, N. M 

Leave of Absence. —One month, Capt. Thomas Blair, 
Fort Marcy, N. M. (8S. O. 233, Dec. 23, D. M.) ; 

1o Join.—1st Lieut. George H. Kinzie is relieved 
from temporary duty at Fort Union, N. M., and will 
proceed to join his company for duty at Fort Bliss, 
Tex. (8. O. 114, Dec. 17, D. N. M.) 
16TH InranTRY, Colonel G. Pennypacker.—Headqrs. 

A, C, H, Fort Riley, Kas.; E,1, Fort Reno, I.'T.; B, D, Fort 

Sill, 1. T.; K, Fort Gibson, I. T.; F, G, Fort Wallace, Kas. 
17a Infantry, Colonel Thomas L. Crittenden.— 

Headquarters and C, Fort Totter, D.T; B,D, H, 1, Fort 

Yates, D. T.; G, Fort A. Lincoln, D. T.; A, F, Fort Sisseton, 

D. T.; E, K, Fort Pembina, D. T 
18TH INFANTRY, Colonel Thomas H. Ruger.—Head- 

quarters and B, C, D, E, ¥, G, H, I, K, McPherson bks, 

auanta, Ga.; A, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
19TH LnrantRy, Colonel Chares H. Smith.—Head- 
quarters and EB, H, K, Fort Lyon,C.T.; D, F, G, Fort Dodge, 

Kas.; C, 1, Fort Biliott, Tex.; A, B, Fort Supply, L. T. 
20Ta INFANTRY, Colonel Geo. Sykes.—Head quarters 

and B, D, G, I, K, Fort Brown, Tex.; A, San Antonio, Tex.; 

C, &, F, H, Fort Clark, Tex. 
21st INFANTRY, Colonel Alfred Sully.—Headquarters 

and D, G, K, Fort Vancouver, W. T.; A, Fort Boise, I. T.; 

H, Camp Harney, Or.; F, Fort Klamath, Or.; C, Fort Lapwai, 

1. T.; B, E, Ft Townsend, Wash. T.; I, Ft Canby, Wash. T. 

Fort Vancouver.—The officers at this post have just 
finished the construction of a neat little theatre in 
which the amateur talent of the post proposes to pive 
a series of entertainments during the winter. The 
first of these, given by the ‘‘ Sully Amateurs,” took 
place on December 13th, the play being the always 
popular and pleasing comedy of ‘* Everybody's 
Friend,” with the following cast: Mr. Felix Feuther- 
ley, Major Nickerson; Major Wellington De Boots, 
Lieut. Ebstein; Mr. Icebrook, Lieut. Bonesteel; Trap, 
Master Howard; Mrs. Featherley, Miss Howard; Mrs. 
De Boots, Mra. Downey; Mrs. Swandown, Mrs. 
Guard; Fanny, Miss Boyle. The company acquitted 
themselves very creditaly, as testified by the frequent 
applause of the audience, which, beside the officers 
and ladies of the garrison, included a large number of 
invited guests from Portland and Vancouver. The 
scenery and setting of the stage, the former painted by 
General Alfred Sully, commanding the post, were 
eapecially fine and much admired. The Oak Grove 
Theatre, as it is named, supplies a want long felt at 
this beautiful post in furnishing the garrison a place 
for recreation and enjoyment during our long rainy 
wintert. 
22ND INFANTRY, Colonel Banta Ly Grantor Hired 

da G, Fort Porter, N. Y.; A, C, D, H, For 

Wayne, Mich.; ¥, K, Fort Brady; Mich.; i; Fort Mackinac, 

Mich.; 1, Fort Gratiot, Mich. 
23xp INFANTRY, Colonel Jeff. C. Davis. —Headquarters 

and A, D, E, F, G, H,1, Fort Leavenworth, Kas.; B, C, K, 

Fort Hays, Kas. 
24rn InFANTRY, Colonel Joseph H. Potter.—Head- 

uarters and A, B, F, Fort Duncan, Tex.; D, E, H, Fort Mc- 
ntosh, Tex.; C, G, i, K, Fort Ringgold, Tex. 

Detached Service.—Iist Lieut. M. C. Wessells is de- 
tailed an additional member G. C.-M. instituted at 
Fort Duncan, Tex., per par. 2, 5S. O. 238, from these 
Hdgrs (8. O. 269, Dec. 21, D. T.) - ; 

1st Lieut. H. Wygant is detailed on special recruit- 
ing service, and will proceed to Memphis, Tenn., and 
report to the Supt. of General Recruiting Service for 
instructions (S. O. 272, Dec. 26, D. T.) 

Leave HExtended.—ist Lieut. B. M. Custer, R. Q. M., 
sixteen days (8. O. 270, Dec. 23, D. T.) : 

1st Lieut. J. R. Pierce, twenty-three days (S. O. 271, 
Dec. 24, D. T.) 

Capt. J. B. Nixon, five months (8. O., Dec, 26, 
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25ra InFantry, Colonel George L. Andrews.—Head- 
H, I,* Fort Davis, Tex. C, D, F, Fort 
Stockton, Tex. ; B, San Felipe, Tex.; A, G, K. Ft Concho, Tex. 


uarters and &, 
* In the field. 


noble and splendid qualities of mind that marked the 


Detached Service.—ist Lieut. W. 1. Sanborn is de-| man, taken almost in his prime by death. What he 
tailed on special recruiting service, and will proceed | did in life was not marred by any blots that stain the 


to Nashville, Tenn., and report to the Supt. of General 


Recruiting Service for instructions (S. O. 272, Dec. 26, | mighty deeds and vast accomplishments. 


on 

Relieved.—2d Lieut. J. C. Ord, A. D. C., is relieved 
as member G. C.-M. instituted at Fort McIntosh, Tex., 
per par. 7, 8. O. 258, from these Hdqrs (8. O. 268, 
Dec. 20, D. T.) 

Leave Hxtended.—ist Lieut. Wallace Tear, three 
months (S. O., Dec. 28, W. D.) 








Fort Whipple.—A Board of Officers, to consist of 
Major George H. Weeks, Q. M.; 1st Lieut. G. W. 
Kingsbury, K. Q. M., 12th Inr.; 2d Lieut. T. A. Touey, 
6th Cav., A. D. C., 18 appointed to meet at these Hdqrs 
to examine and report upon the system of water sup- 
ply for Prescott Barracks and Fort Whipple, A. T. (8. 
O. 147, Dec. 17, D. A.) 








Minitary Acapemy.—Before a General Court- 
martial which convened at West Point, New York, 
Nov. 12, 1878, and of which Major Alexander Piper, 
4th Artillery, is president, was arraigned and tried: 
Cadet Private Will T. May, ist Class, U. 8. Corps 
Cadets. Charge I—‘‘ Absenting himself without 
authority from his room, between tattoo and reveille, 
for a longer period than half an hour, in violation of 
paragraph 113, Regulations for the U. S. Military 
Academy, 1877.” Charge II —‘‘ Procuring to be 
made a false report, iu violation of paragraph 115, 
Regulations for the U. 8. Military Academy, 1877.” 
Finding, ‘‘ guiliy.’’ Sentence, ‘‘ To be dismissed the 
service.” 

“ EXECUTIVE Manston, Dec. 4, 1878. 


‘*The evidence in the foreguing case is not regarded 
as making out the offence of intentional deception, and 
as Cadet May has been in arrest for a month, the sen- 
tence is remitted and he will be released. The pro- 
ceedings are approved, R. B. Haygs.” 
(G. C. M. O. 52, Dec. 4, H. Q. A.) 





District CoMMANDS.—District commands are con- 
stituted tu enable troops, within certain limits, to 
move and co-operate, promptly. They are not intended 
to change, in any respect, the system of supply for 
posts, cantonments, or camps, nor will they lead to 
additional returns and reporis, or channels of commu- 
nication, except that it is not intenued, in an urgent 
case, 10 prevent post commanders from direct com- 
munication, or from acting on their own responsi- 
bility; report, however, to be made to the district 
commander. All movements of troops, or officers, 
wil! be reported by telegraph, at once, to department 
headquarters. Other communications will be sent 
tbrough, or by, post commanders to department head- 
quarters, direct. (G. O.15, Dec. 14, D. T.) 








Campaicn Hats.—The Secretary of War has ap- | years before Edison gave it a thought. 


proved ihe recommendation of the Q. M. General’s 
Department that the campaign hats, made by altering 
the old pattern fur hats, be reserved for sales to ofti- 
cers. The Department is now ready to fill requisitions 
for these hats. The selling price, after the 1st of 
January next, will be 87 cents each. Letter Q. M. G. 
Dec. 13. (Uircular No. 25, Dec. 24, D. M.) 

Army Reoister.—The annual Army Register will 
be some months behind hand this year owing to the 
time required to comply with the act of Congress 
which requires that a complete history of all services 
performeu, whether regular or vol inteer, as officer or 
enlisted man, shall be appended to the name of each’ 
officer in the Army, and that, in addition, lineal lists 
shall be given of the o.ticers of each grade in all arms 
of the service. 











A pespatca from Topeka, Kan., says: ‘‘ In response 
to » demand made by the Governor of Kansas the 
authorities at Washington have ordered the captured 
Cheyenne Indians to be taken to Fort Leavenworth, 
with a view to identifying those guilty of outrages in 
the States, that such may be turned over to the civil 
authorities of Kansas for trial and the remainder to 
their agency in the Indian Territory.” 





FUNERAL OF GENERAL ALEXANDER.—The Alta 
California, of Dec. 18, says: ‘Tue funeral ceremonies 
over the remains of General B. 8. Alexander were held 
at the Church of the Advent, yesterday, at 2 o’clock. 
The Episcepal service was impressively rendered by 
the officiating clergyman, the whole congregation join- 
ing in the responses. The officers stationed in the 
harbor were presept in the uniform of their rank, but 
in deference to the wishes of the relatives of the de- 
ceased, there was no military escort or other display. 
A detachment of svldiers from the 4th Artillery bure 
the casket to the hearse, and the following gentlemen 
officiated as pall-bearers: Mbjor-General Irvin Mc- 
Dowell, Gen. J. C. Kelton, Col. Stewart, Judge Ogden 
Hotiman, President Joseph Le Conte, Prof. Geo. 
Davidson, Hall McAllister, Msjor R. P. Hammond. 
‘The remains were buried in Lauiel ili Cemetery, with 
military bouvors at the grave. An intimate friend ot 
the deceased contributes the tollowing eulogium to the 
memory of one of the most eminent men in his profes 
sion who has come upon the stage of life in the past 
half century: 

At the last sad rites, and the farewell tribute of 
friends over the beloved and deeply lamented Gencrai 
B. 8. Alexander, at the Church of the Advent, there 
stood around his majestic form those who had shared 
with him the dangers of the battle-field; those who 
bad been his companions in youth, and those to whom 


record of hosts of men, whose glaring obituaries tell of 
: The escut- 
cheon of his honor was never sullied by a single act 
that would ill-become a man and a gentleman, and 
shone to the end as bright as the shield of Achilles. 
It was his province to carry cheerfulness among the 
careworn and melancholy; to raise up those who fell; 
to harmonize conflicts of friendship; to inspire to 
action as well as hope his sometimes disconsol:te 
friends; and by his noble example to show that it 
needs not high sounding title, or thrilling deeds, to 
have a man leave behind him a lasting memory. Asa 
soldier he had high and honorable rank. As a man he 
was above reproach; a trusty, courtly gentleman, who, 
had he lived in medieval times, would have been, 
without doubt, one of those gallant knights of old, 
who held a life too little in defence of a friend’s name. 
As he lay in the majesty of death, with the same bene- 
volent smile that always illumined his grand old face, 
he looked 
“ Like one who wraps the drapery of his couch 

About bim, and lies down to pleasant dreams.” 

Great in stature, he was equally as great in 

Son!; and in his thoughts, words and deeds, he bore 

Tbe unmistakable stamp of one of Nature’s noblemen. 
He was simple and frank, without any oppressive 
greatness about him, and was steadfast as au anchor 
to those whom he loved. He understood the use and 
meaning of life, and lived as he died, withoui fear. 
Very sorrowfully we left all that was mortal of our 
dear friend at the cemetery. 

He was 8 man, take him all in all, 
We shall not look upon his like again. Dz. 

Of Gen. Alexander’s work in San Francisco the 
Bulletin says: 
He had been a resident of this city for ten yeare or more. 
Among the services of special interest which he rendered were 
the plans which he furnished for the training walls of the Oak- 
land creek, He also was an advising engineer in the matter of 
Jaying out the water front according to the plans which lave 
been substantially followed by the Harbor Commissioners. He 
surveyed the harbor of San Diego, aud was at one time one of an 
advisory Board to examine and suggest a plan for the irrigation 
of the San Joaquin Valley. For many years he has been the 
Senior Engineer and member of the Pacific Board of Engineers 
for fortificatious. He was a very able officer, and highly es- 
teemed by all who knew him. 


SOME PERSONAL ITEMS. 


A CALLER on Senator Burnside recently found him writing a 
speech on the Army bill, using as stimulants a pot of hot tea and a 
music box which he now and then wound up. 


Tue President and Mrs. Hayes, Vice-President Wheeler, Secre- 
tary Evarts, and Gen. Sherman visited New York, Dec 30, to attend 
the reading of an address by Geo. W. Curtis, on the poet Bryant, at 
the N. Y. Historical Society. 


Tue N. Y. World publishes an extract from a letter written by 
Moses G. Farmer, Professor of Electricity at the Newport torpedo 
school, to show that he made practical use of the electric light 


WE see it reported that among the wedding gifts on the occasion 
of the marriage of Brevet Major Edwin B. Atwood, Captain and A- 


Corpus Christi, Texas, the ‘‘ Cattle King’ of the West. 


Or Beverly B. Douglass, Congressman from Virginia, who died 
in Washington last week of inflammation of the bowels, it is re- | t 
ported that he, his colleague Gilbert C. Walker, with other Con- 
gressmen, were engaged only a few days ago in a disgraceful 
drunken brawl in Washington, the result of which was a personal 
encounter which has ended in the death of one of the principals and 
the illness and possible death of the other. I 
In answer to a letter from Representative Whitthorne, chairman ( 


of the Sub-Committee of the Committee on Naval Affairs, investi- ( 


the Navy Robeson, and others, W. W. Wood, ex chief of the Bu- 
reau of Steam Engineering, has submitted a list of witnesses for 


the committee on Jan. 9. F 
Scotchman, and came with his parents from Renfrewshire in the 


year 1822. They settled at Rochester where jhe was apprenticed to 


A NEWSPAPER despatch reports that Secretary Thompson has 
given a position in the Navy Department to Spruille Broder, a 
young American who refused to renounce his allegiance to ac- 
cept the position of midshipman in the English navy to which he 
was promoted from an ordinary seaman, having passed the neces- 


a 


b 


duced in Congress shortly authorizing the President to appoint 
him either a midshipman or an ensign in the American Navy. 


diery.”” ‘‘ Let us,” said the Colonel in concluding, * uphold them 


meanwhile let us not be too niggardly with regard to that val- 
iant little remnant of an Army which the great nation still re- 
tains to enforce its authority, and symbolize its power.” 


Tur name of Jean de Vienne is not familiar to most American 
students of the world’s naval heroes, and yet the Marquis Terrier 
de Loray bespeaks for him a high place. In the brief review of his 
biography, which we find in the Revue Maritime et Coloniale, we 
learn that Jean de Vienne, who was made Admiral in 1373, effected 
more than one descent upon English shores, and in 1377 ravaged 


English coast. He died gloriously in battle, in 1396, at Nicopolis. | g 


Cyrus W. Frecp has undertaken to place a stone to mark the | 


JourRNAL, then under the command of Gen. Anthony Wayne— 





he bad ever been a friend and comforter, who remem- 





c 





ber now with tenderness the galiantry, the great-| in whose Abbey a monument has already been erected to Andre. 
heartedness, the geniality and the combination of | Considerable patriotic indignation has been excited by Mr. Field's 


action and, as an offset to it, it is proposed to erect a monument 
to Nathan Hale, a.patriotic young American schoolmaster who 
served Washington as a spy, and was hung in what is now the 
City Hall Park of New York City. $300 has been thus far sub- 
scribed for this purpose. 


Mrs. W. T. SHERMAN was to receive in Washington on New Year's 
day, assisted by her daughters, and by Mrs. Gen. Thomas Ewing, 
Miss Ewing, Mrs. Gen. Charles Ewing, Mrs. John K. Miller, Mrs. 
Col. J. C. Audenried, Mrs. Gen. O. M. Poe, Mrs. Gen. A. MeD. 
McCook, and Miss Phillipps of Dayton, Ohio. News was received, 
however, of the sudden death of the brother of General Sherman, ex- 
U. 8. Judge, Chas. T. Sherman, which took place at his residence 
in Cleveland, O., at 1 o’clock Wednesday morning of rheumatism 
of the heart. He leaves five children—Mrs. Gen. Miles, Mrs, Sena- 
tor Cameron, Mrs. Colgate Hoyt, Henry S. Sherman, of Cleveland, 
and John Sherman, Jr., United States Marshal of New-Mexico. 
The funeral will take place on Saturday, at which time Gen. W. T. 
Sherman and wife, Secretary John Sherman and wife, Senator 
Cameron and wife, Gen. Miles and wife, are expected to be present. 


Lizvt.-Cot, Frep. D. Grant, A. D, C., sailed for Europe, Dec. 
28, on the White Star steamer Britannic from New York. He is 
to meet General and Mrs. Grant in Paris, and after paying a visit 
to Mr. and Mrs. Sartoris in England, he is to start for India with 
his father. Mrs. F. D. Grant will remain in Chicago. He was in 
New York long enough to be interviewed by a reporter, to whose 
inquiry as to what he thought of his father’s chances for a third 
nomination for the Presidency, he most discreetly answered that 
he had nothing to say on the subject. A brother of Col. Grant, 
Mr. Ulysses S., Asst. U. 8. District Attorney, was nearly burnt ou 
of house and home by two youngsters, who, to conceal their imma. 
ture experiments with cigarettes, threw them into a corner when 
they set fire to the house, doing damage to the amount of several 
hundred dollars. 


Ir is proposed to erect in Fairmount Park an Equestrian Statues 
of the late Major-General George Gordon Meade. For this purpose 
the U. S. Government has given a number of bronze cannon, a 
fund of $2,000 has also been subscribed, to which the Fairmount 
Park Art Association will add a contribution of $5,000, leaving 
about $20,000 to be yet collected. This latter sum the women of 
Philadelphia are seeking to raise through the medium of a “‘ Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary Committee,”’ of which Mary McHenry is president 
and Louise E. Claghorn secretary and treasurer. It is confidently 
hoped, that through their efforts, the required amount will be 
raised, and the work completed at an early day. They solicit con- 
tributions from all citizens of Philadelphia, as well as from every 
one throughout the land, who honor the memory of the illustrious 
soldier and public benefactor. It is deemed eminently fitting that the 
proposed memorial shall adorn the grounds of that magnificent 
Park which was an object of so much solicitude to Gen. Meade, 
and for the existence of which we are largely indebted to him. He 
was one of the original Commissioners of Fairmount Park, and 
was unremitting in his labors for its establishment and improve- 
ment. 


Our old acquaintance, General G. Cluseret, whom we supposed 
to be dead, writes from Constantinople a letter to the N. Y. Heraéd, 
which shows that he is very much alive. It is in answer to some 
charges against him, which appeared in M. Jules Simon’s book 
upon the Commune. Cluseret cites his record in the French army 
to show that he is not an adventurer; that he entered it from St. 
Cyr in 1841, and resigned from it as Chief of Battalion in 1858, 


and that during nearly sixteen years’ service as a French 
Q. M., U. 8. A., which took place at St. Louis, Nov. 23, was one of officer the only punishment he suffered was fifteen days of close 
80,000 head of cattle from the bride's father, Richard King, of confinement for having termed his colonel an “ old blockhead." 
Just before his resignation he was one of three officers selected 
from the entire French Army to receive the cross of an officer of 


he Legion of Honor. He says: “* Whoever is acquainted with the 


usages in the French army knows that this distinction is never 
conferred except upon superior officers, never up on captains, and, 
for the strongest reasons, never upon an officer who may have been 
charged with irregular conduct.” From France Clyseret went to 


taly, where he served Garabaldi as an A. D.C. From Italy he 
ame to this country, where he received the rank of Brigadier- 
jeneral for gallant and distinguished services at the battle of 
‘ross Keys. Then he took a hand in the Paris Commune, and so 


gating the charges of malfeasance in office against ex-Secretary of is debarred a residence in France. 


Gen. Danret C. McCattum, who had charge of the Military 


examination, and expressed his intention to appear in person before | Railroads during the war, died at his residence in Brooklyn, on 


‘riday evening. Dec. 27, in the 64th yearof his age. He wasa 


carpenter. In that city of bridges he turned his attention to the 


study of their construction. Before he was thirty years old his 
skill as architect and engineer, and especially as a builder of 


ridges, became notable. When the Civil War broke out he volun- 


sary examination with the highest honors. A bill will be intro- teered, and eventually rose to be a Brevet Major-General in the 
volunteer service; rendering most services in the management of 
as the railroads upon which our troops depended for supplies. 1st 
Amone the speeches delivered in Cleveland, Ohio, Dec. 27, on | pieut. Wm. B. McCallum, of the 5th Artillery, who was graduated 
the occasion of the dedication of Cleveland’s “ great viaduct,”’ was | from the Military Academy, in 1867, is ason of Gen. McCallum. 
one by Col. Barnetz in response to the toast of “* Our citizen sol- | Gen, McCallum had considerable talent as a literary man and is the 
reputed author of several popular poems, among which may be 
as the local conservators of the traditions and knowledge of the | mentioned ‘‘ The Water Mill,” the concluding verse of which is 
illustrious armies which have but recently passed away; and | as follows: 


When the fight of life is o’er 
And earth recedes from view, 
And Heaven in all its glory shines 
’Mid the good, the pure and true. 
Then we’ll understand more clearly 
The proverb, deep and vast, 
The mill will never grind 
With the water that is past. 


Jupex Marcvs Orrersourc, American Minister to Mexico 


the Isle of Wight, destroyed Plymouth and Portsmouth, with the | quring the reign of Maximilian, has been giving a Herald reporter 
stores the latter contained, thus doing great damage to the English | gn account of the secret expedition to Mexico, in which Mr. Camp- 
marine. Inthe following year, also, he landed repeatedly on the | pel], Mr. Otterbourg’s successor as minister, was accompanied by 


en. Sherman on board the Susquehanna, while Mr. O. went to 


Mexico by land. It appears that it was first intended that General 
: . “We visited Gen. Grant at his headquarters,” 
spot where John Andre was hung (in the presence, it may be men- ee Weshtnghen~he wes then Gauantiad on a 
tioned here, of the grandfather of the Editor of the ARMY AND Navy soanabated nien with the object of our visit end a 
ot the secret instructions. Gen. Grant took one of his historical 





Andre monument is to be written by the Dean of Westminster, 


that is the grandfather, not the editor). The inscription for the cigars out of a box, lit it, offered us each one and sald ily, 


a ne eet nen ARR 
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as he emitted a long curl of fragrant smoke from his lips, ‘I wil 
not go to Mexico! I receive no orders from the State Department.’ 
* This order does not, properly speaking, come from the State De- 
partment, General,’ said I, “it is really one from the President— 
Mr. Johnson.’ ‘Mr. Otterbourg, I am not a Presidential creature. 
I am subject to the orders of Congress only. I will not leave Wash- 
ington. If the Government wants me to drive the French out of 
Mexico I can attend to that business from this office." Sheridan is 
near the frontier and he'll execute any orders I give him.’ After 
some general conversation about Mexico we retired and reported 
Gen. Grant's refusal to the State Department. The next we knew 
was that Gen. Sherman was to accompany us.’ While Gen. Sher- 
man was in Mexico Mr. O. tried to bring about a meeting between 
him and Bazaine, which would, he thinks, have had important con- 
sequences. In connection with the story of the failure of this inter- 
view he publishes this letter from Gen. Sherman: 
HeADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MIssoURI, | 
New Orveans, La., Dec. 23, 1866. 

Hon. Marcus Otterbourg, United States Consulate, City of Mexico : 

Dear Sir: Your kind note of Dec. 1, enclosing one of the same 
date from Marsha! Bazaine to yourself, did not reach me until to- 
day, when it was brought by the United States steamer Minnesota. 

I beg you will call on Marshal Bazaine and assure him in my 
name of my high appreciation of the manner in which he offered to 
receive me in the city of Mexico. You already know that reasons 
existed at that time why our Minister, Mr. Campbell, could not 
with propriety land at Vera Cruz, and I was required to attend him 
to Tampico and Matamoros. 

Iam now going to my proper military station at St. Louis, Mo., 
but should I ever again have a chance I will not hesitate to avail 
myself of it to meet that distinguished officer and to convey to him 
in person my acknowledgments of his kindness on this occasion. 

With great respect, your friend and servant, 

W. T. Suerman, Lieut.-General U. 8. Army. 








THE INDIAN PROBLEM. 


Brevet Major-General Nelson A. Miles, Colonel 5th 
Infantry, has addressed a letter to Senator Saunders, 
Chairman of the Joint Committee on the Transfer of 
the Indian Bureau, in answer to a request of the Sena- 
tor for the General’s views upon the Indian question. 
The letter is as follows : 

Wasuineton, D. C., Dec. 17, 1878. 


Hon. A. Saunders, U. S. Senate. 

Ste: In answer to your requestI have the honor to submit 
the following views regarding Indian questions: 

The relations existiug between the two races in this country 
at the present time is simply the result of two hundred years of 
warfare, of bad faith, and mismanagement. As a people and a 
Government, we have on our hands about 250,000 Indians that 
are, in the maiv, a constant source of great expense and annoy- 
ance. To avoid such wars as have frequently occurred in the 
past few years, the evils of which cannot be estimated ; to bet- 
ter the condil': » of the Indians, and save Government millions 
of money annux’):y, to give security to life and property along 
our extensive frcm!.er, I would, for the following reasons, renew 
the recoramendations I have frequently made in official commu- 
nications on the subject: 

Firet—No body of people can be successfully governed with- 
out some physical government. To continue the present system 
is to promote lawlessness and endanger settlements to murder 
and devastation. 

Second—-The change from barbarism to civilization must be 
Constant and gradual, and in accordance with nature's laws. 

Third—Education, civilization, and Christianization must be 
mainly through rising generations, and to make them, in turn, 
intelligent governors and instructors, they should be under 
proper it fluences, 

I believe the Hon. Secretary of the Interior is doing everything 
in his power tuo reform that branch of the public service, yet he 
has not the means of controlling the large tribes who are hos- 
tile or in a semi-hostile condition, and whoee warriors are fully 
armed and numbered by thousands. I would recommend that 
a stronger groverpinent be tried, at least for a few years, allow- 
ing the civilized and the semi-civilized who are living within the 
settiements, or in the eastern part of the Indian Territory, to re- 
main as at present. I would recommend: 

Firet—that the nomadic tribes, who are now fully mounted 
and armed—namely, the Sioux, Assinabones, Gros Ventres, 
Crows, Piegans, Arapahoes, Cheyennes, Kiowas, Comanches, 
Apaches, Navajoes, Utes, Bannocks, Spokanes, Umatillas, 
Blackfeet. and other like roaming tribes—be placed under the 
control of the War Department, 

Second—Toat the Hon. Secretary of War be directed to detail 
officers of known experience and integrity to have ckatge of 
theee tribes, and that appropriations made by Congress be dis- 
bureed in such away as to du the Indians the greatest good, 
preserve their loyalty, and to enable them to become self-sus- 
taining. 

Third—That the military forces shall be used to enforce the 
treaties made with the Indians, to keep them on their reserva- 
tions, or within the terms of their treaties, to prevent intrusions 
by white men upon Indian reservatious, and to protect Indians 
in their rights of persous and property; and 

Fourth—That the Secretary of War be autborized to make ure 
of avy unoccupied buildings at military posts for stores and 
property of the Indians, That any public animals or transpor- 
tation not otherwiee employed may be used in the breaking of 
ground ano the preparing of gardens and farms of local [ndians. 

Fifth—That avy unoccupied military posts may be used for 
the establishment of industrial schools, where the children of 
the different tribes may be sent and taught the English lan- 
guage, habits of in‘ustry, and the proper care of domestic stock, 
the ecience of agriculture, aud other useful knowledge that 
would enable them, when of suitable age, to become educators 
of their race. 

I recommended reveral years ago that efforts be made to first 
make the Indians a pastoral people, ae thie would be in accord- 
ance with their habite and tastes. J eiso recommended that edu- 
cational work be carried on in large schools where the youth 
could see the benefi's and the blessings of civilization. If the 
Indiane are herded together in large camps, as at present. where 
the children can attend schools, indolence, vice and disaflection 
are the resuits. If the Indians are scattered by families on their 
reservations, with their flocks and herds along the valleys, 
echools are out of the question. Heuce t urge the establishment 
of industrial aud normal schools near or within the eettiement 
The military branch of the Government are not desirous of un 
dGergoing the hardehips of these laborious, hazardous, and 
thankless Iudian campuigns, or the terrible risks of an Indian 
engagement, aud would strongly advocate and support any 
measure of reform. The army is made up from families of ali 
the peop'e in all parts of the country, and every Christian de 
pomination is represented among ite members, and it cannot be 
said that it is not in sympathy with anv movement that wou d 
improve the condition of affairs in the Territories, Asthe Army 
has, for the past 100 years, been intrasted with important civil 
duties, partioularly the great work of recenst:uction, in which 
the jives and property of over 11,000,000 of people were involved, 
it cannot be said that the Army is wanting in sympathy, integ 
rity, or executive ability to administer the affairs of a few thou- 
saud Iodians with ample and ¢xact justice to all concerned. 

I would further recommend that Congress define by law the 
legal status of the Indians as regarde the rights of life and prop- 
erty as he becomes civilized and educated. I see no objection, 
under the theory of our Government, to giving him the rights 
of citizeaship as well as the African or Asia ic. 

I have the honor to remain, with highest respect, 

Naison A. Mines, Colonel Fifth Infantry, 
Brevet Major-General], U.S. A. 


A reporter of the N. Y. World, who interviewed 
Geuerai Miles when he was in New York, says : 
He was looking hale and hearty, and as tough as an oak. Gen- 


the Indians of the Northwest this winter. “We have got the 
Sioux under complete subjection and contro!,” said he, “and 
there is no reason why they shouldn't be kept where they are. 
I think all that is needed now is perfect honesty with the In- 
dians and thorough discipline on the part of the military. That 
ig the only way to manage the Indians. It is nonsense to say 
that 20,000 or 30,000 wild Indian« like the Sioux tribes can be 
managed by any other means. By adhering to this plan of deal- 
ing with the Indians fairly but surely we have prevented any 
serious trouble in our district since winter before last.” Speak- 
ing of the prospects for the future the General eal it was im- 
possible to say what might take place. Without doubt some im- 
rtant changes would be seen within the next few ycars. The 
ed River Valley was one of the finest pieces of country in the 
world, and nothing could prevent its being thickly settled with 
white men in a few years. When he first visited the Northwest 
there was not a white man to be found anywhere in that valley. 
but last year no less than a million bushels of wheat was raised 
there. The valley was 300 miles long and in some places fifty 
miles wide. All the precious metals, such as gold, silver, and 
copper, were found there in abundance, and as for spain growing 
the valley could not be surpassed, if eqeeket. by any part o 
the known world. ‘*The Northern Pacific Railroad,” said Gen- 
eral Miles, “is now being pushed towards the Pacific coast at 
the rate of about a mile a day, and at this rate it ought to be 
open for travel a'l the way through in about three years. Witb 
the opening of that road must come a great influx of povulation, 
but what effect it will have upor the Indian question I am un- 
able to say.” 








BILLS BEFORE CONGRESS. 


S R. 43. Repealing so much of J. R 46, approved March 24, 
1867, as requires proof of loyalty by soldiers of the war of 1812, 
and their widows, in applications for bounty land. 

8. R. 45. Jomt Resolution authorizing the President to ap- 
point Doctor William Martin a fall surgeon in the U. 8S. N. 

8 To authorize Lieutenant Francis V. Greene, U. S. 
A., toaccept from the Emperor of Russia “ the decoration of St. 
Anne, 3d clase, for bravery at the battles of Shijka, August 
24th, and of Plevna, September 11th, 1877 ; and the decoration of 
St. Viadimir, 4th class, for bravery in the passage of the Balkans, 
December 25-31, 1877, and in the battle of Philippopolis, Janu- 
ary 15:h, 1878"; and “the decoration of the Campaign Medal. 
for serving with the Russian army in the campaign of 1877 and 
1878.”" 


S. 1497. To authorize the President to appoint George Glass a 
master in the Navy, not in the line of promotion. 

S. 1521. Abolishing pension agents and making it the duty of 
the Commissioner of Pensions, at Washington, District of Co- 
lumbia, to perform their duties, 

8S. 1543. Credit Paymaster J. S. Cunningham, U. 8S. N.. $1,- 
284.19 embezzled by bis clerk. 

8. 1545. Dating the appointment of Benjamin Alvord as briga- 
dier. general and Paymaster-General U. 8. A., bothas to rark and 
pay, nem January 1, 1872, the date he entered on the duties of 

* ottice. 

8. 1548. Authorizing ihe retirement of Herman Biggs, formerly 
captain and A. Q. M., U.S. A., with the rank of lieutenant-colo- 
nel, he having been disabled while serving in that grade. 

8. 1549. Granting a pension to Mrs. Matilda M. McCreery, 
widow of Lieut. George M. McCreery, U. 8. N. 

H. R. 5231. F ortification appropriation bill, appropriates $100,- 
000 for the protection, preservation, and repair or fortifications 
and other works of defence, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1880, the same to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of War; also, the following for the armament of fortifica- 
tions, namely: For the armament of sea-coast fortifications, 
including heavy guns and howitzers for flank defence, carriages, 
projectiles, fuses, powder, and implements, their trial and 
proof, and all necessary expenses incident thereto, and for 
Gatling and other machine guns, $125,000. For torpedoes for 
harbor defences, and the preservation of the same, and for tor 
pedo experiments in their application to harbor and Jand defence, 
and for instruction of engineer battalion in their preparation 
and application, $50,000: Provided, That the money herein ap- 
propria'ed for torpedoes ehall only be used in the establishment 
and maintenance of torpedoes to be operated from shore-stations 
for the destruction of an enemy’s vessel approaching the shore 
or entering the channels and fairways of harbors. Total, $275,- 


H. R. 5236. To increase to $72 a month the pension of certain 

msioned soldiers and sailors who are utterly helpless from in- 
— received or disease contracted while in the United States 
service. 

H. R. 5239. To allow William Nephew King, junior, to with- 
draw his resignation, and to restore him to the Naval Academy 
at Annapolis as a cadet- midshipman ip the Navy. 

H. K. 5241. Granting a pension of $50 a month to Ann M. 
Paulding, widow of Rear-Admtral Hiram Paulding. 

' ~ R. 5244, Appropriating $400,000 for dry-dock at League 
sland. 

H. R. 5248. To appoint Charles N. Warner, late ist lieutenant 
ith Artillery, an ofticer of artillery in the Army of the United 
States, with the same rank and date of commission that would now 
be his if he had remained in the Service; fill the first vacancy with- 
out pay for the time he was oat of service. 

K. 5256. Granting a pension of $50 a month to Mrs. Della 
Benner, widow of the late Lieut. Hiram H. Benner, 

H. R. 5805, Granting an increase of pension to the widow and 
infant child of John J. Evans, late draftsman U. 8. 8. Z/uron. 

H. R. 5316. Secs. 1 and 2 amends sections 1396 and 1479, R. S., to 
read as follows: ** A chaplain of the Navy shall not be lees than 25 
nor more than 35 years of age at the time of his appointment. No 
person shall be appointed as chaplain until he sball furnish proof 
that he is a reguiarly ordained minister of some religious denemi- 
nation, in good standing at the time of his appointment, together 
with a recommendation for such appointment from some author- 
ized ecclesiastical body or from not less than five accredited min- 
isters of said denomination; and, further, no person shall be ap- 
pointed as chaplain unless he has taken the degree of bachelor of 
arts or bachelor of divinity, in regular course, and has been pastor 
or assistant pastor of some F ben for at least one year.” * Chap- 
lains m the Navy shall have relative rank as follows: Four, the 
relative rank of captain; eight, that of commander; and twelve, 
that of lieutenant-commander. Nochaplain shall be promoted to 
the relative rank of captain until he has had six years’ sea service: 
Provided, That this restriction shall not prevent the promotion of 
the first four chaplains holding the relative rank of commander at 
the time of the pussage of this act.”’ Sec. 3. That the paragraph of 
section 1556, R. 8S., which refers to chaplains be expunged, and the 
paragraph in said section which refers to surgeons, paymasters, 
and chief engineers be amended by inserting the word *‘chaplains”’ 
after the word *‘ paymasters,”’ so that the first part of said para- 
graph shall read as follows: ** Surgeons, paymasters, chaplains, 
and chief engineers who have the same rank with paymasters.”’ 

Hi. R. 5823. Giving assimilated rank to warrant officers of the 
Navy, namely: boatswain, gunners, carpenters, and sailmakers, 
shall rank as follows: to rank with, but after ensigns, but with no 
additional right to other quarters than those now occupied by them; 
and when retired after good and faithful service, to rank with mas- 
ters on the retired list. Sec. 2. That this act is not to be construed 
as to affect the present rate of pay of the above mentioned ofticers, 
as they are not in the line of promotion, only as provided in this 
act. 

H. R. 5332. Gives to George W. Morse $25,000, in full compensa- 
tion for his services and expenses, and the cost of models by him 
furnished to the U. 8., in adapting his system of breech loading 
firearms to the arms of the U. 8. 

H. R. 5334. To — the name of H. R. Rathbone on the list 
of officers retired from active service, to take effect for rank and 
pay from Jan. 2, 1871, and to correct the Army records and register 
so that the name of said Rathbone will appear as continuously in 
service: Provided, That any and all moneys as pay or emoluments 
received by said Rathbone, on account of being declared mustered 
out as aforesaid, shall be deducted from his pay as such retired 
officer accruing from, on, and after Jan. 2, 1871. 

H. R. 5839, Provides that no pension shall be reduced or with- 
drawn, except upon previous notice to and hearing of the pen- 
sioner; and that in all applications for pension, bounty, or other 
claim of a soldier of the U. 8., the petitioner or his attorney shall 
have a right to inspect all testimony or reports concerning his claim 
that may be on file in the department. 

H. R. 5849. To provide a commission: for the adjudication of 


H. R. 5355. Granting a pension to widow of Edmund A. Ray- 
mond, late a quartermaster on U. 8. 8. Constitution. 

H. R. 5364. Giving Mary B. Kirby, widow of Reynold Marvin 
Kirby, major ist U. S. Artillery, $6,480, the amount that would 
have been due her as a pension, from the death of her said husband 
in 1842, at the rate of $15 per month. 

H. R. 5367. To transfer Paymaster Robert Burton Rodney from 
the retired list to the active list of the Navy, without additional 


pay. 

H. R. 5368. Granting a pension of $50a month to the widow of 
the late Col. Robert C Buchanan, brevet major-general U.S. A. 

H. R. 5369. Granting the arrears of pension to the widow of the 
late Capt. Edward S. Winder, 2d Dragoons, U. 8. A. 

H. R. 5384. Suspends appropriation act of June 18, 1878, so far as 
it reduces the pay and allowance of Brig.-Gen. Gabriel R. Paul, 
shot os @ both eyes at the battle of Gettysburg and now en- 
tirely blind. 

H. R. 53886. Amends the record of A. H. Von Luettwitz, 
lieutenant 3d Cavalry, so that he shall appear on the rolls and 
records of the Army for pay and emoluments as if he had been 
continuously in service since his original entry. 

H. R. 5414. To provide for the building of a marine hospital in 
the city of Memphis, Tenn. 

H. R. 5431. Amends the record of 1st Lieut. and Brevet Captain 
Thomas J. Spencer, 10th Cavalry, so that he shall appear on Army 
oe as captain, from May 17, 1876. 

H. R. 2. To appoint Eugene Wells, U. 8. A., to the same grade 
and rank of 2d lieutenant held by him Oct. 13, 1877, without back 


pay. 

H. R. 5489. Gives $850 to John Stark, late first class pilot U. S. N. 

_H. R. 5490. Pensions Matthias K. Haines, late acting ensign of 
dispatch boat Volunteer, U.S. N. 

H. R. 5514. (Passed the H. R. Dec. 13, 1878). Amends appropria- 
tion act of May 18, 1872, so as to include, in the settlement therein 
provided for, accounts for services of Government laborers, work- 
men, and mechanics, including watchmen and ship keepers, for 
deduction in pay on account of the eight hour law. 

H. R. 5532. Donates 20 condemned bronze cannon to the Cus- 
ter monument at the Military Academy at West Point. 








MonvuMENT TO REYNOLDS.—The committee of offi- 
cers of the 1st Corps of the Army of the Potomac, 
formed to carry into effect the desire of thoss who 
fought under General Reynolds to raise a monument 
to his memory, report that they have raised $14,383 08, 
expended as follows: 






By amount oy J. Q. A. Ward, for the statue........ $10,000 
essrs. Barker and Uo., for the pedestal.......... eo-- 2,825 00 
For foundation and setting pedestal 434 08 
Por setting statwe.........ccccscescccs é 

For plans, designs, printing, etc.... es 

Alexander Lawrie, for the portrait................+.++ 


The statue, which is of bronze, is semi-colossal, and 
was modelled by J. Q. A. Ward. It rests on a pedestal 
of Quincy granite teu feet high, designed by Richard 
M. Hunt, and stands in a conspicuous position near 
the entrance to the National Cemetery at Gettysburg. 
The portrait by Lawrie has been presented to the 
Military Academy, and “ will be given,’ Gen. Scho- 
field writes, ‘‘a conspicuous place in the Academy 
library, that it may excite the young officers and 
cadets to emulate the devotion to duty and country ex- 
emplified in General Reynolds’ life and death.” 








InpiAN CAVALRY.—The Commissioner of Indian 
Aflairs in his annual report says: 


The consolidation of Indian tribes upon fewer reservations 
would enable the Army to concentrate and become more effec- 
tive. There is, however, another remedy for the evi] indi- 
cated, which, in my judgment, can be and should be quickly 
adopted to eave the loss of life and property consequent on 
Indian outbreaks, and the great expense now entailed on the 
Government by Indian wars. An auxiliary force of Indian 
cavalry should be organized, enlisted from the young men of the 
most warlike tribes, and placed under the command of Army 
officers of experience. Such a force should be held ready for 
effective service at a moment’s warniug. The mere fact of its 
existence would serve to check the tendency to outbreaks, and 
by enlisting the young and warlike frem the various tribes the 
element of strife that is now chafing for the excitement of the 
war path would find legitimate occupation that would tend to 
repress the natural disposition for indiscriminate war and blood- 
shed. Such an auxiliary foice, not exceeding three thousand 
men, could be so placed as to be rapidly brought into action, in 
case of any threatened outbreak. It shoula be held in large 
bodies to be effective, and not divided up infinitesimally, as 
would be the case wiih ordinary Army ecouts ; and it would put 
an eflectual stop to raids running a course of from seven hun- 
dred to eighteen hundred miles. Of its feasibility there need be 
no question, for there can be no truer friend or braver man 
than the American Indian of the better type, and bis loyalty 
to the Gove’ nment, when once enlisted in its service, is beyond 
any reasonable doubt. If the English government can trust the 
Sepoys of India, we can place full confidence in our Indian 
allies. 

The Cumberland, Md., JVews, calls attention to the 
fact that this is substantialiy the plan advocated by 
Lieut. J. M. Burns, 17th Infantry, U. 8. A., in a com- 


munication to that paper published a year ago. 








Miuirary ReseERvVATIONS.—The following military 
reservations, in the State of Nevada, having been 
declared by the President, September 3, 1867, are 
hereby announced for tke information of all cor- 


cerned: 

Camp McDermit.—Commencing at the flagstaff; thence Seuth, 
46 deg. Weeat, two (2) miles to stake ‘*B ;’’ thence North, 2 deg. 
30 min. West, 1375 miles; thence North, 45 deg. East, 2.125 
miles; thence South, 60 dey. Kast, 2.25 miles; thence South, 46 
deg. 20 min. West, 0 625 mile; thence South, 45 deg. West, 2.125 
miles; thence North, 85 deg. West, 1.45 miles to stake * B.” 
Camp McD rmit—Hay Reservation.—Commencing at a post in 
& mound of earth at the junction of the East and West branches 
of Quinn’s River; thence North, 89 deg. 15 min. Hast, 80 
chains ; thence North, 0 deg. 45 min. West, 240 chains; thence 
North, 27 deg. 20 min. West, 160 chains; thence South, 89 deg. 15 
min. West, 160 chains; thence Soutb, 27 deg. 20 min. East, 160 
chains; thence South, 0 deg. 45 min. East, 240 chains; thence 
North, &9 deg. 15 min. East, 80 chains to the place of beginning. 
(G. O. 10, Dec. 7, M D. P.) 








J. Moreav, an artillery soldier, who in 1871 lost his eyes, 
his nose and his lower jaw by the bursting of a shell during 
the Fravco-Prussian war, has lately left the hospital of 
Vaide-Grace in Paris, with an artificial face of metal, with 
eyes, a nose aad a jaw which evables him to masticate his 
food properly. Betore going to war he became engaged to 
a young girl who, on his return, far from discarding him 
on account of his frightful mutilation, married him with- 
out hesitation, and has since devotedly supported him. 


CoMMANDER CHEYNE has just unfolded. in a speech at 
Glasgow, his new scheme for reaching the North Pole. He 
proposes to go as far northward as possible with ships, then 
push on over the ice with sledges, and then try to get to 
the Pole by means of three balloons, lashed to each other. 








eral Miles said he did nut anticipate any serious trouble with 


damages to the Norwegian bark AWanti¢. by collision with the U. 
8. 8. Vandalia 


A committee was appointed to collect money for the fur- 
therance of this enterprise. 
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Jam, 4, 1879 
THE NAVY. 


RUTHERFORD B. Hayes, Fresident and Com'der-in-Chief 
Ricwarp W. THompson, Secretary of the Navy. 
Joun W. Hoaa, Chief Clerk. 


BUREAUS OF THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 
Yarps anp Docks—Captain Richard L. Law. 
NavieaTion—Captain William D. Whiting. 
EQUIPMENT AND RecRuITINe—Commodore Earl English. 
OrpDNANCcE—Commodore Wm. N. Jeffers. 
MEDICINE AND SuncERY—Med. Director J. Winthrop Taylor. 
Provisions AND CLoTuine—P. M. General Geo. F. Cutter. 
Srzamu Enorxeerine—Eng.-in-Chief Wm. H. Shock. 
CoNSTRUOTION AND Rerparr—Chief Constructor John W.Easby. 
FLAG OFFICERS AFLOAT. 

Evropgan Station—Rear-Admiral W. E. Le Roy. 
Asiatic StatTios--Rear-Admiral T. H. Patterson. 
Pacrric Station—Rear-Admiral C. R. P. Rodgers. 
SoutH ATLANTIO-— Rear-Admiral Edw. T. Nichols. 
Nortr ATLantic—Rear-Admiral Jno. C. Howell. 

FLAG OFFICERS ON SHORE DUTY, 
Naval OsszrvaTory—Rear-Admiral John Rodgers Sage. 
Raves ASYLUM, ELPHIA—Rear-Admiral J. M. 





Nava. Acapemy—Commodore Foxhall A. Parker. 
COMMANDANTS NAVY YARDS AND STATIONS. 
Commodore E. R. Colhoun, Mare Island. 
Commodore George M. Ransom, Boston, Mase, 
Commodore J. W. A. Nicholson. New York. 
Commodore John C. Febiger, Washington, D C, 
Commodore J. Blakely Creighton, Norfolk, Va. 
Commodore Pierce Crosby. League Island, Penn. 
Commodore John Guest, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Captain George E. Belknap, Pensacola, Fla. 
Commodore Edward Simpson, Naval Station, New London, Ct. 
Commodore Geo. M. Ransom, Naval Station, Port Royal, 8. C. 
COMMANDANT MARINE CORPS, 
Colonel Commandant, Charles G. McCawley. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tue Marion was at Madeira Nov. 30, en route to 
the United States. 

THE Richmond arrived at New York from Boston 
Dec. 30. 

A caBLé telegram announced arrival a few days ago 
of the Wyoming at Gibraltar. 

Tue Board of Education of New York City has de- 
cided to appoint Commander Henry Erben to com- 
mand the state school ship St, Marys. 

MINUTE guns were fired at the Brooklyn Navy-yard, 
and colors at half-mast in memory of retired Rear 
Admiral Heft, on December 3 ist. 


Tue Zaterprise arrived at Gibraltar on the 21st of 
December, according to private advices, though no 
communication, telegraph or otherwise, has been re- 
ceived at the Navy Department announcing her arri- 
val. 

Tue sailors aboaid the receiving ship Wabash, 
Boston, were made happy by a suspension of all work 
on Christmas, and the receipt of presents from friends. 
They induiged in various games, and passed the day 
pleasantly. 

A BOARD of inspection and survey, at the Boston 
Navy-yard, consisting of Commander Oliver A. 
Batcheller, Naval Constructors Edward Hartt, S. H. 
Pook, and Frank L. Fernald, and Master Shipwright 
George W. Cock, finished its inspection of the 
Plymouth, December 24, and forwarded a report to 
Washington. 

Tue Jeannette, Bennett’s Polar ship, has received 
permission to go up to the Navy-yard at Mare Island, 
where it is probable such repairs as she will need will 
be put on at the expense of her owner. It is under- 
stood that Lieut. De Long will be detailed to command 
her in the Expedition. No other details have yet been 
determined on. 

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER C. D. SiGsser, who has 
had command of the Coast Survey steamer Blake 
during the past four years, is reported to be preparing 
a book on the methods and appliances for deep sea 
soundings, dredgings, trawlings, taking temperatures 
specimens, etc., etc., as used on board the Blake, 

A COLLISION took place in Boston harbor, during 
the storm on Saturday night between the ferry-boat 
Revere and the steam-launch of the Richmond. It is 
ascribed by the local papers to the carelessness of the 
midshipman in charge of the launch, who, it is said, 
supposed that ‘‘the ferry-boat would have to stand 
aside for any United States Navy vessel.” The launch, 
they assert also, ‘‘was without the proper lights, and 
not being seen by the pilot of the ferry-boat, was some- 
what damaged.” After the ferry-boat had picked up 
the sailors, it was impossible to bring her head to 
the wind, which was blowing a gale, and she drifted 
about the harbor until the drenched men were 
thoroughly chilled. 

A TELEGRAM from St. Thomas announces the death 
of Lieutenant Murray 8. Day, on board the Vandalva, 
Dec. 26th. Lieutenant Day entered the Navy Sep- 
tember 20, 1861, and was commissioned lieutenant 
March 21, 1870. Of his seventeen years of service, 
about one-half has been spent on sea. The high com- 
pliment was paid him by the Japanese government of 
making him surveyor-general, which position he filled 
with honor from 1873 to 1876, having been granted 
a leave of absence to accept the position. While on 
this duty he surveyed the coast line of Japan. His 
widow was a daughter of the late Gen. Green of the 
United States Army. 

Tue Bunker Hill (Mass.) Zimes says: 

The post of a chaplain in this Navy-yard is not a simecure 
office if ite duties are properly attended to; in this respect no 
fault can be found with ite present incumbent, Chaplain Tribou. 
He holds two Sunday services, the average attendance being 169 
men, visits the sick, both on board ship and at the Naval Hospi- 
tal at Chelsea, which is part of his parish, and sees that the 
sailors are provided with instructive reading matter. In addi- 
tion to these duties he has acted as recorder to six Courts- 
martial within the last thrce monthe. A chaplain, either ia the 
Army or Navy, stands, ae it were, between the men and the 
Officers, acting, frequently, 18 a mediator, and tempering, by the 
exercise of Christian charity, the rigors of discipline. The 


Wabash chapiain performs a hundred services for the sailors, 
deposits their money, makes their purchases ashore, often 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 


THE petty officers of the Colorado are on their metal 
to judge from the following : 


To the Editor of the Sun—Stz : We, the undersigned, petty of- 
ficers of the 0, have heard a great deal ef talk by. the 
marines of the Brooklyn barracks and the Colorado about their 
walking qualities—men who, we consider, have a great deal of 
presumption to challenge any one, seeing that they did not have 
courage to accept the challenge of the apprentice boys of the 
Minnesota to a simple battalion drill. e challenge any five 
men they may pick ont of their corps toa 500-mile walking 
match, for the sum of $590 aside, the match to take place New 
Year's week at Mozart Garden, Brooklyn, or any other place 
that can be agreed upon. If not accepted by the marines, we 
challenge Shise. men belonging to the police force of New 


York or Broo 
Joun Tracy, Captain of After Guards, 
Joun Hank, Captain Fore Hold, 
Witt1am Murray, Captair Forecastle, 
James Watson, Quartermaster, 
JAMES Barry, Quarter Gunner, 
of the U. S. R. 8. Colorado, Brooklyn, L. I. 





Ww Navy Depa? } 
Gussbieten ASHINGTON, Dec, 27, 1878. 

The Department has the painful duty of making knowa to the 
Naval Service the death of Rear Admiral Henry K. Hoff, at 
yam D.C., on the 25th instant, in the 78d year of 

Rear Admiral Hoff entered the Navy October 28, 1823, and was 
promoted to Rear Admiral] April 13, 1867. 

He commanded the North Atlantic Station from Feb- 
ruary 18, 1868, until August 23, 1869, and during bis long con- 
—— a with the Navy performed his duties with ability and 

On the day after the receipt of this order the flags of the 
Navy-yards and Stations, and of all ships in commission, will be 
displayed at half-mast from eunrise to sunset, and thirteen 
minute-guns will be fired at noon from each Navy-yard and 
Station, flagship and vessel acting singly. 

R. W. THompson, Secretary of the Navy. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


ORDERED,, 


Dec. 27.—Lieutenant A. M. Thackara, to instruction in ord- 
| nance at the mayen. Washington, on the 6th January. 
Drc. 30,--Lieut. F. Aug. Miller, to the Ticonderoga, rer steam- 

sbip Lilinois from a on the 2d January. 

Dec. 31.—Commodore Thomas Pattison, to command the 
Naval Station at Port Royal, 8. C., on the 10th January, 
— 2.—Gunner Wm. E. Webber, to the receiving ship Frank- 

DETACHED, 


Dec, 31.—Commodore George M. Ransom, from the command 
of the Naval Station at Port Royal, 8. C., on the 10th January, 
and ordered to command the Navy-yard, Boston, Mass., on the 
16th January. 

Jan. 2. -Rear-Admiral Wm. E, Leroy, from the command of 
Ss European Station, aud Captain J. L. Davis to take temporary 
charge. 
ee T. H. Fortune, from the Plymouth, and granted sick 

ve, 

Acting Gunner P. Lynch, from the Franklin, and ordered to 
the Plymouth. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 


To commander B. B. Taylor, attached to the Navy-yard, Bos- 
ton, for two weeks from January 3, 

To Paymaster T. S. Thompson, attached to the New Hamp- 
shire, at Port Royal, 8. C., for three weeks from January 12. 

To Paesed Assistant Engineer T. Cook, attached to the Wyan- 
dotte, for one month from December 30. 


LEAVE EXTENDED. 


The leave of Lieutenant Joseph E. Jones has been extended 
one month. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Nav7 of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General for the week ending December 81, 1878 : 


an Kuhn Hoff, rear-admiral, December 25, Washington 


y. 
Henry Loveland, beneficiary, December 26, Naval Asylum, 
Philadelphia. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 
DETACHED. 
Dec. 26.—First Lieutenant Richard Wallach, from the com- 


mand of the marine guard of the Portsmouth, and ordered to 
duty at the Marine Barracks at New York. 








(Contributed to the Army and Navy Journal.) 
‘“*SEA FOAMS,” OR ‘“‘ NAVAL YARNS.”—NO., IX. 
‘* HAIL! THE CONQUERING HERO COMES!” 


THE West India fleet, commanded by Commodore 
Perry, departed from Vera Cruz, in the early part of 
1847, for the purpose of rendezvous at Lotos Island, 
to drill the landing party detailed to attack Tuspan. 

As soon as the battalion was considered au fait, in 

marching, counter-marching, loading, and firing, and 
thai, a now high rank officer, had tested his steel on a 
tree, cutting it in twain at one blow, the vessels re- 
paired and anchored oft Tuspan Bar. 
The masts were struck out of the small steamers, 
the Kentledge transported to heavy draft vessels; when 
the other preparations were completed, the schooners 
and boats of the expedition were taken in tow by the 
Spitfire, Vizen, Scorpion, and other steamers, and stood 
for the bar, directing their course up the river. 

A landing was ettected on the right bank of the 
entrance, and the march began. But as the Commo- 
dore was unoprovided with a correct chart, and the 
topography of the country was unknown to the offi- 
cers, the web-footed Army found itself on the banks 
of a tributary which prevented an advance. 

The battalion was re-embarked; the boats again 
taken in tow, and the forces began to approach the 
city fortifications. From the high hill back of Tuspan, 


cracking away from a battery thereon. Strange to 
say, that although the river surface was crowded with 
vessels and boats—that oars were struck, and the 
water splashed over the crews—not a person was in- 
jured by the downward firing. 

The Spitfire, bearing the broad pennant of Commo- 
dore Perry, had just reached a turn of the river when, 
from the cover of the mangrove bushes, a sudden fire 
was delivered from a masked battery, which wounded 





writes letters to their friends, and is as industrious a clergyman 
as can be found in any of the churches of the city. 


‘several of the officers and men, among them Com 


the Mexicans gave the first evidence of welcome by |ject of their controversies w 


a. . “ane 
871 
mander Tatnall and Lieutenant Parker. ‘This battery 
and another discovered a quarter of a mile above— 
both being on the left bank—were easily stormed apd 
carried by Jack, who rowed at them with a vim, 
dashed on shore, and dislodged the Mexicans, without 
much fighting, the ‘‘ yellow boys” disappearing as if 


by magic. 

Tt = while thie battery was being attacked that th 
trim, beautiful white gig of the frigate Raritan, Cap- 
tain French Forrest, steering, passed the Spitfire. The 
bugler on the bow played national and patriotic air 
which attracted the attention of the Commodore an 
officers. 

‘A pretty boat and brave captain,” eaid Commo- 
dore Perry to the officers nearest tohim. ‘And a 
good bugler, too, if I may judge from the manner in 
which he toots.” 

‘*He plays tbat tune very well,” remarked Com- 
mander Tatnall. 

** What tune is it?” inquired the Commodore. 

‘* Hail! the Conquering Hero Comes!” replied the 
Commander. 

‘*The conquering hero! He, the conquering hero!” 
roared Perry, as he jumped from the paddle box to 
the hurricane deck. “ Hail him, sir! Hail him! Call 
him back! I'll let him know who the conquering hero 
is.’ 

Forrest came within hailing distance; ‘there was a 
dialogue between the Commodore and the Captain; 
not an amicable one either, judging from the angry 
appearance of the subordinate officer when he sheered 
off his gig to return to his vessel. The squadron con- 
tinued up the river, the crew landed, and drove the 
Mexicans from the hill and city. 

The next day the victory was celebrated by a grand 
procession, the marshals and aids of the Commo- 
dore being afforded the opportunity of displaying their 
horseman and donkey-ship, according to the 
assigned to them. 

The citizens of Tuspan were not molested. Jack, 
however, did not spare the grog shops nor hen roosts. 

The battle was a pleasure excursion—or would have 
proved an agreeable pastime, had not the mosquitoes 
participated therein. 

Several men were killed, among them, J. Forrest, a 
pioneer. He was buried with military honors, and 
was carried to the grave in the only coffin to be found 
in Tuspan, the oue used by the Mexicans to transport 
bodies from the Cathedral to the cemetery. 
Midshipman B., assisted by Midshipman Howard 
March, commanded the burial party. While reading 
the burial service, the Mexicans attacked the sailors. 
The three volleys reserved for the military honors of 
Forrest were aimed at the Deigos, who, after a short 
but decisive action, retreated. Bos §ray. 








Tur New Russran Cruisers. — The Russian ship 
Africa, with a thousand tons of coal, two hundred 
Evans rifles, several hundred boxes of cartridges, three 
Gatling guns, and provisions enough to last a month, 
will soon suil from Philadelphia for Europe. Her cargo 
as regards guns and ammunition, is the same as that 
of the Hurope and Asia. Like them she will clear for 
Sitka, Alaska, but will in reality go to Copenhagen, 
where, with the other two vessels, she will receive 
her armament. Each veesel will take on board three 
eight inch guns and four broadsiders. These guns will 
be sent to Copenhagen from Cronstadt. The fourth 
Russiar vessel, the Zabiaca, is not yet finished. 

The Philadelphia Press thus describes the transfer 
of the other two vessels to the Russian flag: 


Saturday night, the Breakwater was reached and the vessels lay 
off Lewes. Sunday morning up came the anchors, the sails were 
set to steady the ships, and at a given signal both bore away, out 
from the Capes of Delawarc, and were soon breasting the broad 
swells of the Atlantic. By nine o'clock they were well down, and 
an hour later those on board looking back to the green shores fast 
receding could only see the sentinel towers of Cape May and Cape 
Henlopen standing out clear and bold in the bright sunshine, and 
then a sudden change took place. From listless looking specta- 
tors, some of our whilom guests, who have lavished their cash 
around Kensington for six months, became metamorphosed into 
Russian naval officers; the sailors appeared in new uniforms; a 
regular naval watch was set; the American ‘captains’ stepped 
down from the bridge, and gave place to white-capped, and gold- 
epauletted, and brass-buttoned officers of the Russian cruisers. A 
brief consultation took place between Mr. Barker and Capt. 
Semetchkin, of the Imperial Russian Navy, and Admiral of t 
new fleet. A moment later both gentlemen appeared on deck, the 
naval officer in full uniform and bearing several decorations on his 
breast. Flash! and then the sound of a gun across the 
waters from the Hurope to the Asia, and both vessels shortly after 
“lay to.” The call to quarters was given, and officers and men as- 
sembled on deck. A small altar was 6 ily improvised on each 
vessel, and Captain Griffenberg on the Hurope, and Captain Avel- 
lan, on the Asia, took their places in front of a crucifix, which 
formed the principal feature of the altar. The religious service 
which is laid down for the Russian vessels was then read, officers 
and men standing reverently with uncovered heads while the de- 
votions proceeded. A Russian hymn began, all the sailors singing, 
and as the sounds were wafted across the waves both crews sang 
in unison. In another moment the scene again changed, “a 
a gun was fired. Quick as a flash ran up to the mast the 
double-eagle standard of the Imperial Russian navy, officers and 
men saluted, a ringing cheer was given, and the vessels had, for 
the first time, come under the unquestioned command of the officers 
of the Czar. Immediately after a signal was made to a pilot boat, 
which was tacking about a mile distant, and she for the 
Asia. Meanwhile the American guests were handsomely enter- 
tained, and parting bumpers were drunk to the success of the new 
war ship. 








WE published last week an article from the N. Y. 
Herald, headed ‘* Staft and Line,” in which allusion 
was made to a memorial addressed by the Line officers 
of the Navy to the —— of the Navy on the sub- 
th the Staff. ‘*A Naval 
Officer” writes to the Herald to say ‘“‘that it refers to 
an official document presented to the honorable Secre- 
tary of the Navy nearly a year since,” which “ was 
signed by nearly every J.ine officer accessible at the 
time it was drawn up, but the bureau officers, as well 
as the admiral and vice admiral, were not asked to 
sign, as it did not seem proper to commit these 
men to an expression of opinion in advance of the 
time when it might be officially sought by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy.” 
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U. 8. ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. | course of preliminary professional instruction, as of- 
ficers who keep abreast with the advanced military 


NEW YORK, SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 1879. knowledge and progress of the day. 
Ia truth, no man can be said, in these days of ac- 


tive discovery, invention, and thought, to be up to 
the requirements of his profession, who does not 
keep himself promptly informed of its latest tri- 
umphe. Take, for example, medicine—the practice 
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expect to have with his theology, the least fluctuat- 

ing and advancing of professions, so far as its litera- 

ture is concerned, yet finds new commentaries, new 

codexes, and new revisions of the Scriptures them- 

selves for his study, to say nothing of new applica- 
HOWES & COMPANY, tions of old truths needed in daily life. 
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In discussing the Indian question since the prefer- 
ence of the Indian is considered, the true cause for his 
preference should be stated. It is a fact that the In- 
dians almost invariably do prefer the civil manage- 
ment, but it is for the reason alone that they know the 
military man is their master, while the civil agent is 
their servant. They control him in almost everything, 
unless he has a garrison at his back, even with menace 
and insult, and this is the exact ground on which they 
base their preference, 





so much officers who have passed through a general 


And whether the Ass y bill wenn or does not become Killona case was to be justified, if at all, not as the act 
a law, no one can fail to recognize the value of the 
educational system proposed in sections 250 to 260 
inclusive. Section 250 declares that “all officers 
shall acquaint themselves with military history, in- 
ternational law, field fortification, the practice of 
courts-martial,” etc., etc. Now, we are convinced 
that the new demands of the service will be greatly 
for well-informed officers; and by this we mean not 


of a soldier, but as that of a private citizen; that the 
military force that obeyed his orders in ousting the 
plaintiff and his representatives, was also to be re- 
cognized only as citizens; and that if the whole Army 
had gone thither it would have been only “‘an armed 
mob.” In his charge to the jury, Judge Wallace 
reiterated this point. ‘‘The defendant was there 
under the law to protect the people in their rights of 





persons and property, to repress turbulence and to 
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preserve peace; but he was not there to adjudicate 
upon their legal rights about property, and, therefore, 
in what he did he must be sustained, if he can be 
sustained at all, upon the theory that, having inter- 
vened by the procurement of Hoyt, he occupies the 
position which Hoyt occupied when he asserted his 
right to the possession of the property of which the 
plaintiff claims he was deprived.” The judge even 
said that Gen. Sheridan had erred, though uninten- 
tionally, in issuing his military order for dispossession, 
whose effect was that ‘‘the plaintiff had been de- 
prived of the property;” but as the jury decided that 
the plaintiff had no business with the property, we 
take it that the alleged error in their opinion wrought 
substantial justice. 
Now, the true point to notice here is the complete 
protecticn which the citizen has under the law against 
any permanent deprivation of his rights or rroperty 
under military authority. We see the Lieutenant- 
General of the United States called into court as a 
private citizen, to have the legality of his acts passed 
upon by a dozen jurymen. We see the court dis- 
tinctly laying down that the famous officer issued an 
order that he had noright toissue. Is it not clear 
that the law furnishes a perfect shield to the citizen 
against any excess of military authority? If inter 
arma silent leges, as says the old Latin adage, soon after 
does it not surely follow that inter leges silent arma? 
It is the law that has the final and decisive innings; 
and, such being the case, and with such examples 
before us, is it not time to stop the prate of the perils 
of military despotism in our land? 
We may extend still further the reflections which 
this remarkable case suggests. The military service of 
the United States, alike the Army and the Navy, has 
always been distinguiched for its rigid obedience to the 
law and to what has seemed to be the law. Occasion- 
ally, a muddle of military and civil authority, pro- 
duced by civil statutes, as during the Rebellion and 
the political status which grew out of it, has made the 
law doubtful, with almost as many different opinions 
as there are lawyers to discuss it; and accordingly in 
few, though rare cases, Offivers have proceeded in a 
way afterwards, on study, ruled to be illegal. Even 
in such rare cases, their wrongly exercised functions 
are almost always purely formal or ministerial. Gen. 
Burnside well said, in arguing that what are now only 
customs of the service should be made a prescribed 
code, ‘* Ufficers of the Army as a body are law-abiding 
men—they l often question the wisdom and pro- 
priety of regulations made by their superiors in au- 
thority, but they rarely question the law.” Precisely 
the same is true of officers of the Navy. We have 
lately had a striking illustration of this law-abiding 
epirit. Until last summer, the Army was often called 
upon to perform semi-civilian services, such as a 
sheriff's posse might more fittingly perform. Gens. 
Sherman, McDowell and other officers strongly ob- 
jected to this on principle, but in practice did all that 
was required. Then Congress, seized with a sudden 
notion that the Army was meddling too much in civil 
aftairs, passed the posse comi(atus prohibition. Army 
officers promptly accepted the restrictions, and invari- 
ably refused to give the aid which the statute forbade. 
No sooner had Congress got together again this winter 
than, with the same speed that characterized its former 
legislation, it repealed so much of it as applied to the 
frontier or Indian country, enumerating the excepted 
States and Territories by name. Army officers know 
quite as well as any body else that the law passed last 
summer was too sweeping for the public good, but 
that did not prevent them from obeying it. The Army 
and the Navy constitute the bulwark of law; and we 
are persuaded that a deep popular sense of the law- 
abiding spirit that pervades the two services is at the 
bottom of the perfect tranquillity felt by the people in 
them as guardians of the public liberties and defenders 


of the public honor. 








Ir cannot be denied that a great merit in the Burn- 
side plan is its bringing the Army into a unit under 
a single head. In order to effect this purpose, some 
powers have been transferred from the Secretary of 
War to the commanding general, while in other in 
stances the two have been given a sort of divisum 
imperium over the departments and military routine. 
We believe these changes will mainly commend them- 
selves to all sound and disinterested judges. The War 
Department is, in its personnel,a very fluctuating in- 
stitution—the Army is a permanent one ; the tenure in 
the one is for four years, and even less when cabinet 
quarrels occur—the tenure in the other is for life ; 
the one is a political machite, the other a profession ; 
in the one the accidents of party success determines 


or Z instead of X—in the other, an education in the 
military art, and successon many a hard-fought field 
are the qualifications; finally, the Secretaryship may be 
the prize of one who has never borne arms, who 
is wholly civilian in instincts and training, and who 
does not even comprehend the meaning of the terms 
that appear in orders to which his name is signed— 
while in the Generalcy there is always one equipped by 
knowledge and practice, cap-a-pie, with all that per- 
tains to soldiering. We, of course, make these com- 


incalculable service to the country; but it is also 
needful to point out that the Army must have a head, 
and that this head should be the soldier who is its 
general, and not a civilian in his bureau. We feel 
confident that nobody would more quickly uphold this 
proposed increase in the General’s jurisdiction than the 
clear-headed, discreet, and universally esteemed pres- 
ent head of the War Office. It should be remembered 
that we find the War Office successively in the hands 
of all sorts of men, from the highest to the lowest of 
integrity, capacity, temperament, and even common 
loyalty ; a Jefferson Davis is followed bya John B. 
Floyd, an E. M. Stanton, a Belknap, a Judge Taft, 
anda G. W. McCrary. The Army needs to be govern- 
ed by some more uniform spirit then any that is dis- 
cernible in these widely different types of men. 

The truth is that, while the present bill gives to the 
Commanding General by law what he has already by 
custom ; and while it further gives to him some 
authority that long ago ought to have been conceded 
to him by law or by custom, yet there is no real 
change in this direction of a detrimental kind. 
The Secretary is, tv all intents and purposes, 
the President—if he be not, if their policies dif- 
fer, another Secretary ‘should be forthwith obtained. 
Now, the President can at any time remove the Gen- 
eral from the command of the Army, and appoint 
somebody else in his stead. Section 76 of the Burn 
side Bill is explicit enouzh on this head : 
That the General of the Army, or other general officer assigned 
by the Prestaent as Commanding G , shali, under the di- 
rection and during the pleasure of the President, have command 
of the entire Army, line and staff. 
Hence, any new power or privilege conferred on the 
General 1s held, as it were, in trust, oras by a vice- 
regent, and only increases the liability of the General 
to be removed by a wrong use of it. Meanwhile, this 
officer is intrusted with routine responsibilities that be- 
long to his office, and do not properly belong to a 
civilian officer, and especially while grades as high as 


our two highest exist in the Army. 








In view of the presentation in both Houses of Con- 
gress of the bill of the Committee on Army Re- 
organization, the following section of the Army Ap- 
propriation bill of last year is of immediate interest: 
Sec. 18. That from and after the passage of this act, all pro- 
motions in the Army in each and every grade, arm, corps and 
department thereof, shall cease, and thereafter no promotions 
or appointments shall be made to fiJl any vacancy which may 
occur, or be created therein, until after such report shall be 
made and acted upon by Congress. Provided, That this limita- 
tion shall not apply to the line of the Army below the rank of 


captain. 

We should say that the letter of this law would 
allow promotions to begin now ; for there is no ques- 
tion that, in a strictly parliamentary sense, both 
Houses ‘‘ acted” on the report of the Army Com- 
mittee when they made it the special order for a day 
fixed. Sut this interpretation would not be the spirit 
of the law. Its intent was to suspend promotions 
until Congress should definitely decide on what to do 
with the reorganization to be proposed by the Com- 
mittee—so that any diminution in officers, if resolved 
upon, could be the more easily accomplished. The 
real mistake, as usual with Congressional measures, 
was that in careless phraseology. Had the word 
‘*finally” been used before the word acted, the letter 
and the spirit would have been one. 

But while we hold that the spirit of the law does 
not yet allow promotions above the grade of captain, 
yet, should Congress postpone final action on this 
scheme, there is no question that promotions would be 
free. For, refusing to consider the scheme, even on 
the perfectly good ground that the session is too short, 
and that it is wiser to allow the next Congress to deal 
with it deliberately, would be an end of the whole 
matter. That would be all the action that the present 
Congress can ever take. Hence, even without the 
formal repeal of the bar to promotions, they will begin 
after the 4th of March; but whether under the pre- 
sent organization or some new one remains to be seen. 








Gen. SHERIDAN promised that as soon as he had 
the attack of Mr. Butler off his hands, he would take 


parisons without any reflection upon war secretaries as 
such, for many of them have been, in their spheres, of 


in areport which will give the latter gentleman some- 
thing to think of. Mr. Schurz wanted specifications 
under Gen. Sheridan’s protest against the bad 
management of Indian agencies. Now, he bas speci- 
fications, to an extent that suggests an embarras de 
richesses. It should be observed that Gen. Sheridan 
makes the point that, as his original report, to which 
Schuiz took exceptions, was to the General of the 
Army and the Secretary of War, for their information, 
he should not need to answer the communication 
of Mr. Schurz, had it not been indorsed over to him 
by the two former authorities. Accordingly, his 
answer takes the form of a supplementary report to 
the General of the Army. This report is simply a 
running key to, or comment upon, a mass of subordi- 
nate reports and exhibits. We shall not need to trans- 
fer to our columns this mass of proof of what our read- 
ers cannot doubt. But, if we did, a striking contrast 
would appear between the late oral evidence of Mr. 
Schurz, whose chief accusation against the Army was 
the Cherokee transfer of more than forty years ago, 
and this document of Gen. Sieridan, which recounts 
the shameful civilian management of our own day. 
The Lieutenant General says : 


The object I had in view in my annual report was to show that 
Indian wars came from twe causes (see report), but that while 
the first ene could not be avoided by the vernment, the sec- 
ond was clearly within its control, and resulted from the 
management of Indian affaires. I made no charges against the hon- 
orable Secretary of the Interior. I made no charg:s againet 
any one. I desired say to call the attention of my superior 
officers to the causes that produced discontent and out 
and that from the inadequacy of our military force resu 
the massacre of officers, suldiers and citizens, and the horrible 
and unmentionable barbarities pe ated on wemen and 
children, and to state my belief that these disasters might have 
been avoided by better organization, 2 more complete system 
and more integrity in the ts employed. The Secretary of 
the Interior saw fit to take this up, and by disingenuonsly say- 
ing that I had made charges as to corruption at every agency 
the limits of this military division, lenges me for facts to 
prove a charge he has himself put into my mouth. His inferen- 
ces are unwarranted by the language of the report, but in su 
port of what I did say-I respectfully submit the data sccompany- 
ing this supplemental report. 
‘The question of justice and right to the Indian is past and 
cannot . We have occupied his country, taken away 
from him his lordly domain, destroyed his herds of game, 
him up vn reservations, and reduced him to poverty. hu- 
manity’s sake, then, let us give him enough to eat and integrity 
“= soente owe a net to 

n conclusion, I desire to say that in my annual report and in 
this report my only objeet has been to s ui in th - 
the Indian, and in the best interest of life, property, 
velopment on the frontier of the lives of officers an soldiers, 
and the best economy in the administration of my command. 
The Indian, armed as he is, and in his own country, is superiur 
to us at any point where we are liable to meet him, and as he 
soeee fy ye Bee go ty here — poems’ him with an 
nferior force, in view oi the ters whic ned to poor 
Custer, Fetterman and others. on 








Messrs. L. R. Hamersiy anv Co., of Philadelphia, 
have issued a very creditable first number of “‘ a quar- 
terly review of military and naval affairs,” called Zhe 
United Serewe, The table of contents, which appeared 
on page 363 of our Jast number, includes articles by 
Admiral Porter, Commodores E. P. Simpson and T, 
H. Stevens, Captain Geo. E Belknap, Commander 
Edw. P. Lull, Lieut. R. M. G. Brown, Medicel Direc- 
tor E. Shippen, and Asst. Engineer E. T. Warburton, 
of the Navy; Lieut. H. Clay Cochrane, of the Marine 
Corps; Jas. W. Whittemore, Mejor Ordnance, and 
Captain H. W. Howgate, of the Army. There are 
also articles by Chaplain Trumbull, Jate U. 8. V.; 
Russell Thayer, Robt. B. Beath and James Joseph 
Talbot. The most important articles in a professional 
point of view are those on ‘‘ Conversion of Cannon,” 
by Commodore Simpson; ‘‘ The Care of Small Arms 
in Service,” by Major Whittemore; ‘‘ The Interoceanic 
Canal,” by Commander Lull, and ‘‘ Polar Coloniza- 
tion,” by Capt. Howgate. The article of Commodore 
Simpson is constructed from his report to the Navy 
Department, 1870-72. He describes the Palliser, the 
Dutch, the French and the Parson’s systems of con- 
version, giving his preference to the later, which com- 
mends itself by its simplicity and the perfect accord of 
mutual support of parts through the wall of the piece. 
The difficulty in the way of our adopting it is the want 
of suitable steel, but ‘‘ with steel or without steel the 
adoption of the Parson’s system of conversion will im- 
prove the artillery of the country; and our foundnes 
only need proper encouragement to furnish the steel. 
Captain Howgate gives an interesting account of the 
preliminary Arctie expedition of 1877-78, in which he 
lays stress upon the use of balloons ‘to greatly sim- 
plify the work of exploration and lessen its difficul- 
ties.” A series of experiments by Prof. A. 8. King 
during the past eighteen months has, we are told, de- 
monstrated the practicability of balloon service in the 
Arctic regions, and an envelope has been discovered 
by the Professor which will retain gas for thirty days. 
It is proposed to use captive balloons to determine 
favorable routes for travel and, under favoring circum- 
stances, for transporting supplies and small exploring 
parties from point to point. 








Tue Weekly Unien, Rock Island, sees in the new 
Army bill an insidious attempt on the part of Eastern 
manufacturers to ruin the West, and regards the sec- 








who shall be the incumbent—whether X instead of Y, 





up the attack of Mr. Schurz. He has kept his word 
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tion of the Army bill against the manufacture of arms 
‘* as the expression of a deliberate purpose on the part 
of the manufacturers of the East to prevent the mili- 
tary service from becoming independent of their con- 
trol by duing its own manufacturing, and as a blow at 


the industrial interest of the West.” It says: 


Rock Islanders will do well to cast aside a little of their usual 
unconcern as to legislative matters, and take some steps to insure 
the defeat of that section of the Army reorganization bill which 
forbids the manufacture of arms at United States arsenals. It is a 
direct blow at Rock Island Arsenal, where the arms of the future 
are intended to be made, and while it would seem that the Ameri- 
can le would never consent, after their experience at the out- 
break of the Rebellion, to place themselves entirely at the mercy of 
contractors, there is too much reason to fear that a determined 
effort will be made to carry out this idea, if not in the Army bill 
then in some other. 


On the same subject the Washington correspondent 
of the Chicago Inter-Ocean, in a discussion of the 
features of the Army bill, says: 


Another feature of the Army bill which will meet criticism is the 
abolishment of the present arsenal system, and the clause which 
provides that the Government shall no longer manufacture its arms 
and ee, but shall buy them, and pay a profit to private 
manufacturers. The Government has expended millions of dollars in 
erecting manufactories, and buying machinery, until now its 
armories at Kock Island and Springtleld are the dnest in the world. 
Rock Island alone has a capacity to manufacture 100,000 complete 
sets of arms and equipments per month, and the Springfield shops 
have a capacity nearly as large. The Chief of Ordnance will tell 
you that within three months he can arm a body of 500,000 men. 
from the Government shops alone. But the operations of these 
immense and costly manufactories is prohibited by the proposed 
law, and the Government is required to buy its military equipments 
from private manufacturers. This is said to be Gen. burnside’s 
favorite section of the bill, and it will be remembered that he 
formerly had, if he does not now retain, connection with the manu- 

acture of muskets. 








Tue following circular has been sent to the naval 
officers residing in Washington: 
Wasaincrton, December 30, 1878. 
Sim: A large majority of the officers residing in this city hav 
ing expressed a desire to become members of the U. S. Naval 
Institute, and to organize a Branch Institute there, there will 
bea meeting at ths Navy Department, on Saturday, January 
4th, 1879, at 7:30 P. M., for that purpose. 
You are respectfully requested to attend said meeting, and it 
8 to be hoped that all Naval officers in the city will be present. 
Respectfally, Joun Ropegas, 
Rear Admiral, U. 8. Navy. 
We learn tht over rine-ten'hs of the officers at the 
Capital have signed a paper asking for admission to 
the Institute, and the establishment of a branch at 
Washington. This will be the first branch organized, 
and the Naval Institute has great hopes of being able 
to establish them at all naval stations. 





For the “Rev. W. T. Spoder,” referred to in our 
puragtaph of last week, as formerly professor of Ethics 
the Military Academy, Rev. W. T. Sprole was of 
course intended. The error was a typographical one. 
‘ Wheo Geo. Diboey H. Maury was a cadet, the Pro- 
fessor of Ethic:, from whom he received bis instruc- 
tion, was Rev. M. P. Parks; the Principal Assistant 
Professor, E. Parker Scammon. The Assistant) Pro 
fessors were Isaic 8S. K. Reeves, of South Cardlina; 
Richard W. Johnson, of Kentucky; James A. Hardie, 
of New York; Simon B. Buckner, of Kentucky} and 
Chas. P. Stone, of Massachusetts. 


Tue second narrative of the Polaris Expedition, 
p’epared under a resolution of Congress, from the 
minuscripts of Captain Hall, purchased from his 
widow, will soon be ready for submitting to Congress. 
It has been written, under the supervision of the Supt. 
of the Ubservatory, by Professor Nourse, and by Mr. 
Bryan, a member of the Expedition, and particularly 
familiar with all of its detailz. The work will no 
doubt be a valuable addition to those which have pre- 
ceded it on the subject of polar discoveries. Congress 
should promptly authorize its publication, and in suffi- 
cient number to secure a fair distribution of it to the 
educa‘i onal institutions, public libraries and depart- 
ments at home and abroad. 





Ovun Navy is spared at least one anxiety which vexes 
the naval service of the mother-country. A Committee 
on the Spiritual Provision for English Seamer, ap- 
pointed, apparently, by the Lower House of the Con- 
vocation of Canterbury, finds that ‘‘as regards their 
spiritual duties naval chaplains are more irresponsible 
than any other body of the ciergy.” What they coun- 
se] ,“*therefore, is a bishop for the Navy, serving as 
captain-general. Amongst his duties would be to act 
as ‘‘competent spiritual authority, with respect to 
things spiritual or shipboard, to advise the Admiralty 
on spiritual questions, te select, distribute, and super- 
intend the chapleins, and to promote, generally, 
spiritual life in the Navy.” One little illustrative 
touch like that sometimes serves better than a great die- 
play of statistics to show the complexity of the Eoglish 
naval establishment, as compared with our own, and 
how thorougbly its discipline is inawrought with estab- 
lished institut! n of church and state. 





Or the letter or General Miles on the Indian question, 
whick we publish elsewhere, the Boston Journal 
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says : “* Nothing has been said or written during the 


discussion pending the proposition to transfer the 
Indians to the War Department which evinces a wider 
comprehension of the Indian problem. The views of 
a man of Gen. Miles’s ability, who has seen the Indian 
under co many difterent conditions, are certainly en- 
titled to consideration, whatever those views may be. 
When, however, the Army officer who is never ac- 
cused of any silly sentimentalism generally, and cer- 
tainly of no such feeling for the ‘aoble red man’ whom 
he has fought, declares that the only solution of the 
Indian problem isin his education and in citiz:nship 
after civilization, his opinions are entitled to greater 
weight than those of men who have not seen the 
Indian from the Indian fighter’s standpoint.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Anmy anv Navy Journat does not hold him- 

8:if responsible for individual expressions of opinion in commu- 
uications published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 

lar, _- freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
eeling. 








NAVAL UNIFORM. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir: In your issue of Nov. 28 I was pleased to see a 
communication from one of my grade, signed ‘‘ An 
Ensign,” in which he calls attention to the most 
objectionable feature of our uniform, viz., the shoulder 
knots. Having had some experience with these 
cumbersome articles, I can state that I fully agree 
with ** An Ensign” that a light and comparatively in- 
expensive strap, such as he suggests, wuuld be a most 
welcome substitute. It has always appeared to me 
that to make an ensigao pay for his homely shoulder 
knots, from two to three times as muck as an admiral 
has to pay for his straps, is not only inconsistent but 
extremely unfair. 

I do not agree with ‘‘ An Ensign,” however, in 
wisbing tc wear the cocked hat and epaulettes, but, if 
they must follow as a necessary evil, let it be so rather 
than that the present abominable knots be retained in 


%. 

While I am on the subject of our uniform, I will 
take occasion to express my opinions regarding the 
distinctive sleeve oraaments worn by ensigns. I claim 
(and with reason, I think), that masters should wear 
two stripes consisting of one one-half inch and one 
one-quarter inch, the same as worn by lieutenants 
until Jan. 1, 1875, and that ensigns should succeed to 
the half inch stripe now worn by masters. Also, that 
midshipmen shoulu succeed to the quarter inch stripe 
now worn by ensigns. I have two reasons to offer for 
this change, viz.: 

A midshipman’s one-eighth inch stripe can not be 
procured on apy foreign station; bence midshipmen on 
foreign stations wear the same distinctive sleeve marks 
as ensigns, provided they have been on the station 
sufficiently long te require a renewal of their lace. 

Secondly. Ensigns have corresponding rank with 
English sub-lieutenants, who wear a stripe correspond- 
ing to that of a master in our Service. Now, while I 
deprecate any attempt to imitate any other power 
simply for the sake of imitation, I can but feel that 
it is scarcely just that officers of our Service should 
be made to appear more insignificant than officers of 
corresponding rank in foreign services. 

Believing that these remarks will meet with the 
approbation of those of my grade, whether of line 
or staff, I have the honor to be 

ANOTHER ENSIGN. 








CORRECTIONS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


f1r: In E. B. M.’s interesting communication, pub- 
lissed in last week’s Anmy AND Navy Journat, I 
notice two errors which I take the liberty of correct- 


ing. 
fie says: “ The first naval Court-martial was held 


Jav. 30, 1818,” when Capt. O. H. Perry and others 
were tried. Now Capt. Geo. Little was Court- 
martialled for occurrences growiog out of his capture 
of Lo Berceau io 1801, and honorably acquitted, the 
court holding its sessions on board the frigate Constitu- 
tion in Boston Harbor, and I am not sure that this is 
the earliest instance of a naval Court-martial in our 
Service. 

I have also now before me a volume of 496 pages, 
entitled ‘* Proceedings of the General Court-martial 
convened for the trial of Commodore James Barron, 
Captain Charles Gordon, Mr. William Hook and Cap- 
tain John Hall, of the United States ship Chesapeake, 
in the month of January, 1808"—a somewhat iwpor- 
tant ani well known trial. It is probable that there 
were wapny Court-martials prior to 1818, as it was 
remarked as creditable to Commodore Preble’s com 
mand before Tripoli in 18034, that there were no 
Court-martials during his command of that squadron. 

E. B. M. also says the first Navy Register was 
printed Feb. 21, 1814. Itistrue that the Register he 
alludes to is the first printed ‘‘ by order of the Senate,” 
bat there were earlier Registers prioted. In Novem- 
ber, 1800, Chas. W. Goldsborough, chief clerk of the 
Navy Department, and father of the late Rear-Admi- 
ral Louis M. and Commodore Juhn R. Goldsborovgh, 
published ‘* An original and correct lists of the Uniued 
States Navy, containing a list of ships in commission, 
and their respective force; a list of the officers and 
their rank, as well as those belonging to the Navy as 
the Marine Corps, and a digest of the principal laws 
relating to the Navy,” etc, ete. In 18056 a Navy 
Register was published ia the ** Gentleman’s Annual 





Pocket Remembrances for the year 1806,” published in 


Philadeiphia, and the American State papers’ volume 
on naval affairs contains a Navy list of the same date. 
These Registers were reprinted in Washington in 1872 
or 1873, with annotations. In 1818 there was pub- 
lished a Register with the followiog titles: ‘* A com- 
plete list of the American Navy, showing the name, 
number of guns, commanders’ names and station of 
each vessel, with the names of al! the vilicers in ser- 
vice for October, 1813, and Steel’s lists of the navy of 
Great Britain for July, 1813. Boston: Publish-d by 
Russell, Cutler and Co., and Joshua Belcher, 1813.” 
Next, following the Kegister of 1814, mentioned by E. 
. M., was an official Register dated August, 1815. 
The next publication was a Register issued by Moses 
Thomas of Philadelphia, December, 1815. The third 
official Register was dated Jan. 1, 1817, none being 
printed i2 1816, and since that date the Registers have 
been continued annually, I believe I am the owner of 
a copy of every United States Navy Register that bh 
been printed, whether pr'vate or official. ¥, 
Brook ine, Dec. 25, 1878. 








THE REORGANIZATION COMMITTEE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Sir : By the act approved July 28, 1866, the infantry 
was increased more iu proportion than the other line 
corps, consequently it had the advantage of promotion 
by said increase. [n the reorganization of the Army 
by act approved March 3d, 1869, the infantry was re- 
duced, but the other line corps had to suftsr in the 
way of promotion by having to absorb the surplus of- 
ficers. Some offic:rs applied to b32 placed upon the 
** unassigned list,” and through influence or other 
means, were transferred to the cavalry and artillery ; 
they, of course, gained by the said transfer, in coming 
in over those who ranked them in original date of 
commission and even as 1st lieuts. As the commis- 
sion evidently intends doing justice to all, the follow- 
ing method, providing transfers will have to be made 
to the different corps, would, [ think, be as fair as 
could be suggested: that is, when an officer from the 
active or reserved lists is transferred to another corps, 
let him be of the same rank and date, or below, that of 
the officer whose place he takes. As promotion is to 
be lineal, were the ranking captains and 1st lieuts. of 
infantry transferred to the cavalry and artillery, it 
would keep back promotion for years to come. Let 
the higher officers of the different grades who merit 
retention in the service, remain in the corps to which 
they now belong, but do not for the sake of helping 
them, work an act of injustice to others by having 
them transferred where they will keep back promotion. 
Some of the cavalry and artillery regiments are just 
now recovering from the reorganization of 1869. It 
may be that the infantry and cavalry can absorb their 
surplus officers, as a great many will be retired and 
others tate advantage of pay held out as an induce- 
ment for resigning. 

Why chaplains should come into the Army and rank 
Ist lieuts. who have been officers for 16 or 17 years— 
and such there are, men of as good if not better edu- 
cation than the chaplains, and probably as good 
morally—is more than I can comprehend. 

Why are the chaplains tv have rank at all? If for 
ccmmutation, quarters, ctc., let their commutation be 
established and their quarters designated by the com- 
manders of the posts and set aside for them. 

OVERSLAUGHED. 





(Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal ) 
AFFAIRS AT THE CAPITAL. 


Wasuineron, December 31, 1878. 


DurineG the recess of Congress for the holidays, the 
advocates and the opponents of the Army bill have, 
in a quiet way, marshalled their forces and canvassed 
their ** deestricts.” Some of the older officers who 
felt that the features of the bill as to compulsory re- 
tirement and reduction of rank were damaging to 
them, have given good dinners where the thing could 
be ** talked over, you know,” with their friends among 
the members. ‘Ine officers look at the bill from their 
own stand-point, and decide that it will or will not 
pass, according to their desires. 

There ig nu doubt that there are many members of 
both Houses who are in favor of the passage of the 
bill, and who 100k no farther than to the fact that the 
commission was uvanimous in their conclusions, and 
that the bill is unequivocally endorsed by Sherman, 
Hancock and Schofield. Apropos to this, however, 
it is said that Gen. Terry has written a letter which 
was not published, in which he does not concur with 
his fellow general otticers. 

It 18 also stated, and we believe correctly, that the 
Army Appropriation bill bas been prepared without 
any special reference to the passage of the bill, and 
with 1:ather the belief that 1t will not pass at this 
session. But the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations is reported as saying that the bill as it 
will be reported will meet the wants of the Army even 
if the reorganization bill should pass. We hardly see 
buw that could be, but perhaps it will be plain enough 
when we see the appiopriation bill. 

There is another on dit, to the effect that an attempt 
will be made to substitute for the commission bill 
another one which will embody the views of Gen. 
Jo. Johnston, This bill is to propose to cut the Regu- 
‘ar Army down to 10,000 or even 7,500 men, and to 
organize a National Guard in all the States which 
should aggregate in all to 500,000 men. That a corps 
of stefft officers shall be organized in each State, this 
staff to be kept constantly and permanently under the 
pay of the General Government, and who are to 
manage the aflairs of the National Guard in their 
respective States. Of course the arms, clothing, and 
equipments would be furnished by the General Gov- 
ernment, Considered as a matter of colt and most 





comfortable places for a corps of staff officers, 
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especially in the Southern States, this bill would be a 
charming one. 

Though the Army generally will not complain of 
tbe provision in the Burnside bill abolishing post 
traders, there are some of the old sutlers or post traders 
who aie remembered with allection by the older of the 
Aimy Officers. Msj r Herron, Rich, Cumming, Car- 
ter, °° Bob” Wilson, and some others, were gentlemen 
of character and worth, and their dealings with of- 
ficers Or men, was always characterizrd by perfect 
fairness. These gentlemen have had to give way to 
others who could command a greater amount of 
political influence. ‘Those of them who are still liv- 
ing have not accumulated fortunes, by any means, and 
those who are dead have, with rare exceptions, left 
nothing to their families. The post trader of the 
present day, as a general thing, tries tu make hay 
while the sun shines, and he is remorseless ia his 
charges. Except at posts in the vicinity of towns he 
has no competitors, and his prices are simply mon- 
strous. ‘There is a law or regulation now in existence 
which directs that the commissaries of sub:istence 
shall keep for sale to officers and men the articles 
which would make them independent of the post 
trader, but for some reason—perhaps a good one— 


this regulation has never been enfurced. The Army} 


would not certainly be any the worse off fcr a law pro- 
hibiting any person from having the exclusive privil- 
ege of trading ata post. ‘There was never a post that 
I have yet heard of that could not be supplied with 
articles of the lowest market prices if persons were al- 
lowed to come on to the military reservations and com- 
pete for the trade. 

Some one must come to the rescue,or stonewall 
Jackson—his memory—will be completely ruined. A 
gentleman by the name of Wn. E. Arnold (perhaps 
this is a nom de plume) gives in one of the Washington 
Sunday papers ‘‘A Sketch of the Early Life of Stone- 
wall Jackson,” in which many things of very flatter- 
ing nature are said ; but some things are so absurd 
that if they could be read over his grave I think ‘‘old 
Jack” would turn over and ‘kill hisself a laftin.” 
Among other things it is stated that Jackson went to 
Washington to seck his appointment as cadet from 
Mr. Spencer, the then Secretary of War, and that the 
Secretary was at that time very much down ino the 
mouth at the execution of his son ‘‘on the high seas,” 
but that he (the Secretary) at last consented to give 
the appointment, which was accompanied with the 
advice to knock down the first man that insulted him, 
and tocharge it to him (Spencer.) Now, Jackson got his 
appointment in the usual way from his own district in 
Virginia on the recommendation of the member of 
Congress from that district and not from at large. 
And think of that frigid old gentleman advising Jack 
to knock any one down! Then, too, Jacksun had 
been a cadet some months before young Spencer was 
executed, for that execution did not take place until 
December, 1842, while Jackson was admitted to the 
Military Academy in the preceding June. 

Mr. Arnold also states that Jackson found it neces- 
sary to give asound drubbing to an officer who was 
charged with the duty of introducing him into the 
mysteries of a West Pointer, and that for this he was 
tried, and that he was only saved from expulsion by 
pleading the order of the Secretary of War. All this 
is published with the greatest gravity as a part of the 
history of Stonewall Jackson. Verily ‘‘old Jack” is ia 
need of being saved from his friends. 

At a further meeting of the committee appointed to 
prepare a constitution and by-laws to govern the Army 
Mutual Aid Association, and which was held at the 
oftice of the Surgeon-General Dec. 31, a report was 
read and some modifications were made in the plan as 
presented by Surgeon Vollum. (The details of this 
plan appear elsewhere.) ‘The application for member- 
ship must be made tu the executive committee, and 
accompanied by the prescribed certificate and an 
initiation fee of $3, and also ¢iree assessments, accord- 
ing to the scale and the age of the applicant. Printed 
circulars containing all information concerning the 
association, will be sent to the officers of the Army as 
soon as they can be prepared. It is believed that the 
association will be a success. Essitt. 


ARMY MUTUAL AID ASSOCIATION. 


Our Washington correspondent alluded last week to 
the proposed establishment of an Army Mutual Aid 
Association. We append a synopsis of the constitu- 
tion and by-laws proposed for the new society, which 
shows its character and objects: 


Article I.—Name, Army Matual Aid Association; object to aid 
the families of deceased officers of the Army, in a prompt, simple, 
and substantial manner; business office, at Washington, D.C., where 


all meetings are to be hel 
Article Il.—Any person under 60 whose name appears on the 


active list of the Army Register may become a member. Applica 
tion for membership to be made in such form, and accompanied by 
such certificate of health, as may be required by the Executive 
Committee 

Article 11f.—Officers, President, Vice President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer, who shall with three others constitute an Executive Com 
mittee. Election by ballot at the annual meeting, for two years. 
Fourteen members, representing ninety-eight members, shall con 
stitute a qnorum for business at all meetings. Vacancies,to be filled 
by the Executive Committee 

Article I1V.—The Constitution and By-Laws may be altered or 
amended by a two-thirds vote, notice having been giving in writing 
six months before and the changes published to the Army by the 
Secretary 60 days before 

The By-Laws specify the duties of officers of the association. 

Checks or drafts to be signed by the Treasurer and endorsed by 
two other members of the Executive Committee. 

This association being organized simply for the purpose of con- 
veying to the widows or heirs of deceased officers of the Army the 
gratuity herein agreed upon, no moneys will be collected beyond 
what are needed to pay death-claima, clerk hire, and to procure the 
necessary books, stationery, &c., for the use of the association, 
and in order to preserve simplicity of organization this association 
shall not be incorporated, and no salaries shall be paid, except to 
the clerk, whose pay shall be fixed by the Executive Committee. 


Any member who has become delinquent through failure to pay 
assessments, from being on leave of absence, sick-leave, field- 
service, &c., may be restored to membership by a vote of the 


physician’s certificate of health, satisfactory to the Executive Com- 
mittee), and paying back dues, without initiation fee. 

Initiation fee, two dollars. 

Upon the death of a member of this association the Secretary 
shall, under the direction of the Executive Committee, levy an 
assessment upon each surviving member, as follows:— 

On members from 21 to 31 years of age ........... soncececes Ge 
On members from 31 to 41 years of age .... a5 ee 

On members from 41 to 51 years of age .... enue 
On members from 51 years upwards ..........6..0seseeeeeee 3 50 

In case payment shall not be made within sixty days, or within a 
period satisfactory to the Executive Committee, the delinquent 
shall forfeit all claim to the benefit of the association until all 
dues in default are paid, after which the delinquent can only be 
restored to membership as prescribed in these By-Laws. 

Upon the death of a member of this association of good standing, 
the ‘Treasurer shall, after the Executive Committee shall have pas- 
sed the claim, pay over to the beneficiary, or in case there be no 
beneficiary then to the legal heirs of the deceased member, the 
total sum gathered from the assessments upon the surviving mem- 
bers of this association, free from all debts, charges, and demands 
whatever, —_e the proper receipts therefor. 

Any member desirous to do so may at any time effect a change 
as to the person or persons designated as beneficiaries, by filing 
with the Secretary a certificate setting forth that he does thereby 
revoke his former designation, and does substitute others as therein 
named in their stead. 

Special meetings shall be called upon the written request of 21 
members, Votes may be by proxy. 

Separated 1s mos of the members of this association ne :essarily 
will always be, agents for the association may be appointed by the 
Secretary, with the approval of the Executive Committee, who 
shall exercise a supervision over the interests of the association in 
the places and regions round about where they are situated. 

Members of the association who may resign their commission in 
the Army, or may be retired, and who preserve an honorable 
standing satisfactory to the Executive Committee, may remain 
upon the list of membership, and their heirs or representatives 
may enjoy all the advantages thereof, in the same way as if they 
had not resigned, or had not been retired. Members of the asso- 
ciation dismissed the service by sentence of Court-martial will be 
dropped from the rolls of membership of the association, and they 
shall forfeit all claims upon it. In case, however, of the rein- 
rtatement of such persons, they may be restored to membership by 
a vote of the Executive Committee, by complying with Section Y. 
of these By-Laws. 

The books of the association shall always be open to the inspec- 
tion of any member thereof at reasonable hours. 

The Executive Committee may organize several classes of mem- 
bers with different rates of assessments, so that a member, by 
joining two or more of the classes, may increase his insurance 
principal in proportion to the amount of assessments paid in by 
him. 

In regard to the proposed Associaticn Surgeoa Vol- 
lum says: 

Associations of this kind in civil life have been invariably 
successful, notwithstanding the tempests of ill fortune that have 
tossed the business classes about so roughly in this country during 
the past five years ; and they have moved on with increased im- 

ortance and stability, dispensing an incalculable amount of 

lessings to those deprived of their natural protectors. This being 
the experirnce of societies eomposed of the changeable elements 
of civil life, how much more stable and reliable would an associa- 
tion of this kind be in the Army. 

By this method the Army can insure its families from pecuniary 
disasters in its own way, and can make the death claim as large or 
as small as it pleases, according to the will of the majority ; and 
by adopting a scale of classes the amount of assessment can be 
fixed to suit the means and desires of all grades, and the amount 
of the death claims can be fixed accordingly. For instance, after 
a thousand members have joined on the two dollars assessment 
plan, several classes may be formed with increasing amounts of 
assessments, and thus increase the amount of death claims up to 
$10,000 or $12,000. But it will be well to adhere to small assess- 
ments till all interested can witness how easily and safely the 
organization will operate. 

Many persons suppose that a benefit organization for the Army 
should be backed up by a charter from Congress. The success of 
the above-named associations is ample proof to the contrary. The 
most experienced man in the workings of benefit associations in 
this country said to me, ** The Army possesses the elements of a 
perfect Mutual Aid Association, but to succeed you must not 
incorporate or have a reserve fund.” 

In fixing the relative rates reference is had to the fact that while 
the ordinary mortuary rate is much higher for senior officers, this 
is compensated to a considerable degree by the greater hazard in 
service of the juniors. No exact estimate can be made at present 
of the cost of belonging to an association of this kind, composed 
of Army officers, as payments will only be made to meet death 
claims as they occur; but we can approximate the cost by an ex- 
amination of the workings of similar associations in civil life. The 
Secretary of the Telegraphers’ Mutual Benetit Association, in his 
report read before the annual meeting of his association held in 
New York, Nov. 20, 1878, says: 

During éhe past year I have given the Mutual Benefit Associations 
considerable attention, having procured reports from many of the 
prominent associations, and have complied from as many of them 
as contained the desired information the following comparative 
table: 
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Telegraphers’ Mutual, New York 1867) 1,886) $1,319) $0 70/310 50) 34 
Masonic Mutual, St. Louis, Mo. .|1873)1,883) 6,733) 2 00 i 
Masonic *“* Washington, D.C.) 1868)1,513) 2,612) 1 72) 12 40).... 
Covenant M., Galesburg, Ill...../1877| 844) 3,182) 3 77]......) 39 
Odd Fellows’ M , New Haven,Ct.| 1867/3,380) 1,840) 55) 650) 42 
Masonic M., Indianapolis, Ind... | 1869)/3,930) 17,934) 4 56) 13 30) 46 
Bank Clerks’ M., New York.... .|1869/1,095) 1,047 96 aoa Ree 
S. Tier Masonie M. Elmira, N. Y.|1868/4,173| 4,197; 1 00) 10 73).... 
Ins. Clerks’ Mutual, New York../1872) 552) 1,076) 1 95 eeus 


Masonic Mutual, Princeton, Ill .. |1871)5,044) 10,204) 2 00) 12 70 Tar 
N. W. Masonic Aid, Chicago, IIl../1874/3,729) 11,919| 3 21: 10 03'.... 
I think we can safely estimate the cost of each $1,000 in the pro- 
posed association will be at least as low as the average of the above 
named associations. 
We may say in conclusion that we most heartily 
favor a scheme having so excellent a purpose as this, 
and shall b2 glad toaid in any way we ean in estab- 
lishing this association. 








WAR DEPARTMENT AND THE ARMY. 


Grn. ECHOFIELD has written a second letter to Gen. 
Sherman on the subject of the new Army bill, in-which 
he confines himself to the discussion of the point made 
against the bill that it unduly limits the authority of 
the Secretary of War. The letter is as follows: 
HEADQUARTERS Dept. OF WEsT Pornr, } 
MILITARY ACADEMY, - 
West Pornt, N. Y., December 24, 1878. } 
(General W. 7. Sherman, Washington, D. C.; 
DeAR GENERAL: Your letter of yesterday reached me this even- 
ing, with the criticism to which you refer upon the new Army bill. 
(Washington Republican, Dec, 23.) The answer to that and all 
similar criticisms seems to me plain and simple. They are based 
upon the old fallacy, the cause of so much contention in times past, 
that the President's military functions are to be divided between 


of each having no foundation in general law nor military princi- 
ples, the result was endless controversy, leading to frequent acts of 
special legislation, designed to fortify the Secretary of War, or 
rather his administrative ‘inates, against the encroachments 
upon their functions, real or imaginary, by the General-in-Chief 
and his subordinate commanders. 

The purpose and effect of the proposed law, section 75, is to make 
an end of this controversy by eradicating its causes to destroy them 
root and branch, by giving to the Secretary his full , as the 
President's War Minister, over all branches of the military service, 
Under that section the Secretary is the President’s rep t 
tive in every military matter. The General commanding the 
Army is his subordinate in all things, just as much as in any Staff 
officer. He can do nothing without the sanction and approval of 
the Secretary of War. So far from the General being able to en- 
croach upon the functions of the Secretary, the Secretary ‘“‘ exer- 
cises supervision and confrol’’ over everything that the General 
may & as well as over what all others in the military service 
may do. 

This section, 75, lays down the broad, general principle that the 
Secretary of War, under the President, is supreme over all in the 
Army, and that he — exercise his authority in any way he sees 
fit within the limits of the law. The subsequent sections of the 
bill, relating to the functions of the Commanding General and o! 
ofticers, simply specify the cases in which the Secretary’s power 
should be exercised through one officer or through anof, officer, 
or through two or more in succession, in accordance with estab- 
lished military usage. But the authority of the Secretary is every- 
where; nobody in the Army is exempt from his control. There 
not anywhere in the bill, so far as I have been able to find, a sin 
section that takes anything from this ample authority given to the 
Secretary of War. On the contrary, the subsequent seci simpl 
specify, in some cases, the agencies through which his authority 
to be exercised, without giving to anybody any authority indepen- 
dent of him. The naming of such subordinate ts does not 
take one jot or tittle from the Secretary’s authority. It may be 
safely said that no Secretary of War ever exercised more ample 
authority than this bill proposes to give him. 

A division of the President’s two-fold military authority, that of 
administration and that of command, between the Secretary and 
the General is impossible. 

Every separate command, from the highest to the lowest, necessar- 
ily embraces a considerable proportion of administrative functions. 
No officer can command an army, or any separate portion of an 
army, unless he has some administrative authority. Nor could any 
government afford to dispense with the supervision by mili 
commanders over the administration within their com: lo 
certain amount of this administrative supervision and control is 
absolutely indispensable. No one has ever even proposed to dis- 
_— with it. But it is not necessary, nor convenient, nor pru- 

ent, to give commanding officers a// administrative authority. 
They should have only so much as is necessary to successful com- 
mand, and to guard the public resources from waste. Hence arises, 
of necessity, the dual responsibility of the administrative staff 
officers, viz., responsibility to their commanding officer to the ex- 
tent of his administrative authority, and to their staff super- 
iors in all other respects. This dual responsibility must 
exist through all grades of the staff as well as ef com- 
mand. No one questions its existence or its necessity in 
any subordinate command. What possible reason can be 
given, then, for denying it in the highest and most important com- 
mand of ally Shall a general be called upon to command an army, 
and yet have no chief quartermaster, no chief commissary, and no 
other chief staff officers, to execute his orders for the equipment 
supply, and transportation of his army? Everybody recognizes 
absurdity of such a proposition. Yet it is contended that the Com- 
manding General of the Army of the United States, under existin, 
laws and regulations, cannot have any such staff. That the chie 
staff officers in Washington are the staff officers of the President, 
the constitutional Commander-in-Chief, and hence cannot be pla 
under the General's orders, he being a subordinate. But those 
who assert this forget that the President does not command in per- 
son, that he delegates his military command to a general ofteer, 
who has been educated, appointed, commissioned, and assigned by 
him for that purpose. The President's military staff thus becomes 
the staff of his representative, the Commanding General of the 
Army. This is the simple military principle which the new bill, 
Section 79, plainly enunciates. 

Those who oppose this principle seem to forget vhat the Presi- 
dent is, under the Constitution and laws, the source of all military 
authority; that the orders of his chosen general-in-chief are as 
much his own orders as if he gave them in person, and that the 
chiefs of staff have no more right to be exempt from obedience ta 
the one than to the other. They might just as well deny the an- 
thority of the Secretary of War. He is also the President's repre- 
sentative. 

It has been gravely asserted by high legal authority that, under 
existing laws, the General actually in command of the United 
States Army has no staff except certain aides-de-camp. If this is 
true, which [ cannot believe, it certainly is high time so disgrace 
ful a state of affairs should be ended. 

This can be done in either of only two ways, viz.: by placing the 
chief of staff now in Washington under the General’s <ament, or 
else creating for him the separate staff which necessarily bel 
to a commanding general in every army of the civilized world. If 
any one thinks the latter the proper mode, let him pro it to 
Congress in lieu of the provision of the present bill, and let us see 
how the proposition will be received. 

For the benefit of those who may entertain sincere doubts on the 
subject the true meaning of the proposed law cannot be too strongl 
emphasized, nor the misrepresentations of it too fully expend. 
The fact is that no one in the Army ever thinks of questioning the 
supreme authority of the Secretary of War. He is the-i: te 
head of the military establishment, the impersonation of the au- 
thority of the Constitutional Commander-in-Chief. The President 
is not only above, but beyond the Army, rarely in contact with it, 
and never heard from except through the Secretary of War. The 
latter is regarded by all as the real ‘head, the Chief. If the Secre- 
tary truly represents the President, and enjoys his confidence, no 
officer of the Army, however high, can, for a moment, 
his wishes or encroach upon his authority. The proposition to 
guard the Secretary's authority is like that to guard a giant against 
the power of apigmy. He can decapitate in a moment any com- 
mander, from the General-in-chief down, who presumed to disre~ 
gard his instructions. They all hold, not their commissions, in. 
deed, but their commands during his pleasure. For it is impossible 
to draw any distinction in these things between the Secretary and 
the President. If such a difference should at any time arise, then 
the Secretary would cease to truly represent the President, and 
hence should cease to be his Secretary. 

Nothing could be plainer than the fallacy of this pretended ob- 
jection to the proposed law. Its authors would have us believe 
they are anxious to guard the supreme authority against encroach. 
ment! What they do want is to keep as near as possible to that 
supreme authority; not to admit any intermediate authority; to 
acknowledge no responsibility except to the highest, and thus ta 
enjoy comparatively independent commands. It is this ambition 
to be independgpt, or to have the ear of the Secretary of War 
directly in all tings that is so sorely wounded by the new bill. 
And here is the whole question in a nut shell; shall due subordina- 
tion be enforced throughout the Army? or, shall every chief of 
staff in Washington have a separate command, and that extending 
even within the limits of the commands of divisions and depart- 
ments. 
it is high time that these efforts to create or perpetuate fictitions 
distinctions between the military authority of the Presideng and 
that of the Secretary of War, and thus to foment discord between 
the War Department and the Army should be put down by the 
strong hand of Congress, and this is what I understand to be the 
purpose and effect of sections 75 to 83 of the proposed law, 
l am, dear General, very truly yours, 

J. M. ScnorieLp, Major General U.S. A. 











Tue offic’rs in Washington made their usual New 
Year’s call upon the President. It was asad day for 
uniforms, end the unregulation umbrella was in large 
equest. 

Tue English iufaniry iif: is sighted up to 1,600 
yards, tue Austrian up to 980 yards, the Spanish up to 
1,100 yards, the Duten up to 900 yares, th: It Jian up 
to 1,100 yards, the Swiss up to 1,100 yards, the Ger. 





the Secretary of War and the General-in-Chief. These two high 
officers have been supposed to act in two entirely separate, though 
undefined spheres. These spheres, bordering on each other 





Executive Committee, upon filing with the Secretary the proper 
form of application (such application shall be accompanied by a 


throughout the several branches of the military service, the limits 


man up to 1,750 yards, and the French up to 1,97) 
yards. The above details are taken froma Freuch if 
ficial work. 
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THE N ATION. AL GUARD. po dediad een - officers know how to make 


ATTENDANCE AT COMPANY DRILL. 


Carrain, where are your men? isa question often re- 
peated by field officers in the National Guard. It is a ques- 
tion, too, rarely answered direct, but usually put off with 
some flimsy evasion. It is, however, a vital one to many 
organizations, and one which the questioner might with 
ease answer. 

Why don’t you recruit? is another pertinent query, 
equally difficult of answer from the officer questioned, and 
yet of equal importance to the life of a National Guard 
organization. Is the failure in attendance at company 
Grills, which at present is sapping the very life from not a 
few of the regimenis of the 1st and 2d Divisions, the fault 
of officers or men? Who can decide? Both sides present 
reasons ad libitum for the failure. 

During the last year’s drill season the JovurnaL’s represen- 
tative visited every armory in the two divisions, and on each 
Occasion announced the record of attendance at company 
drill. Outside of the 7th and 23d, and a few isolated com- 
panies in 9th, 12th and 22d regiments, the attendance would 
barely average twelve files, and in a large majority the rule 
was but eight front; yet on referring to the inspection 
reports the strength of these companies will be found to 
average about thirty files for duty. At battalion drill, 
street parades and rifle practice, the companies turn out 
iu fair numbers; yet in the most important portion of the 
season’s drills the attendance is less than one-half of the 
active strength. The loss uf time to the men has heen 
urged as one reason; loss of employment another. Both 
have been found wanting in fact, these company drills 
taking place in the evening and at the close of the business 
of the day. Of course there are isolated exceptions ; but 

they are barely one to fifty. The simple and only reason is 
lack of interest. 

Why should there be a lack of interest? is at once asked. 
The recruit is enthusiastic, and when placed in the com- 
pany ought to be ambitious, while the older soldiers having 
the love of the organization at heart are always on hand. 
Facts again dispose of these assertions. True the recruit 
is enthusiastic; but invariably the squad drills take all 
enthusiasm out of him. He is entrusted to a non-commis- 
sioned officer to be taught the position of the soldier, the 
step and general setting up. Now, when as a rule in nine 
cases out of every ten, the non issione2 officer is 
utterly incompetent to give a single reason for the execu- 
tion of his lessons, often giving wrong instructions, is it 
any wonder that the enthusiasm oozes out at the finger’s 
ends of the resruit? The writer has witnessed many of 
these squad instructions, and often wondered why the 
recruit appeared the second time. 

The very first principles of the soldier—discipline—is 

adly wanting in the non issioned officers of the ist 
and 2d Divisions ; they accept the office because to them it 
brings relief from certain duties in the company and not 
for the benefit or good of the organization. Like certain 
commissioned officers they ‘‘cram” for the examining board, 
and once warranted, forget what they knew before, and 
utterly failto study or improve themselves in their new 
duties. Squad drills in most regimen ts last about half an 
hour, the recruit being then sent to the company for in- 
struction in the manualof arms. The drill here is little 
better than that in the squad. The several orders are 
giveu either at will or by motion, the instructor rarely 
correcting errors. What, then, must be the result? The 
recruit watches the motions of his right or left file and 
endeavors to follow suit, all sense of time and precision 
being ignored through ignorance, and he often receives his 
first actual lesson in the manual from a field officer who 
observes his ignorance at battalion drill. Is it, then, to be 
expected that this recruit will be a steady attendant at 
company drill? 

With regard tothe older men who have to a certain 
extent become proficient, they tire from different causes. 
One of these is the monotonous routine of company officers 
they hear the same commands and perform the same evo- 
lutions year in and year out, until they become completely 
disgusted with fours right and carry arms. Not an effort 
is made to vary these drills,and in the majority of cases 
errors are not corrected, commands are given, executed by 
the men as best they can, and if wrong they are not found 
tault with simply because the instructing officer is not sure 
which are correct. Men naturally tire of routine work; one 
by one they absent themselves from drill, until what was 
once a company becomes a squad. These examples are not 
mere figures of speech, but are of actual occurrence at the 
armories on every drill night. 

Again, it is noticed that the men who from conscientious 
motives fulfil their duty to the State are those whom the 
odium of all company diegrace, caused by blunders and 
errors, falls upon, and it often follows that these men re- 
ceive severe lectures from commanding officers for errors 
committed through the fault of captains or the ignorance of 
the men who stay away from company drill, they being also 
punished by repetition of movements for the benefit of the 
delinquents. Company officers blindly ignore the reasons 
they give for delinquency at company drills, and these 
good men are finally driven into blacksliding vy the re- 
peated lectures of the captain or subordinate on the present 
of the company. They perform all the duty, yet receive 
all the censure. This state of affairs cannot always exist, 
for even the good men tire of such work. There is no 
reason why one company should be larger in numbers or 
better in drill and discipline than its fellowsin the same 
regiment, all having the same advantages. The secret for 








Now to reason this matter. In the first place the non- 

commissioned officers should be the best men in the com- 
pany, perfect in drill, and capable of imparting their 
knowledge to the recruit. Discipline should be exacted 
from them, and the honors to rank provided for in the 
Tactics fully lived up to. Example is everything, and when 
the non-commi d officer is perfect in his duties the 
enlisted men soon follow suit. During company, battalion 
drill or parade the file-clos2rs should be held accountable 
for the discipline of the rear rank, and should correct and 
advise when needed. If they perform their parts properly 
the men will look up to them, and their offices, now mere 
titles, will be respected as being earned by good and faith- 
ful service. Officers should be careful in the instruction of 
their men that they do not tire them by repetitions ; let 
them know that they must be perfect, but so vary the in- 
struction that company drill will be a pleasure. Cortainly 
between paragraphs 72 and 162, Tactics, the manual can be 
80 varied as to be made extremely pleasant to the men, 
while company movements may be alternated with instruc- 
tion in rifle practice. When added to these the command- 
ant has the school of the skirmisher to fall back upon 
toward the close of the season there is no reason why drills 
should be monotonous. There are also the ceremonies of 
guard mounting, inspection, review and dress parade, all 
of which may be made part of the company instruction, 
interesting the men and employing subordinates and non- 
commissioned officers. The employment of subordinates 
should be a special feature, of course under the eye of the 
captain, the men become familiar with their commands, 
and the junior officers obtain confidence in their own 
abilities. 
For the men, love for the service and not fear of the pun- 
ishment by court-martial should be the lesson constantly 
preached, and when, as occasionally happens, blackguards 
obtain entry into the company, expulsion and not im- 
prisonment should be the remedy. If company officers will 
always bear in mind that the morale of the organization 
must be kept up, and that discipline, tempered with judg- 
ment, must be enforced, and will do their utmost to make 
company drill interesting, they will soon find their ranks 
filled, and the recruit will learn that two hours in each week 
can be pleasantly and profitably expended in the company 
drill room, 





Firta New Yorr (Crry.)—This regiment is directed to 
asseimvie at the State Arsenal, Seventn avenue and Thirty- 
fifth street, on whursday, January 30, and on Tuesday, 
Yebruary 25, for battalion instractiun. Drills and meetings 
tor instrucuon will be continued in accordance with G. VU. 
No. 20, c. 8., with the exception that the company drills 
talling between December 30 and January 3, 27 and 31, 
February 24 and 28, inciusive, are countermanded. 
‘The officers and non-commissioved officers are to assemble 
on Mondays, January 27 and February 24, for drill and 
instruction iu the school of the battalion, and on January 3 
for rifle practice. The third drill night of each mouth is tu 
be devoted to armory rifle practice, including sighting and 
aiming drill, under the airection of Capt. Ottmar L. Wenz, 
inspector ot rifle practice. 


Seventa New York (Crry.)—Company G of this regi- 
Ment vecupieu the main bali of the armory on December 
80th, the rurmation beiug but fifteen to make s1x.een tiles. 
The company formation was very siow aud during the call- 
ing of the roli the discipline was decidedly lax, even to men 
in the front rank, turning the head to converse with those 
Ol Wwe rear, Seven minutes were consumed in the forma- 
tion, three of which were devoted to the accommodation of 
vue sate man, who leisurely moved around the left flank of 
the command, dropping into the first vacancy withdut re- 
gard to size. Of course the company had to be faced and 
this man piaced in his proper position the assistance of a 
sergeaut Lelug required to direct him where to go. On re- 
ceiving the command the captain displaced the corporals 
who had been arranged with a view to platoon movements. 
‘The drill was commenced with a march company front and 
to the rear, the step and abouts being of the best descrip- 
tion, then column of fours with an on lett into line were 
cleanly executed, the former moving as a unit and the man- 
ual in correct time. Single rank was next formed, and re- 
ated formations on right and left into line executed. 
uring these singie rank movementa it was observed that 
the two men comprising the rear frank of the left set of 
fours were thrown into the rank of file closers, and asa 
consequence, when the double rank was formed by on right 
or left into hne, the tiles of the rear rank covered their 
wrong leaders anu had to step to the right or left to reach 
their proper places. Ono resuming the drillin two ranks 
these men were ordered to resume their places. During 
the single rank movements the step was excellent but uhere 
was a strong tendency to gain distance in the leading four 
wiih @ corresponding slowness in the left four. These lat- 
ter were several times reprimanded by the instructor. A 
march company front, with the wheeliugs were fairly good, 
and would have been improved had the pivot guides al- 
ways maintained the nine inch step during the wheels, The 
wheels in a circle company front were beautifully executed, 
the step and alignments being of the very best description. 
During several of the marches company front the arms were 
carried “port” from which ‘‘charge bayonet” was ex- 
ecuted. The tactics certainly permit the execution of the 
movement, but we doubt if it was ever intended to be used 
in double rank formation. It is a clumsy movement and 
unless carefully executed will cause sure heads to the front 
rank men, besides it 1s almost certain to create a loss of 
step and » waveriog io the rear rank. The oblique march- 
ings of the company is its weak point, the step breaking 
aud distance being gained dariug the march. The fronts 
into line, quick and double time were admirable, the fours 
in every Case being & unit and closing up in rapid suces- 
sion. ‘Ihe carry at the halts were perfectly in unison. The 
driil was closed with several movements in the manual of 
arms, farly rendered but with apparent inattention on the 
part of the men. 


TweirrH New York (C1ry.)—The rifle club of this regi- 
Ment is DOW tuily perfected, witn Co. Cruger Presideut, 
Lieut.-Col. Wilson Vice-President, Msjor Jones Treasurer, 
aod Sergeant Bushuell Secretary. Its membership is large 
and as they are divided into classes all have an equal chance 
of success. The regimental range has been completely 
overhauled, and new targets erected so that practice and 


The membership of the club is divided into three classes, 
lst, those who have made 36 and over for the marksman’s 
' padge ; 2d, those who have 25 to 35, and 3d, those who have 
failed to qualify. The matches are held ou each Saturday 
evening trom 7 to 10 Pp. m., for the following prizes. First 
class, a Sharp’s military rifle, cal. 45, 10 shots, 5 at 200 and 
5 at 500, scaled targets, to becomes the property or the 
member who wins the greatest number of matches during 
| the winter season. Second class, a trophy, same condi- 
tions. Third class, regimental pin, to be won twice, 
rounds same as first and second class. Each match will be 
in charge of a member of the Executive Committe, and no 
previous practice will be allowed on match nights. The 
third social reunion of the regiment will be held at the ar- 
mory on Tuesday, January 14th, previous to which Co. K 
will give a musical and literary entertainment to its friends 
in the quarters of thecompany. The regiment will drili by 
wing at the Stste arsenal on January 9th and 10th and by 
battalion on January 29th. On this latter occasion the 
marksman’s badges will be presented and the new stand of 
colors will be formally turned over to the regiment. It is 
proposed te bave another exhibition drill of this regiment 
at Gilmore’s Garden during the winter. 


THIRTEENTH New York (Brooxtyn.)—This command is 
directed to assembie 1u fatigue uulturm at the armory for 
drill and instruction as follows: Field, staff and line offi- 
cers, January 4; line officers and all company non-coms., 
Jan. 11; companies A and B, Jan. 13; H and I, Jan. 15; 
E and K, Jan. 17; D and F, Jan. 21, and Cand G, Jan 3v. 
On the evenings above noted, when two companies assem- 
bie, instructioa will be given in guard mounting, and details 
will be made from the companies other than those specially 
ordered to assemble. Non-commissioned officers are re- 
quired to attend all company drills, and absence from two 
consecutive drills, without suitable excuse, (regardiese of 
any term of service), will be considered sufficient ground 
for reduction to the ranks. Any order heretore issued, 
conflicting with the provisions of this section, is rescinded 
by general orders. Company commandants are directed to 
give special attention, at company drills, to instruction in 
loading and firing and to the skirmish drili, rendered nec- 
essary on account of participating 1n a sham fight, and in 
the firing of the feu de joie, at Montreal, on the occasion of 
the coming visit of the regiment to that city. The first 
parade of the regiment, in dress uniform, will take place 
on or about February 15. 


TurrtTy-sECOND New York (Brooxktyn.!\—This command 
is ordered to parade fur driii and instractiou as fol- 
lows: The regiment, in full dress uniform, overcoat, 
knapsack, haversack and canteen, on Friday, January 3, 
1879. Right wing, Cos. B,G, A, H aud E, in fatigue uni- 
furm, on Wednesdays, January 8 and 22, February 19, 
March 5 and 19, 1879; left wing. Cos. I, F, K,C and D, 10 
fatigue uniform, ou Wednesdays, January 15 and 29, Feb- 
ruary 26, March 12 and 26, 1879. ‘The regiment, in tatigue 
uuiform, on Weduesday, February 5, 1879. Oo February 
10 the regiment will assemble, in iuli dress uniform, heavy 
marching order, for review, inspection and distribution of 
markeman’s badges. The commaod will be reviewed by 
Brig.-Gen. Ira L. Beebe, 11th Brigade, and the badges dis- 
tributed by Major Morris Bb. Farr, brigade inspector of rifle 
practice, 

Forty-SeventH New York (Brooxtyn.)—If indications 
are to be relied upon, the 47h is che coming regiment in 
the 2d Division. Although the season is hardly more than 
fairly begun, universal iuterest is manifested iu the battal- 
100 drills of this command by military men and citizens 
generally. This was strikingly shown on Monday evening 
Dec. 30, 1878, when at as eariy an hour as half past seven 
o’clock the seats 1n the main drill room of the armory were 
all taken, many ladies being present, aud at eight o'clock 
every space available to spectators was fuliy occupied. The 
series of drills now in progress being wholly for instruc- 
tion, the large attendance of the outside pubiic 1s certainty 
very flattering. On this occasiou Co. D was assigned to 
guard duty, Captain George Conover being officer of the 
day and ist Lieut. James Lander officer of the guard. At 
7:30 sharp the assembly tor guard aetails was beaten, they 
respondivg prompt and soldierly. The guard mount, exe- 
cuted in the large Grill room was excellent and well done, 
the men steady and attentive and the non-commissioned 
officers well up in the details of the ceremopvy. ‘The latter, 
it should be remarked, are drilled weekly by the Colouel. 
In the meantime Co. B, (the old guard from the preceding 

drill) had formed with 18 files in the main corridur on the 
ground floor of the building, and having established posts 

awaited the “‘ new guard,” which soon made its appearance 

and the prescribed courtesies were exchanged in fine torm. 

** Assembly” sounded tor battalion drill at 8 o’clock, aud 

at 8:20 the command, 8 companies, 12 files with line of file 
closers nearly solid, was handsomely turned over to Colonel 
Brownell by ist Lieut. John G. Eddy, acting adjutant. 
A short, sharp introduction in “‘ the manual” steadied the 
mep, when column of fours was formed by fours righi and 
the real work of the evening beguu. The step was ragged 

at the first, but atter a few halite aud corrections the battal- 
ion settled down to a nearly perfect cadence, whicn was 
held to without a break during the balance of the drill. The 

movements subsequently executed comprised: From 

column of fours fori line on the right, by wings, from a 
halt and on the march; from line form column of compan- 

ies to the rear, from hue form column of companies, irom 

coiumn of fours form close column of division to the right, 

form column of fours form close column of division on Ist 

division right on front, deployment to the lett by wings, 

break from the rigut to march to the jeft in coiumn of 
fours, marching in column of divisions at full distance, also 

in column of companies. This last named brougut to 

mind the fact that the JouRNAL bad occasion to compliment 

Colovel Brownell when Major of the 47th for being the first 
ufticer to give a proper command for the execution of this 

movement in a limitedspace. This command is “ continue 

the march, on the left column: of divisions, march.” For- 

mation to the right of close column of companies brought 

the most interesting and creditable drill to a close, com- 

mandants being directed, while in this position, to seud 

details back to their respectivs companies and reform for 

dress parade. Company D having been called on from 

guard duty, this ceremony was had with 9 unequalized 

commande averaging 16 files, Lieut.-Col. George C. Bradley 

taking command. Every detail was complied with, the 

only Lronounced flaw beiog the old style report of ove uo- 

fortunate lst heutenant. 





Cairornia.—Cos, C, Capt. Siebe, and F, Capt. Bacon, of the 
24 lofautry, participated iv a drill at Horticultural Hall, Decem- 
ver 10, under command of Cul. Smedberg. These companies 
furpiebed eutticient details to make two additional cones, and a 
battalion was formed of four commands twelve files front; 
the extra companics being respectively airected by Lieutenants 
Woeher, of Co. C, aud Taylor, of Co. F. The line was arranged 
with Siebe on the right, Woeher second, Taylor third, and Bacon 
fourth, Lieut. Burtis acting adjutant. The battalion was pre- 
sented to the culonel at 8:30, and after a very brief exercise in 
the manual the diiil commenced with close column oa fourth 
company ieft in front, fairly executed, and with a fair deploy- 
ment. The movemeut was repeated by the right, no fault notice- 
able; but in the deployment on fourth company the left four of 





matches can be carried forward to the satisfaction of all. 








second 7 broke away, and marred the preciseness of the 
manewuvres, Fours right, on right into line, guide of second 
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company failed to invert his piece, and the companies neglected 

until the very last moment to support arms. The colonel briefly 
ed the rule about the change of arms after successive 

formations. Fours right, distances very bad, but step good; the 

on left iato line very well done. At an advance inline the cap- 

tains of second and third companies were on the wrong 

Close column on fourth company right in front was finely done, 

as was the deployment on fourth company, only marred by the 
slowness of the company in moving up to the markers. lose 
column on fourth company left in front was fair; in the deploy- 

ment on same company theysecond went too far, and threw the 
rest of the battalion out, compelling them to make & side step 
into place. Centre forward, and formation into line by two move- 
ments, close column on first company rigut in front, aud deploy- 
ment on fourth, were all finely execu ted. Right of companies rear 
into column, second did not go far enough, and ail the companies 
erroneously supported arms. This error was not noticed by the 
colonel. About face, close in mass, column of fours right 
forward fours right, all well done, with the exception of distances 
very bad incolumn of fours. Close column on first company 
right in front, and deployment on fourth, fairly executed, show- 
ing great progress on the part of otficers and men, and the great 
benefit these battalion drills have been to the regiment. Left of 
companies ' ear into columo, second went too far to the rear, 
while all the companies again wrongfully supported arms. This 
time the colonel noticed and corrected the blunder and read the 
officers a brief lecture on this point. A series of close column 
movements and deployments both right and left were then finely 
executed. Right of companies rear into column second company 
broke and entered the column in some disorder. Fours left 
about, left into line wheel, the companies were 100 Ciose and 
had to move back. At the wheels by companies the men were 
most steady, but the guides of the second and third company 
were remarkably deficient in their duties. Close column on first 
company right in front, deployment on fourth, fours right, and 
on right into line, the latter movement could not be excelled. 
Companies right wheel, right into line wheel, was handsomely 
performed, the guides stauding steady, and the whole inovement 
being neatly ana precisely completed. Companies right forward 
fours right, companies column ieft, fours left guide centre, color 
guide not out; in fact he does not know when or where to come 
out, and ought to be changed. Close column on first company 
left in front and the forming line on same were only fairly per- 
formed, the companies being very dilatory in supporting arms. 
Close column on fourth company left in front and on fourth 
company deploy, right of companies rear into column, companies 
column right, close column on first right in front, were all wel! 
done, only marred by the slowness in supporting arms; on fourth 
company deploy the second company somewhat disordered. 
Left of companies rear into column could not be improved upon, 
Left into line wheel, the third company spoiled the movement 
by being too close. Fours right about, first, second and third 
company captains dreseed to the wrong flank. Kear open order, 
followed by the manual of arms, which was done with fine pre- 
cision, closed the drill; and after some complinentary remarks 
by the colonel, well deserved by the battalion, the companies 
were dismiseed. ‘The prime error of the colonel, noticed in pre- 
vious drills, that is keeping the men too long ata “‘carry,”’ was 
bat slightly amended in this drill—many movements constantly 
repeated were done without & change of arms. Of course, it is 
a mere inadvertence on the part of Col. Smedberg, but is very 
demoralizing to the men, and in so proficient 3 soldier, itisa 
serious fault. Lieut. 'faylor did not speak loud enough; his 
tone of command sunk almost to & whisper. The drill of the 
battalion was a pleasant surprise to the critical audience present. 
It was & vast Improvement on previous efforts, and richly merited 
the pleasant compliments of the colonel, even though this is 
the smartest portion of the 2d Infantry. 


Inu1no1s.—Eatertainments and social gatherings of the different 
commands are at present the rule. Perhaps a citizen soldiery 
tind these @ necessary aud beneticial concomitant, provided they 
do not detract from the primary and more important objects of 
the organization. When it is necessary, however, to conduct 
such as a means of revenue, as, we are sorry to say, is very fre- 
quently the case, it has a tendency to demoralization in a mili- 
tary point of view, unless exceeding vigilance be exercised by 
the officers, as necessarily a great deal of time must be devoted 
from other important duties. 

The let Infantry has just closed a series of Saturday evening 
receptions and promenade concerts which have proved a great 
social success, and haye put about $700 in the regimental trea 
sury. Another season will be inaugurated on the 11th of Jana- 
ary and close on February 22. Mr. W. W. Pound, the band 
master, with an orchestra of twenty-three pieces, furnished the 
music for these entertainments, which was pronounced by all 
par excellence. 

On the evening of December 19 Co. C, of this regiment (the 
victors of the St. Louis competitive contest last October), gave & 
complimentary reception, it heing the occasion of the comple- 
tion of their company room. The doors and window cas- 
ings are all in red oak. The lockers are built in medieval 
style, of vers massive red oak, with panels of solid ebony beau- 
tifally engraved with ancient designs in gold; every pilaster 
engraven in a different design in biue and gold, and surmounted 
by tasty ebony ornaments. The fioor is of the same heavy red 
oak laid ina diagonal design, and covered with the richest of 
Turkish rugs. The room as a whole bears evidence of a truly 
artistic taste of its occupants, while nothing seems to have been 
sacrificed in utility, comfort, or durability; and it certainly 
speaks volumes for the skill of the designer, Mr. Wood. 

On the evening of December 2u, Battery A, of the Ist Artillery, 
at Danville, gave & complimentary reception in their armory 
at which the elite and beauty of that city assembled, the Chi- 
cago and Great Eastern Railroad Company having kindly placed 
 epecial train from Chicago to Danville and return at the dis 
posal of the general commanding the Ist Brigade, Brig.-Gen. J. 
T. Torrence and staff, with officers of the 1st regiment and 6th 
Battalion. A detachment of the battery had been drawn up in 
line, while another detachment had a gun unlimbered and was 
engaged in firing & brigadier’s salute. Considering the limited 
opportunity the men have had for the actual exercise in 
loading and firing they acquitted themselves very creditably. 
The firing was done with regularity and rapidity, each man mao- 
derstanding his duty thoroughly and performing it with accuracy 
of detail. The Mayor and a select committee of citizens together 
with Capt. Winters received the visitors and cunducted them to 
carriages in waiting, and escorted by the battery the party 
proceeded to the Arlington House. In the evening the reception 
was inaugurated by an exhibition drill, which was very creditable 
considering that the narrowness of the hall was even more 
increased by the large gathering of people. The sabre exercise 
and the movements generally spoke well for the instructors, and 
were it not for the unsteadiness of the heads and eyes of a num- 
ber of the men, who would insist upon looking at some bear'i- 
fully arrayed fair one, or taking an inventory of the to them 
strange uniforms of the visitors, it might have been said to be 
very good. Some of the men were also noticed not to have their 
coats completely buttoned, which detracted from the otherwise 
splendid appearance of the command. This battery is officered 
by Capt. E. Winters, late of Battery F, 1st Indiana Volunteer 
Artillery; First Lieat. J. E. Field, late of the 4th Uhio Volunteer 
Cavairy; and I. G, Cummins, late of the 125th Lilinois Volunteer 
Infantry. More than one half of the men are old soldiers. The 
uniform is of the U. 8. regulation pattern for that branch of the 
service, and this as well as the two 10 pound parrot guns (now 
obsolete U.S. A. pattern) and all the equipments, excepting 
twenty sabres furnished by the State, are the private property 
of the battery acquired by purchase. And all because there is no 
appropriation. Weare in favor of the American flag, and an 
appropriation. 


Oun10.—First Regiment.—Pursuant to orders Co. H (Robinson 
Light Infantry) assembled December 24 for inspection, with one 
officer, three non-come, and twelve men present, including in 
the ranks the regimental quartermaster-sergeant. While await- 
ing the arrival of the inspector, who, however, failed to put in 
an appearance, Lieut. Wegelin drilled the company, or rather 
attempted to, and obtained miserable results As he was only 
recently assigned to this company, and ite janior officer, it was 
not fair to foist on him the responsibilities of an inspection as 
It is to be hoped, however, that this will have the 
effect to improve the morale and financial condition of the com- 
pany, which is reported to be bad at present. The first sergeant 
evidently has not the slightest conception of what his daties 
consist of, or how to execute them, and should give way to one 
of the three or four proficient men in the ranks, the effect of 
whose drill was marred by that of the balance. 


The Duquesne iam, of Springfield, are announced to assist 
the Poe Guards, of Columbus, in an ertertainment during the 
holidavs. These are the colored troops of the Buckeye State. 

The State Fencibles, one of the old time militia companies of 
Cincinnati, and the leading organization of the kind as far back 
as a quarter of a century, have made arrangements for a banquet 
and reunion, to be held on the evening of the second Monday in 
January. The active and honorary members foot up to nearly 
two hundred, and include many of the leading citizens of Colum- 
bus. The Governor and Mayor Heitmarn are the only invited 
guests for the reunion outside of the members of the organiza- 
tion and the press. 

CLEVELAND, Ohio, dedicated her “ Great Viaduct” on De 
cember 27 with the booming of cannon, ringing of belle, flaunting 
of flugs, and a wagniticens procession. This procession was 
made a special note by the appearance in the line of some of 
Ohio’s National Guardsmen, viz.: Cleveland Grays, Capt. John 
N. Frazee; 15th regiment, Col. Allen T. Brinsmade, and the 
Cleveland Light Artillery, Capt. Lonis Smithnight. The troops 
were in splendid condition and marched excellently. 


Kentucky.—The detachment of State troops under Major 
Taylor, sent by Governor McCreary to Jackson, arrived there 
Tuesday, making the march on foot from Frenchburg, & distance 
of sixty miles, in five days, over the worst mountain roads con- 
ceivabie. They took poss :ssion of the Court-house without 
opporition, and J. W. Lydot was appointed by the magistrates 
county judge ad interim. He expressed his determination to 
bring the desperadoes to justice, and the people admire his 
pluck but not his prudence, fearing that he will share the fate of 
his predecessor, Judge Burnett, who was murdered in cold 
blood. A special term of the court is called for the first week in 
January. In the meantime all will probably be quiet. Four- 
teen additioual members of the State Guerd left Louisville for 
Mount Sterling, where they will receive horses and proceed to 
Jackson. Five outlaws are in custody, and their trial will seon 
commence. It is thought that the soldiers will be compelled to 
remain in the mountains all winter. 


Massacnuserts.—The all sbsorbin topic of conversation this 
week has been the election of colonel and other field officers in 
the new Ist regiment, which took lace at ist Brigade headquar- 
ters, Boylston Hall, Boston, on onday last. It was acut and 
dried matter from beginning to end, and was nothing more Or 
less than a written compart between the 1st and 3d Battalions 10 
elect their man and ignore completely the 4th Battalion. It 
succeeded admirably, and the 4th was ignored, completely 80. 
Not even did the lieutenant-colonelcy or the majority fall to 
their lot. for Major Butler, of the 3d, received the former posi- 
tion, and Capt. A. B. Hodges, of the same command, the last 
named. It is a matter of congratulation to the 4tb, for by their 
hard work and energy they have attained a standard second to 
none in the State militia. What is the result? First, they lose 
the figure four and now are placed with eight other companies 
who elect their own field and staff. It is encouraging, is it not? 

The 2d regiment will hold their election sovn, a8 will also the 
9th. In the former Lieut.-Col. Hamilton will doubtless carry the 
day, and in the latter Lieut.-Col Strachan will be promoted, 
although we hear reports that Capt. J. J. Fiynn isa candidate. 

The winter's work cannot fully be said to have yet begun, and 
will not until this election fever subsides. Many of the compa- 
nies are holding their winter series of sociables, and trust that 
many a dollar may be captured for the depleted treasury. 





VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Mr. Henry Clare has declined the nomination for the colo- 
nelcy of the 9th New York. 

_ Tux 14th New York (Brooklyn) will hold a reception and 
hop at its armory, Portland avenue on January 15. 

— Tue markeman’s badges, 1878, will be presented to the 47th 
New York (Brooklyn) on January 29, The ceremonies of the 
evening will be dress parade, review, drill and reception. 

—Tse Commander-in-Chief bas detailed Brig.-Gen. John B. 
Woodward, Inspector-General, as Acting Adjutant General State 
of New York. Gen. Townsend, owing to ill healtb. hae been 
granted a two months’ leave of absence, and sails for Europe 
next week. 

— The first annual meeting of the National 
S. N. Y. will be held at the City Hall, Albany, N. Y.. on Wednes- 
day, January 23 and 24. This association was formed on Febru- 
ary 28, last, and is & reorganization of the old State Military 
Association. 

_. Tue Board of Directors of the National Rifle Association 
will meet on Tuesday, January 7, 1879 at 3 P.M., the special 
business being the action of the executive committee September 
23, 1878—changes in conditions for International Palma~and 
report of committee of change of location of range. 

—Tse members of the Gatling Battery, 1ith New York 
Brigade (Brooklyn), are ordered to assemble at the armory, in 
fatigue uniform, a8 follows: The first platoon friday, January 
10; second platoon Thursday, January 16, and Wednesday, Jan- 
uary 22, 1869, for drill and instruction. Assembly at 8 P. M., dis- 
mounted. Lieut. P. I. Hoffman is detailed to command on 
January 10 and 16. 

_At the second annual winter meeting of the New York 
Athletic Club at Gilmore’s Garden, January 3 and 4, five teame 
are entered in the tug of war from the 7th regiment, viz.: 
from Co. C, one from B, one from F, and two from K. The best 
team in Cor. C and B are drawn to pull against the Athletic team 
on Friday, January 3, The 9th regiment have entered a team in 
the Amateur tug. 

— Tue advantage of the National Guard was lately found in 
Breathitt county, Kentucky. The arrival of State troops was the 
signal for the diepersion of the mob, while by their aid alone 
were the authorities enabled to arrest and punish the ringleaders 
of the riot. 

— Tue Massachusetts Veterans are proposing to hold a grand 
encampment on the State muster grounds at Framingham some 
time this year. A committee consisting of Henry D. Peirce, 
Secretary of State; Adjutant-General Cunningham and Colonel 
Walter Bverett, of the 5th regiment, bave been appointed to 
make inquires as to the expenses of such a gathering. 

— Tus first cet of battalion drills of the 22d New York 
completed on December 27, the attenaance being excellent and 
the execution of the several movements most satisfactory. The 
battalion ie divided into parts of three and four companies, the 
field officers each taking one drill. The second sct will com- 
mence on Monday, January 6, Wednesday and Friday of the 
same week completing them. 

— Bria.-GEn. Beebee, commanding 11th New York Brigade, in 
his annual report to division headquarters, condemns the State 
carbines and recommends that all ordnance and other stores 
issued upon requisitions that pass through the brigade headquar- 
ters be issued tnrough the same channel and not direct to the 
organizations, OF, a least, that duplicate invoices be sent in 
order that proper accounts may be kept. He also renews his 
recommendation of the last two years that a much larger supply 
of ammunition be provided, either to be placed in possession of 
the organizations or deposited within the brigade district. 

— On Friday evening, December 20, the friends of Mr, Chas. 
F. Beebe, Co. H, 7th New York, met for the purpose of pregent- 
ing him with a sword, he having served his full term of service 
and been recently appointed aide-de camp on the staff of Brig.- 
Gen, Varian’s 3d Brigade. Mr. Samuel H. Valentine, an hono- 
rary member of the company, presented the sword, saying that 
Mr. Beebe’s fellow members thought proper to thus mark their 
his leaving them, and also their gratification at 
his merited preferment. Mr. Beebe, in reply, thanked his 
friends for their warm friendship, and reviewed at length the 
history of the eighth company, alluding to the enviable reputa- 
tion it had won in the past under Capts. Shumway and Smith, 
they being the only captains. with the exception of its present 
commandant, it hes had since its organization 1n 1827. 

_ Tux following delegates have been thus far chosen to repre- 
sent their several States at the meeting for the organization of 
a National Militia to be held in New York city next_month: 
Connecticut—Brig.-Gen Stephen R. Smith, Cols. L. A. Barbour, 
N. H. Tubbs, Chas. T. Graham, and Geo. 8. Crofut. New Jer- 
sey—Adjutant-General Stryker as chairman, with the general 
officers of the State. Pennsylvania—Adju'ant General Latta, 
Cols. Reed, Hassinge® and Gilpin, Maje. Hepbarn and Ryan, 
Ceneral Reeder, Col, Rupert and eut.-Col. Horn, Gen. Siegfried, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The editor of the ARMY anD Navy JOUBNAL must decline to 
decide points between officers and the men of their commands. No 
attention paid to fctit signatur 3s, unless accompanied by reas 
name and address of wriler. 


Insuranes aske: Is there any insurance company that will in- 
sure the household goods, clothing, etc, of officers at posts op 
the frontiers ? I would like to be insured, and have heard others 
speak of the same matter, but I could never find a company that 
would take the risk and give permission to move a8 we have to. 
It seems to me that there is a safe business fora company that 
will adopt a liberal ——— of regulations, allowing our insurance 
to run continuouely in our changes of stations. AnswsR.—We 
know of no such company; perhaps some of our corr 
may. 

J. asks: Can the President order out the militia of the several 
States without applying to the several governors ? a 
Whenever in his judgment it becomes necessary “to enforce the 
faithful execution of the laws of the United States or to su) 
rebellion ” the President is authorized “* to call forth the hits 
of any or all the States of the Union.” The Supreme 
decided unanimously that “ the authority to decide whether the 
exigency! has arisen belongs exclusively to the President, and 
that his decision is conclusive upon all other persons,” Gover- 
nore of States included. “The law does not provide for any 
appeal from the judgment of the President.” 








WEST POLNT’S BEST ARYIST. 
{HE ARTIST WHO SUED RUSKIN. 


A RECENT legal controversy in England has directed 
attention to the talented young artist, Whistler, who 
sued the critic Ruskin for libelling bim in his criti- 
cisms on his pictures, the verdict being for one 
farthing damages. Of Mr. Whistler a correspondent 
of the New York Zribune says: 


Mr. James A. Whistler, the Cistingsichod artist, though for 
many years he has resided in ne is an American by 
He is the son of George 


parentage. . Whistler, United States 
Army, who was graduated at West Point, and resigned December 
31, 1838, while a first lieutenant of the 2d regiment, United States 
Artillery. After resigning, Major Whistler, as he was ueually 
called, practised the profession of a civil engineer. 1842 he 
went to Ruseia and entered the service of the Emperor, who 
made him, the same year, superintending engineer of the St. 
Petersburg and Moscow Railroad, which position be held till he 
died, April 7, 1849, in St. Petersburg, at the age of forty-eight. 

Young Whistler, James A., was born in 8t. Petersburg. He 
came to this country and was oqpemie a cadet “ at large” by 
the President. He entered the West Point Military Academy 
July 1, 1851. Generale Comstock and Weitzel and Professor 
Wheeler were im the same Class, as were also Gexerals Breck, 
A. 8. Webb, J. W. Turner, Torbert, Averell, 

Whistler was between sixteen and seventeen 
of 


Davia M. Gregg. 
Hazen and Vinton. 
years of age when he entered the Academy. He was 
stature, but lithe, active and very prepossessi 1D ap 
and manners; withal a good linguist, somerhabiy 
and witty, and soon became a general favorite. 
painting he stood at the head of his was 
artist the Academy has ever had, before or since his time. 
Highly imaginative, and endowed with a keen sense of the 
ridiculous, and with extraordinary descriptive powers, he was & 
most entertaining companion. There was however, little of 
the steady, plodding student about him, and bis love of adven- 
nee sometimes led him to risk the displeasure of the authori- 
ties. 
Whistler was essentially a genius of the first water, and 
recognizzd as such from the start. For nearly nee years, 
without much effort on his part, he made more t a fair pro- 
gress in his studies. Then he e reckless and dissatistied 
and, as his friends claim, failed on purpose to pass the annual 
examination at the his third year. Certainly there 
seemed no good reason why & young man 60 gifted should not 
in one year more have graduated with honor. He failed in 
chemistry, and his examination before the Board, while it was & 
apap o characteristic of the man, a 
y him to bea failure. The subject given him to discuss was 
silica, which, as every echoolboy knowe, 
mon that it constitutes a sixth part of the mineral crust of 
globe. But what does Whistler do but describe it as a “gas and 
colorless.” This startling statement, taken in connection with 
his eoveee bad marks on the same subject, his career as. 
a cadet. 
Mr. Whistler’s grandfather on his father’s side was 
William Whistler, of the 4th United States Infantry. 
his mother, who 18 still living, was the daughter o 
McNeill, from North Carolina, who was quite a 
in 1829-0, and occupied a high ition in Brooklyn 
to his death. James A. Whistler hailed from Pomfret, 
at least, he recorded his residence as such at the time he entered 
the Academy. At the same time he gave as the name of his 
guardian George W. Whistler, probably his older brother, who 
married a daughter of Mr. Ross Winans, and who, in 1851, was 
superintendent of the New Haven Railroad. 
Mr. Whistler resides—at least did reside very recently—in 
Linsley-row, Chelsea, W. London, and is now about forty-four 


years of age. 


in iste 
General 
t man 





Or Corporal Noonan’s case the Bismarck Tribune says : 
Corporal Noonan, of the 7th Cavalry, whose ‘ wife’ 
some weeks ago, committed suicide in one of the stables of 
the lower garrison. It was reported some days ago that 
he had deserted, but no one this side of the river had seen 
him. It now appears that the man had kept himself out 
of the way as well as he could for several days. com- 
rades had given him a sort of cold shake since the return 
of the regiment from the chase after the Sioux, and this, 
and the shame that fell on him in the discovery of his wife’s 
sex, undermined his desire for existence, and he crawled 
away lonely and forsaken and blew out the life ——— 
ised nothing but infamy and disgrace. The was 
committed with a pistol, and Noonan shot himeelf h 
the heart. The sfiair created almost as intense exci 
ment at the post as did the announcement ot the death of 
Mrs. Noonan, but there was & sigh of relief on the 
rate lips of the 7th Cavalry when its members heard 
Noonan by his own hand bad relieved the regimen’ 
odium which the man’s presence cast wu 
according to the 7ribune, Noonan insisted to the 
his wife was @ woman myn the report 





post mortem examination contrary. 
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Patonine A May's Liwe wire a Doc's Bonz.— 
Land and Water gives an account of the saving of an 
arm which had been condemned tc amputation, by the 
following strange method : 


The patient was, on the 14th Prsseneber, placed 
under the influence of chloroform, while at the same 
time a retriever dog was being anzsthetized. Cutting 
down upon the ends of the fractured bone, and remov- 

the fibrous band which alone formed the bond of 
union, the rounded points were removed by the saw 
and a hole drilled obliquely through each squared end. 
This process was repeated on both sides of the arm, 
when it was found that an interepace of about three- 
uarters of en inch existed between the two fragments. 

n the meantime, one of the senior students, and a very 

clever manipulator, had exposed the humerus of the 
quadruped completely denuded of every tissue except 
the periosteum. The length of the bone was accurate- 
ly measured (three-quarters of an inch), while from 
half an inch beyond the end of the necessary length 
the periosteal covering was rapidly but carefully dis- 
sected, the bone sawn through, a hole drilled in either 
end obliquely, asin the bone in the arm, where it was 
at once placed and fitted accurately. Wires having 
been passed through the holes, the bones were firmly 
tied together. The wound was stitched with silver 
wire, the bone sutures comirg out at each end of the 
incision. The entire operation was conducted under 
the carbolic acid spray. The arm was put up ino 
gauze, and held in two rectangular splints. | 

After the operation there was a slight fendency to 
sickness, which was relieved »y ice. On the 15th the 
wound was dre:sed, and one or two of the stitches re- 
moved, as there were signs of tension and a slight 
biush around the sutures. Tincture of opium (twenty- 
five minims) was given to induce sleep. 

By the 3d November a union had taken place, and 
the wires were removed on the 28th of the same 
month. The fracture had then all the appearance of 
being firmly united, and the patient was dismissed 
with orders to return weekly for dressing and ex- 
amination. On leaving hospital boracic lint was used 
as dressing. Une small wound remained open for 
twelve months, when the dog’s bone, reduced to about 
half its size, came away, after which the wound 
healed completely. Shortiy after this the patient re- 
sumed his former occupation, at which he is still en- 


jumped, he walized, he capered, he pranced, he turned 


simple method of expeditiously ascertaining the distancs of 
a passing ship from a battery, has been lately tried with 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL 


tried in China, they have not been attended with the 
success that accompanied that made by Dr. Patterson. 








For some time ex ts have been going on at 
the Camp of Chalons to asceitain the distance at which 
musketry fire may be efficaciously employed. It appears 
that b have been picked up at a distance of 3,000 
metres from where thev were fired, and it is conse- 
quently considered high time to alter the regulations 
prescribing 1,200 metres (1,300 yards) as the extreme 
limit for infantry fire. The French are chagrined to 
find that it would have been quite sufficient to have 
employed the Chassepot to drive out the Communists 
instead of batteries which half destroyed one of the 
most fashionable quarters of Paris, and which may 
have scared, but certainly did not kili, a dozen Com- 
munists. The Chassepot, fired at 2,400 metres, would 
have described such a trajectory that the parapets would 
have offered Jittle shelter to the ragged battalions of 
the Commune against infantry firing from the terrace 
of Bellevue. The results obtained at Chalons from 









Jan 4, 1879. . 


each point again a ruler, pivoting on the point, was fixed, 
When, therefore, it was required to ascertain the distance 
of a passing object, observers stationed at ths posts noted 
the angle contained by the line joining the two posts, and 
a line from each of the two posts to the object, and tele- 
graphed this to the central station. There the rules on the 

t were turned to the corresponding angles on the 
circle, and their intersection consequently indicated the 
exact position of the moving object on the chart at any 
given moment. A third ruler, marked with a scale of 
metres, was fixed on the chart, pivoting on the battery ; 
and on this being turned tothe point where the other two 
rulers intersected, the distance of the ship from the battery 
could be at once read off in metres. In actual practice 
this method was found to work admirably, the distances of 
the target as it was towed by a steamer past the battery, 
being so correctly measured that more than half of the 
projectiles fired from a rifled 24-centimetre gun struck the 
mark.— Pall Mall Gazette, 


A Bata paper says, “the enterprising house of E. D. 
Bassford last week fitted out the Soldiers Home at Bath, 
Steuben county, with all the articles necessary for house- 
keeping. A telegram at the proper moment reached the 
Commissionere, Gen. Slocum, Mr. McCall and Col. Perkin- 











long range firing are said to be very astonishing, and 
to have exceeded the expectations of the warmest parti- | 
sans of “‘ great distances.” 

A CHINESE review has just been witnessed and described 
by a correspondent of the Shanghai Courier. The men, clad 
in uniforms of red and biue, were ranged in two ranks, 
every tenth man holding a bright scarlet flag, while a ser- 
geant in the middle gave the time to the advance by waivip 
a buge crimson standard. Atthe sound of a horn, whic 
resembled the humming of a giganuic bee, the battalion 
prepared to receive cavalry. Out popped a soldier bran- 
dishing a pike, which he poked at an imaginary assailant, 
then uttering a shriek like an owl he flourished his shield, 
turned a somersault, and trippingly retired to the ranks. 
When everybody had popped out, brandished and poked 
his pike, shrieked like an owl, flourished his shield, thrown 
a somersault and retired, the big horn hummed once more, 
the soldiers formed in square and one of them danced 
gravely but energetically turward, throwing out his right 
leg with a graceful jerk ; then bounding backwards he again 
danced forward, this time throwing out his left. Thon he 


nead over heels, rolled himself well in the dust (which rose 
in clouds), stood on the back of his neck while he flourished 
hia legs ia the air, recovered himself, grasped wildly with 
his legs at nothing ia particular, made a grotesque cour- 
tesy to the Viceroy and retired. With this martial spectacle 
the review concluded. . 

A New Mernop or Rance Fixpina.—A novel and very 


charge. 
rate of 


son, when they came to New York, called on Bassford, in 
whom they found a sterling merchant with goods at such 
reasonable prices that they at once made their purchases.” 








WE are indebted to Messrs. Wm. S. Kimball and 
Co. of Rochester, N. Y., for specimen package: of 
their Vanity Fair tobacco and cigarettes, for which 
they have obiained, not only six first prize medals, 
but, what is more important, a sale which shows the 
high esteem in which this particular brand ot tob.cso 
is held. 





(Advertisement.) 
IMPORTANT.—To those who are now ia the United 


States service, Navy or Army, who served for 90 days 
during the War of the Rebellion, 160 acres of land is 
now given them. 
lars, giving dates of services—D. H. Tansor, General 
Land Scrip and Warrant Broker, Sioux Vity, Lowa. 


Write me imme iiately for particu- 





Chew JACKSON'S BEST Sweet Navy Tobacco 





‘DIED. 


announcements will be inserted under this head without 
Obituary notices and resolutions should be paid for at the 
two cents a word, unless it is intended to leave the question 


Brief 


gaged. He remains in perfect health, and retainsa 
very useful arm. Thinking of Ollier’s experiments 
with the periosteum, of the transplantation of ekin 
from an amputated Jimb to ulcers, and of the trans- | 
ference of the mucus membrane of the rabbit to the 
human eye, Dr. Patterson says he “‘had some hope 
that the strange bone might have found a new home 


for itseif in the human arm ; failing which, 1 knew it| ing from 700 to 1,500 yards. 


very successful results in Holland. The detachments of 
garrison artillery quartered in the coast defences of the 
country, were assembied last month at the Helder, to un- 
dergo a course of instruction in firing at moving objects : 
the target used being 60 metres long, and resembling in 
shape the side of a ship, and being towed past the battery 
from which the practice was carried on, at a distance vary- 
Oa the shore outside the bat- 


would secure perfect alignment of, and steadiness in, 
Should a similar case occur 
again, I should adopt tae same process, sti)l hoping 


the ulnar fragments. 


that the two bones might become one.” 


This case is certainly a triumph of surgical skill, as, 
although we believe similar experiments have been 





it. 


tery, two posts of observation were established, 850 yards 
apart, and placed in telegraphic communication with a 
central station behind the battery. 
chart was stretched on a,table, having the battery, the two 
posts of observation, and the adjacent coast lino marked on 
Round each of the points indicating the position of the 
two poste a circle, graduated in degrees, was drawn, aud at 


of their insertion to the discretion of the Editor. 


McKiss1n.—Dec. 28, 1878, in Buffalo, Faeperick Drum, son of 
Chambers and Mary Sibiey McKibbin, aged 4 years and 15 days. 

McFar.tanp.—At Oswego, N. Y., January 1, 1879, Exvizasets 
McFaRLanD, aged 77 years. widow of Robert McFarland, and 
mother of Major Wa!ter McFarland, Corps of Engineers, 

Mitier.—At West Point, N. Y., Dec. 28, 1878, Joszraine H., 
daughter of Lieut. C. l. Miller and Laura F. Miller, aged 3 years, 
8 month», and 9 days. 

Pitman.—At Watertown Arsenal," Dec. 21, at the residence of 
her brother, Capt. J. Pitman, U.S. A., Many Ricumonp, eldest 
deughter of J. Talbot and Caroline R. Pitman. 

Potrrer.—At Soldiers’ Home, Washington, D. C., Dec. 29, 
1878, Scott Hayes Porrer, infant son of Alice K. and General 
J. H. Potter, U. 8S. A., aged 1 year, 4 months, and 24 days. 


At this station a large 
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and the result is that they are 


B. KITTREDGE & (O., Cincinnati, 0., 


Dealers in Guns, Pistols and the Addenda, 


ASK ATTENTION TO A 


NEW 


The Colt Arms Co. have been come years 
engaged in preparations to make Double Guns, 
now furnishin 
Loading Guns that have yet been offered. 


the most desirable Breech- 
ey are more accurately 


made than Guns are or can be made by the best French, Belgian or English 
makers. Each part on one side is am exact counterpart of the same part on the 


other. 


saying, that with the Colt Arms Co., the machincry makes the gun. 


This is not true of the best guns imported. This is hest explained by 


With the dest 


foreign makers, the most that can be said is, that by machinery, we do a few 


** od 
workman tends the machine. 


jobs.” With them machinery assists the gun maker; with the Coit Co. the 
The barrels are by a process never before used— 


scidered with Hard Solder. This makes it absolutely impossible for 


the 
finest English guns. 
hard solder. 


ya 


hey use only SOFT SOLDER, . 
and tin). The parts of the Colt Gun are interchangeable. If a mainspring 


barrels to jar apart by frequent and continuous shooting. All gun-makers 


and sportsmen of much experience know how liable this is to —— to the 
The best English makers have not the art of solde 


ring with 
or ‘‘tinman’s solder” (composed of 





SHOT GUN. . 


is broken, or a screw lost, you have only to send to the factory, or a dealer in 
the arm; the part sent you by mail is sure to fit, and the expense is inconsider- 
able. In no other country has such precision ever been even ventured upon. 
These guns sre all thoroughly tested at the factory, and they are as good Shoot- 
ing Guns as it is possible to make. They are much less in price than the im- 
ported guns. Come and see them, or order on approval. This means we will 
forward the gun ©. O. D., permitting two days for trial, by depositing the 
amount of our bill and their charges with the Express Co. before the two days 
expire, if you return the gun in good order they will refund to you, less the 
freight both ways. We have also Remington and. Parker’s Double Breech- 
Loaders, Remington’s Single Breech-Loaders, Remington’s Saloon and Hunting 
Breech-Loading Rifles. A full variety of Belgian and English Breech and Muzzle- 
Loaders, and from the lowest prices to the best that can be had. An extended 
assortment of Implements, Gunpowder, Tatham’s Soft and Chilled Shot, shells 
(brass an’ paper), Glass Balls, Bogardus Traps, etc. WE ARE THE ONLY AGENTS 
WEst OF New YORK FOR SHARPS RiFizs. For prices and further details corres- 


pond with us, ee 








OLD CUARD 


Military and Civic Reception, 
THURSDAY, JAN. 23, 1879, 


AT THE 


Academy of Music. 


TICKETS, admitting a Gentleman and Ladies, 
$5—to be had from the Officers and Members of 
the Battalion. 

Boxes from H. L. FARIS, Treaeurer, 25 New 


SWEE NAVY 
Tobacco 


Chewing 

Awarded hijhest prize at Centennial Exposition for 
fine chewing quairties and excellence and lasting char- 
acter of sweetening and flavoring. ‘the best tobacco 
As our blue strip trade-mark is close 








ever made. 

imitated on Satrtes, quote, gee, at Py 4 Best 
every plug. ya ers. Send for 

Br te OE aiceson & Con Pp . 





HOTELS. 
METROPOLITAN HOTEL. 


BROADWAY (Between Houston & Prince Sts. 
NEW YORK. 
In a Central Location and in the immediate 
vicinity of the 
Army Head-Quarters. 


FULL BOARD AND LARGE WELL-FUR 
NISHED SINGLE ROOMS, AT $3 PER DAY. 
PARLORS, WITH BATHS, ETC., AT MOD- 
ERATE PRICES. 


HENRY CLAIR, Mane zer. 





LELANDS’ STURTEVANT HOUSE 
Is in the Centre of the City 
BROADWAY, 28ru and 29rn Sts. . New York 
Ra Repucep.—Rooms wi 





ALLAN RUTHERFORD, 
(Late 8d Auditor, U. S. Treasury), 
Attorney and Counsellor at Law, No. 26 Grant 
Place, Washington, D. C. 

Having been 3d Anditor of the United States 
Treasury for nearly six years, I am thoroughly 
familar with the course of business before the 
Executive Departments at Washington. Will 
give ry Attention to ali business connected 
with the Setrement of Officers’ Accounts, Claims 
for Pension and Bounty, Claims of Contractors, 
and generally ali business before any of the 
Departments, Congress or the Court of Claims. 
Collective made in the District of Columbia, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North and South 
Carolina. Refers to Hon. Saw]. F. Phillips, :So- 
licitor General U.8., Washingtor, D. C.: Hon. 
dames Gilfillan, Treasurer of the U. S.: Hon E. 
B. French, 2d Auditor U.S Treesury; Hon. Ho- 
race Austin, 3d Auditor U. S. Treasury; Hon. * 
J. W. Tabor, 4th Auditor U. S. Treasury : Hon. 
Jacob Ela, 5th Auditor U. 8. Treasary; Hon. J. 
M. MerG-ew. 6th Auditur U.S. Treasury; Gen. 
O. O. Howard, U. 8. Army. 


FRITSCH & GRIEB, 


ARMY AND WAVY TAILORS, 


No 1618 Oneernur Srreer. Paria 


A Turkish Bath 


in your own room for 5c, 
This is secured by a 
cheap apparatus recently 
patented, for the produc- 
tion of Turkish and Va- 
por Baths, at the cost of 
the alcohol that supplies 
the heat. It has proved 
more effective than the 
ordinary Turkish Bath 
House in_ eradicating 
Rbeumatism, Asthma.Ca- 
tarrh, Skin Diseases, Dye 
pepsia, and all Nervous 
and Debilitatin Mala- 
dies. Pamphlet free. 


Lubin's Portable 
Turkish Bath (o., 
68 East{4th St., Cincinnati, O. 















OFFICERS OF 'T'HE 


ps or 
ADVANCE. 6 Per 


ARMY CASHED IN 


cent. Interest Paid on Deposits Payable on De- 
d. Special rates allowed on time Deposits. 
H. SQUIER & CO., eaiere, 


mar 
a 





D.C. 











